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NOTE: - Most of the copies of the original articles have been reprinted as they appeared in the original source 

documents. Some of the articles have been retyped. In one article, the quality of one paragraph in the photocopy that the 

compiler has to work from was not clear. The article has been reprinted as is, and I have then retyped the smudged 

paragraph at the bottom of the page. 

INTRODUCTORY  

As the Second Angel’s Message arose in 1843 and 1844, because the formal churches and religious press of the day had 

rejected the Advent Movement’s proclamation of the First Angel’s Message, it makes sense to have a clear understanding 

of what the First Angel’s Message actually was. This will help us to see the relationship between the First and Second 

Angel’s messages more clearly. 
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A SYNOPSIS OF THE FIRST ANGEL’S MESSAGE: - 

  The Adventist brethren had been proclaiming as being near at hand, the personal Second Coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. This event would commence his personal, glorious reign in his everlasting kingdom. Based upon the 
fulfilment of the prophesied signs of the Bible, and the reckoning of several of the prophetic periods of the Scriptures, 
they calculated that the Second Coming of Jesus would take place sometime within the Jewish year 1843. They had also 
spent a lot of their time and effort in opposing the popular traditions that were held by the formal churches that stood 
in the way of people accepting the Second Advent doctrine. Such traditions as the temporal millennium, the conversion 
of the world, and the restoration of the literal Jews to the land of Israel, were generally believed to have to take place 
before the Second Coming of Jesus would occur. These traditions were vigorously exposed by the light of God’s Word by 
the Millerite Adventists.  
 

 WHY SHOULD WE REPRINT AND STUDY CAREFULLY THESE ORIGINAL ADVENT DOCUMENTS?  

 Because inspiration has exhorted us, that we are to accept the truths of the three Advent messages from those 
who had an actual experience in these messages. And as all those who had an actual experience in these three messages 
are long dead, we can only follow this inspired counsel by studying carefully from these old writings of these Advent 
believers. 
 “So, I saw, that those who had no experience in the first and second angels' messages must receive them from 
those who had an experience, and followed down through the messages. As Jesus was crucified, so I saw that these 
messages have been crucified. And as the disciples declared that there was salvation in no other name under heaven, 
given among men; so, also, should the servants of God faithfully and fearlessly declare that those who embrace but a 
part of the truths connected with the third message must gladly embrace the first, second and third messages as God 
has given them, or have no part nor lot in the matter.” – 1858 Great Controversy, p. 75.   

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 PAGE 4 
 

“WE ARE THE ADVENTISTS,” – THE ADVENT REVIEW, AND SABBATH 
HERALD, APRIL 18, 1854 – JAMES WHITE.1 

 

 

                                                           
1 This article by Elder James White has been reprinted for two reasons. 1.] It helps answers the question: - Who is a true 
Adventist? The answer: - A person who holds fast to the original Advent faith of the 1st and 2nd messages of Revelation 14:6 – 
8, as proclaimed by the Advent Movement of 1840 – 1844. 2.] It helps us to see the value of reprinting these original articles 
from the Advent Movement. Because they contain the original Advent faith! That is why it has been included at the start of this 
Study Document. 
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LETTER FROM BRO. R. E. LADD – THE MIDNIGHT CRY,  
JANUARY 25, 1844. 

 
 

LETTER FROM BRO. R. E. LADD.  

                                   CABOTVILLE, JAN. 16, 1844. 

Dear Bro. – It is my earnest desire that the 
Midnight Cry, and other periodicals which unfold the 
glorious news, “Behold the Bridegroom cometh,” may 
be sustained until “He cometh, whose right it is to 
reign;” and they will  be sustained, I doubt not, if 
Advent believers are as firm and unwavering every 
where as they are in this vicinity. We have been 
obliged, for peace sake, and for the cause of truth, to 
come out from the various sects with which we were 
united, and meet in a place by ourselves. We now 
hold meetings in a hall on the Sabbath2, and have 
hired an humble room for prayer and conference 
meetings during the week.  

