Preface

The true message of “Righteousness By Faith” was not given in
1888 by E.J. Waggoner and the claimed 1888 message given by those
today is NOT the real message of “Righteousness By Faith” either. The
message given by A.T. Jones and E.J. Waggoner was a message of
peace and safety, “no effort needed,” a “lop sided,” spiritualistic mes-
sage of Jesus LOVES you so much that he would never keep you from
eternal life. “Just claim Jesus and you have eternal life,” is a lie of the
devil. The people of God have been deceived by Wee Willy White and
the book committee, and taught to believe a lie!

“Some ministers are dangerously misleading the people. They
would have them accept the fatal sophistry of Satan that simple
belief in Christ is sufficient for their salvation; that good works
have nothing to do with it.” ST, August 22, 1878

“Those who are unwilling to obey God's law declare that it is
done away, that God has abolished it. But if this law is perfect, why
should God abolish or change it? That which is perfect can not be im-
proved by any change.” ST, February 11, 1897

“The testimony of the word of God is against this ensnaring
doctrine of faith without works. It is not faith that claims the favor

of Heaven without complying with the conditions upon which mercy is
to be granted; it is presumption; for genuine faith has its foundation
in the promises and provisions of the Scriptures.” ST, March 30, 1888

“The most sinful may be made fit for the mansions that Jesus has
gone to prepare for those who love him and keep his commandments.
They may be (Justified) cleansed by faith in his blood, Sanctified
through obedience to the truth, and glorified by the power of God
to shine in his everlasting kingdom.” ST April 20, 1888

“Jesus is soon coming in power and great glory, and we are not to
sit down in idle expectation of this event. We are to show our faith
by our works.” ST February 3, 1888



FAITH AND WORKS.

BY MRS, X. G. WHITE.

Tar tendency of the popular religious
teaching of the day is to make the Christian’s
pathway as easy and attractive as possible.
There is a great deal said concerning faith,
but the necessity of performing the sacred ob-
ligations set forth in the word of God, the
neceessity of living consistent, godly lives, of
being workers together with God, of denying
self, of coming out from the world and sepa-
rating from its fashions and follies, is not
presented as it should be presented, from the
pulp’ts of the land. *Believe, only believe,”
is the burden of the instruction from the sa-
cred desk. Repentance, confession, and thor-
ough reformation in life and character are
not dwelt on, or required from those who
would take part in the privileges of church-
fellowship. The line of distinction between
the church and the world has become less
positive, because the great standard of right-
eousness has not been the standard by which |
the faith of men and women was tested and |
proven. “Only belicve” is echoed by thou- |



sands who cateh up the words parrot-fushion,
and repeat them with no sense of their im-
portance or significance. Says the prophet,
“They have healed also the hurt of the daugh-
ter of my people slightly, saying, Peace, peace;
when there is no peace.”

Many of these religious teachers have de-
veloped characters in harmony with their
shallow appreciation of divine truth. It has
been agrecable to their carnal hearts to be re-
leased from all responsibility and obligation.
They did not desire the inconvenience of de-
nying self, of taking up the warfare against
besetling sins, and of correcting the defects
that marred their characters. They have per-
suaded themselves that Christ has relioved
them from the duty of purifying themselves
even as he is pure. They declare that Christ
has done ull, that men have nothing to do
but to believe, that good works are impossi-
ble and unnecessary. Such souls 'are de-
ceived themselves and are agents used of Sa-
tan to deceive others. They do not believe
in Jesus. Ifthey had a connection with him,
they would know that he is not the minister
of sin. Those who have faith in the Son of
God make manifest what is the character of
his mission, by lives of devotion, integrity,



and self-sacrifice, and prove to the world that
he came, not to save men in their sins, but
from their sins. He “gave himself for us,
that he might redeem us from all iniquity,
and purify unto himself a peculiar people,
zealous of good works.”

The apostle Paul realized what his words
meant when he said, “I determined not to
know anything among you, save Jesus Christ,
and him crucified.” He knew it meant the
surrender of every power of his being to the
service of God. It meant an entire renounc-
ing of the world, the flesh, and the devil. It
meant that he must follow in the blood-
stained path of the Man of Calvary, and walk
even as he walked.

How different is the faith that is presented
to the world to-day as essential to salvation.
It has no vitality, no reality. It does not
unite the belicvers as branches to the living
Vine. It is not the faith that works by love
ind purifies the soul. It is a formal, nomi-
ual acceptance of a mopular story, and has
about as much efficacy as the faith that ae
cepted Abraham Lincoln as & good adminis-
trator of governmental affairs. Genuine faith
will show definite results in the character,
and will exert a controlling influcnce over



the thoughts of the heart, and the allairs of {he
life. It will lead its possessor to practice the
principles of his belief. Says Jesus, “Not
everyone that saith unto me, Lord, Lord,
shall enter into the kingdom of Heaven; hut
he that doeth the will of my Father which is
in Heaven.” “\Whosoever heareth these suy-
ings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken him
unto a wise man, which built his house upon
n rock; and the rain descended, and the
floods came, and the winds blew, and beat
upon that house; and it fell nét; for it was
founded upon a rock.” Says the upostle, “Be
ye doers of the word, and not hearers only,
deceiving your own sclves.,” It is the doing
of the words and works of Christ that testifics
to the saving qualities of your faith.