Bro. S. Hawley, Jr. has preached with us for 
the last three months, with great satisfaction and 
usefulness to us all. He is dearly beloved by us, and 
we much desire to have him remain among us; but he 
is too good a man for our limited sphere. 

The conference has just closed at Chickapee 
Falls. Bro. H. preached the last sermon last evening, 
on the “kingdom;” and it was a most masterly 
production. It has been a season of refreshing and 
encouragement to believers. 

I am more deeply impressed daily, with the 
rapidly approaching scenes of the future. I feel how 
awfully solemn is our present position. Just about the 
crumbling brink of time, the veil upon being 
removed; the saints waiting in trembling suspense; 
the last drops of mercy’s tears falling from heaven to 
earth; the wicked scoffing and mocking; the 
professed, but apostate Churches bemoaning their 
sterility and leanness; the watchmen, the vast 
proportion of them asleep at their posts, and quietly 

                                                           
2 The reader should be aware that throughout this Study 
Document the Biblical term “the Sabbath” (which Biblically 
is referring to the seventh-day Sabbath of the fourth 
Commandment) is incorrectly applied to the first day of 
the week. Bro. Ladd has made this misapplication in this 
letter, as have other writers throughout this Study 
Document. 

waiting to turn to ridicule the honest convictions and 
belief of those who have been awakened, and are 
proclaiming the solemn midnight cry; the inquiry 
constantly proposed, “Where is the promise of His 
coming;” the signs all past: even the earth itself 
sinking into apparent quietude and safety. 

“All things continue as they were,” “every 
vision faileth,” saith the scoffer. 

What an awful presage of the coming storm! 
how soon is this scene to be changed. The nations to 
be gathered to the great battle that is to decide the 
fate of the world, the faces of the wicked, now so light 
and buoyant, to gather blackness, and those of the 
righteous, now marked with anxiety and hope, to be 
lighted up with joy and triumph.               

R. E. L. 
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REPORT FROM PORTSMOUTH, N. H. – THE MIDNIGHT CRY, 
FEBRUARY 8, 1844 – BY  RICHARD WALKER. 

 
3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                                           
3 The reference to the time for Adventists to burn their Bibles and to ask pardon of the church for their supposed errors, is 
referring to the opponents of the Advent doctrine, claiming that after the passing of the time of Millerite expectation for the 2nd 
coming of Jesus to take place (that is, after the end of the Jewish year, 1843, which the Millerites calculated would end in the 
Northern Hemisphere spring of 1844), they would lose complete faith in the Bible,  becoming infidels, and would actually end 
up burning their Bibles. When this report from Brother Walker was published, in early February 1844, there was only 
approximately six weeks to go to the end of the Jewish year, 1843. 
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“COME OUT OF HER MY PEOPLE.” – THE MIDNIGHT CRY, 
FEBRUARY 15, 1844 – BY GEORGE STORRS. 
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LETTER FROM BRO. A BENEDICT – THE MIDNIGHT CRY, FEBRUARY 
15, 1844. 
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“SECOND ADVENT CONFERENCE, HELD IN NEW YORK, FEB. 7, 
1844.” – THE MIDNIGHT CRY, FEBRUARY 15, 1844. 
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“COME OUT OF HER, MY PEOPLE.” – THE MIDNIGHT CRY, MARCH 
14, 1844 – BY CHARLES FITCH. 
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LETTER FROM BRO. F. G. BROWN – THE MIDNIGHT CRY, MARCH 
14, 1844. 
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LETTER FROM BRO. L. D. MANSFIELD – THE MIDNIGHT CRY, 
MARCH 28, 1844. 
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“REASONS FOR WITHDRAWING FROM THE CHURCH.” – THE 
MIDNIGHT CRY, APRIL 4, 1844 – BY F. G. BROWN. 
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THE LAST PARAGRAPH THAT IS SOMEWHAT DAMAGED IN TERMS OF QUALITY, HAS BEEN 
RETYPED BELOW: - 

I have now discharged the most painful duty that I ever undertook; it has been like cutting off a right hand, 
or plucking out a right eye. But God has seemed to require it at my hand, and I did not dare to disobey. My prayer to 
God is, that he may have mercy on them that believe not the truth, but have pleasure in unrighteousness. A crisis 
has arrived when something ought to be done, if by any means they may be aroused from their apathy, and rescued 
from their opposition to the Lord’s coming. May God enable us all to see that it is our duty to be formally separated 
from them. 

 Feb. 13, 1844.        F. G. BROWN. 
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“EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM BRO. JOHN H. THOMAS.” – THE 
WESTERN MIDNIGHT CRY, APRIL 6, 1844. 
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“LETTER FROM A. G. PERKINS.” – THE WESTERN MIDNIGHT CRY, 
MAY 18, 1844. 
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EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE. – THE MIDNIGHT CRY, JUNE 27, 
1844 – BY JOSHUA V. HIMES. 
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“MEETING AT GEERY, N. Y.” – THE MIDNIGHT CRY, SEPTEMBER 
26, 1844 – BY BRO. MARSH. 
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 “CALL TO REMEMBRANCE THE FORMER DAYS.”  - THE ADVENT REVIEW, AND SABBATH 
HERALD, JANUARY 13, 1852 – JAMES WHITE & JOSHUA V. HIMES. 
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“WORD OF WARNING” – THE MIDNIGHT CRY, OCTOBER 3, 1844 

BY M. WILLIAMSON. 

WORD OF WARNING. 
 

 Dear Brother Southard, – I want to say a few 

words through the “Midnight Cry,” to my dear 

brethren and sisters scattered abroad, by way of 

encouragement and warning, with my prayer to God 

that it may be the means of awaking some of them to 

see that our Lord is at the door!  And I wish to address 

each class separately. 1. To my brethren placed over 

the “household, to give them meat in due season.”  Do 

we feel the force of that language, “The great day of 

the Lord is near!  IT IS NEAR!! and hasteth greatly!!! 

even the voice of the day of the Lord;  the mighty man 

shall cry then bitterly.” This language is forcible, and 

full of warning, and it seems that God designed it 

especially  for us. O that we might take the warning, 

and awake out of sleep. “Who then is a faithful and 

wise servant, whom his Lord hath made ruler over his 

household  TO GIVE THEM MEAT IN DUE SEASON? 

Blessed is that servant who his Lord, WHEN HE 

COMETH, SHALL FIND SO DOING.” Doing what? Why 

“GIVING MEAT IN DUE SEASON.” This certainly is 

ours, and for us to read in our closets on our knees, 

asking God to direct our attention to that which shall 

be “meat in due season,” necessary for the 

“household,” to make them ready for their coming 

King, and for wisdom and grace to administer it 

fearlessly, in its proper time. It does seem to me that 

the “meat” given two years past is not the “meat” 

necessary now to qualify the “household,” for their 

coming Lord and Master. When you and I entered this 

glorious field of labor, our business was to feed the 

flock with what seemed to us the then present truth; 

i. e. the coming of Christ in 1843, but now it is 

acknowledged by nearly all that the time is past, of 

course it cannot be “meat in due season” now, for our 

brethren and sisters. The household are calling for 

“their portion of meat.” What shall we do for them? 

they must be fed. O Lord, open our eyes to see the 

meat suitable for the family just now, that they may 

be ready to go in when thou shalt come. They must be 

fed, brethren, and if we refuse to feed them, God will 

raise up servants who will do it, and we shall be laid 

aside as “unprofitable servants.” “O let us be ready to 

hail the glad day.” 