The law of God is the great standard of
righteousness, and it will mecasure every
man’s profession and progress. It is a mirror
wliich discovers the defects of our characters,
and shows us the requirements of God. It is
holy and just and good. Says the wise man,
“Fear God, and keep his commandments;
for this is the whole duty of man.” When
Jesus wasg asked by the lawyer, “ Master, what
shall T do to inherit eternal life? he suid
unto him, What saith the law? how readest



thou? And he answering said, Thou shalt
love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and
with all thy soul, and with all thy strength,
and with all thy mind; and thy ncichbor as
thyself And he said. unto him, Thou hast
answered right; this do, and thou shalt live.”
The law of God ‘condemns wll selfishness,
all pride of heart, every specics of dishonesty,
every secret or open transgression. The nat-
ural heart is not inclined to love its precepts,
or obey its requirements. “It is not subjoct
to the law of God, neither indeed can De.”
But genuine faith in Christ converts the
heart, works a change in its attitude to the
law, until it delights in the law of God. The
man who manifests enmity to the law hus
not submitted to the converting power of
God. It ig the keeping of the command-
ments that proves the sincerity of our profes-
sions of love. Says John, “This is the love
of God, that we keep his comnnandments;
and his commandments are not gricvous.”
Satan is engaged in lending men to pervert
the plain meaning of God’s word. He desives
that the world should have no clear idea in
regard to the plan of salvation. He™ well
knows that the object of Christ’s life of obedi-
ence, the object of his suffering, trial, and



death upon the cross, was to magnify the di-
vine law, to hecome a substitute for guilty
man, that he might have remission for sins
that’ are past, and grace for future vhedience;
that the vighteousness of the law might he
fulfilled in him—and he be transformed and
fitted for the heavenly courts. Satan knows
that no {ransgressor of the divine law will
ever enter the kingdom of Ileaven, and to
rob God of the devotion and service of man,
to thwart the plan of salvation, and work the
ruin of those for whom Christ died, is the
motive that actuates his warfaro against the
law of Heaven. He caused the fall of the
holy pair in Eden by leading them to lightly
esteom the commandment of God, to think
his requiremments unjust, and unreasonable,
that they were not binding, and that their
transgression would not be visited, as God had
said, with death.

The law of God is the foundation of his Gov-
ernmient in Heaven and in earth, und as long
as tho follower of Jesus imitates his Lord by
exalting the divine precepts in word and life,
Satan has no power to deceive or mislead his
soul.

The fatal deception of the religious world
is the old disregard for the claims of the law
of God. The desive for an eagy religion that



requires no striving, no self-denial, no divorce
from the follies ol the world, has made the
doctrine of faith, and faith ouly, o popular
doctrine; but we must sound a note of warn-
ing. What saith the ‘word of God? BSays
the apostle James, “ What doth it profii, my
brethren, though a man say he hath faith,
and have .not works? can faith save him?

Thou believest that there is one God;
thou doest well; the devils also helieve, and
tremble. But wilt thou know, O vain man,
that faith without works is dead? Was not
Abraham our father justified by works, when
he had offered Isnac his son upon the altar?
Scest thou how faith wrought with his works,
and by works was fuith made perfect? And
the Seripture was fulfilled which suith, Abra-
ham believed God, and it was imputed unto
him for rightcousness; and he was called the
Friend of God. Ye sece then how that by
works a man is justified; and not by faith
only.”

Tho testimony of the word of God is against
this ensnaring doctrine of faith without works.
It is not faith that claims the favor of Heaven
without complying with the conditions upon
which mercy is to be granted; it-is presump-
tion; for genuine faith has its foundation in



the promiscs and provisions of the Scriptures.

The Jews had faith of a similar character
to. that of many professed Christinns to-day.
They believed the prophecies predicting the
advent of Messiah; but their faith was not of
that spiritual nature which discerned in the
Soun of God the Saviour of their expectations,
Thﬂy’ could nob :,wcelji; ihe work of God for their
time, and they rejected the truth because their
faith did not see the relation of the shadow to
the substance. They clung tenaciously to the
offering of their sacrifices, to the rites of the
church and the traditions of the fathers; but
they refused the Lamb of God, the great anti-
type of all the services of the past. They
were very zealous for the observance of form,
and claimed to trust in Moses and the proph-
cts; but he who had ingpired the words of the
Scriptures, and whose life was the fulfillment
of their proplecies, was a stone of stumbling,
and a rock of offense. Ie did not meet their
ideal of what the coming One should be.
They had imuagined a Messinh whose power
and mnjesty would gratify the pride of their
carnal hearts, and exalt them to a position of
supreme power among thie nations. When
Jesus unfolded to them the character of his
kingdom, and what his disciples must possess



in order to he clect, and favored of God, they
said, “This is a hard saying; who can hear
it?”

. The Saviour was invested with the creden-
-tials of Heaven. The word of God sustained his
claims.  His miracles, his holy character, his
power over men and devils, all spoke convie-
tion to the heuarts of his heurers; but they re-
fused him. He came in accordance with the
prophecies they professed to helieve, but he
was “despised and rejected of men,” as the
prophets had loretold he would be.

The Jews could not give up their dreams of
a great Prince who would rule all nations.
They could not relinguish their hopes of tem-
poral power and glory to take up with the
Man of Sorrows, to follow in his steps of self-
denial and purity. They loved darkness
rather than light and the errors they loved
wrought out their destruction.

There is no nced of any soul heing deceived.
The teaching of priest and rabbi cannot
malke the word of God of no authority. Itis
the duty of each man to know what the Seript-
ures teach and to take his position in harmony
with the truth. The Lord has commanded
us to “search the Seriptures.” We are in-
structed to “prove all things,” to “hold fast



that which is good.” Geod has given us an
untailing test to apply to every man’s life and
doctrine. Says the prophet, “To the law and
to the testimony ; if they speak not according
to this word, it is because there is no light in
them.” We are not to live by the doctrines of
men, not by a fragment, or a perversion of the
truth; but by “every word that proceedeth
out of the mouth of God.”

Genuine faith will lead men to work out
their own salvatioh with fear and trembling.
They will not follow the comrse of this world.
The Spirit and works of Christ will be mani-
fested in their lives and the word of God will
be made the rule of their action. They will
do and teach the commandments of God, and
will wallk humbly before men and angels.
They will discern the work of God in the
earth, and prejudice will not be permitted Lo
close their hearts against the truth for theiw
time. They will sirive to enter in at the
strait gale, they will take the narrow way
and follow the Redeemer of the world.

Those who are not “ doers of the word” may
boast of their empty faith. They may boast of
their holiness, while trampling on the law of
God; but Jesus says to them, “Why call ye
me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which



I say?” and the fina] sentence will come,
“[ never knew you; depart from me, ye that
work iniquity.” For “faith without works is

dead.” Signs of the Times March 30, 1888
g E.G. White

“Professed Christians now cry, Christ! Christ is our righteousness, but away
with the law. They talk and act as though Christ's mission to a fallen world was
for the express purpose of nullifying his Father's law. Could not that work have
been just as well executed without the only beloved of the Father coming to this
world and enduring grief, privation, and the shameful death of the cross? Minis-
ters preach that the atonement gave men liberty to break the law of God, and to
commit sin, and then praise the free grace and mercy revealed through Christ
under the gospel, while they despise the law of God.” RH, May 6, 1875

“I was urged by the Spirit of the Lord to present his law as the great standard of
righteousness, and to warn our people against the modern, counterfeit sancti-
fication which has its origin in will-worship rather than in submission to the will
of God. This error is fast flooding the world, and as God's witnesses we shall be
called to bear a decided testimony against it. It is one of the veriest delusions of
the last days, and will prove a temptation to all who believe present truth. Those

who have not their faith firmly established upon the word of God will be misled.
And the saddest part of it all is that so few who are deceived by this error ever find
their way to the light again.” RH, October 5, 1886

“God requires at this time just what he required of the holy pair in Eden, perfect
obedience to his requirements. His law remains the same in all ages. The great
standard of righteousness presented in the Old Testament is not lowered in the
New. It is not the work of the gospel to weaken the claims of God's holy law, but to
bring men up where they can keep its precepts.... The faith in Christ which saves
the soul is not what it is represented to be by many. "Believe, believe," is their
cry; "only believe in Christ, and you will be saved. It is all you have to do."
While true faith trusts wholly in Christ for salvation, it will lead to perfect confor-
mity to the law of God. Faith is manifested by works. And the apostle John de-
clares, "He that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his commandments, is a liar,
and the truth is not in him." It is unsafe to trust to feelings or impressions; these
are unreliable guides. God's law is the only correct standard of holiness. It is by

this law that character is to be judged. If an inquirer after salvation were to ask,
"What must I do to inherit eternal life?" the modern teachers of sanctification
would answer, "Only believe that Jesus saves you." But when Christ was asked
this question he said, "What is written in the law? How readest thou?" And when
the questioner replied, "Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, . . .
and thy neighbor as thyself," Jesus said, "Thou hast answered right: this do, and
thou shalt live." True sanctification will be evidenced by a conscientious re-
gard for all the commandments of God, by a careful improvement of every
talent, by a circumspect conversation, by revealing in every act the meek-
ness of Christ.” RH, October 5, 1886