  

 You, know, brethren, the Jewish 1843, in 

which it was calculated the prophetic periods would 

end, is admitted by nearly all to be numbered among 

the things that are past, and is it not true that the 

vision (of the coming of Christ) is tarrying to us, and 

that we are waiting for it? It is certainly true. When 

we first believed the Advent doctrine, we were 

represented as those “who took their lamps and 

WENT FORTH TO MEET THE BRIDEGROOM.” March 

21st passed by, and we were thrown into the 

“tarrying”  time. When we were asked “what are you 

going to do now?” we told them, “If the vision tarry, 

wait for it; because it will surely come, it will not 

tarry.”  “For yet a little while and he THAT SHALL 

COME, WILL COME, and will  NOT TARRY.” How 

comforting this was to us, when time passed by! It 

was sweeter than “cold water to a thirsty soul.”4 

  

 While the “Bridegroom tarried.” To whom 

does he tarry? To those who are looking for a 

thousand years of peace and safety, - the return of the 

carnal Jews to old Jerusalem. Does he “tarry” to the 

“nominal churches” who have no faith in his 

immediate coming?  He does not. To whom then does 

he tarry? To those “who took their lamps  and went 

forth  to meet him.” Our brethren and sisters at home 

and abroad are living witnesses of this truth, and it 

has been the only answer we could give. It is no hard 

matter to find who took their lamps and went forth. It 

is that class who were disappointed, to whom the 

vision tarries. “And while the Bridegroom tarried, 

they all slumbered and slept; and at midnight (of this 

                                                           
4
 Under the 1st Angel’s Message, William Miller and his 

associates expected the 2nd Coming of Jesus to occur 
sometime within the Jewish year 1843. This was calculated 
by Br. Miller to end on March 21st, 1844. It was after the 
passing of this first time of expectation for the 2nd coming 
to take place that the “Tarrying Time” of the Ten Virgin 
Parable of Matthew 25 commenced. It is to these events 
under the preaching of the 1st message that the writer is 
referring to in the first two paragraphs of this article.  
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tarrying) there arose a cry, Lo the Bridegroom 

cometh, go ye out to meet him.” When we embraced 

the doctrine, we were represented as those who 

“went forth.”  When the cry comes, “Behold the 

Bridegroom cometh,” we are to GO OUT to meet him. 

But how came we into this tarrying night? Because 

we commenced the vision in the spring, instead of the 

fall, 457 B C.5 We fell short of reaching the destined 

port six months and a few days over. It threw us into 

the tarrying night, six months. God stepped in with an 

assurance that “it will surely come, it will not tarry,” 

and tells us to “wait for it.” We are past midnight, 

brethren. How is it with us and with the “household”.   

  

 There is no time to be at ease in Zion, “there is 

a wo pronounced on such. Brethren, awake! awake!! 

awake!!! OH! let all the soul within you – for the 

truth’s sake go abroad! STRIKE! let every nerve and 

sinew tell on ages, tell for God.  “Seeing we look for 

such things, what manner of persons ought we  to be 

in all holy conversation and godliness. Our labours 

will soon be at an end, and O that we may be faithful 

servants whom the Lord, when he cometh, shall find 

“giving meat in due season.” “For yet a little while, 

and he that shall come will come and will not tarry.” 

  

 TO THOSE IN THE MORE PRIVATE CIRCLE.  

You see, by the above, where we are, and the awful 

responsibility under which you are laid not only to 

one another, but to the dearest cause ever espoused 

by mortals. When God calls, you must obey; when the 

truth is presented by the servant of God, or in other 

words, when “meat in due season” is offered, you are 

to eat and live, or refuse and be lost. When God shows 

us a truth, essential to our salvation, we have only to 

reject it once, to secure our utter destruction and 

banishment from the presence of the Lord, and the 

glory of his power forever. We want to impress on 

                                                           
5 Under the preaching of the 1st Angel’s message, William 
Miller taught that the seventy weeks of Daniel ix: 24 - 27 
ended at the crucifixion of Christ, in the Northern 
Hemisphere spring of A. D. 33. And thus the 2, 300 days of 
Daniel viii: 14 would end in the spring of the Jewish year 
1843. It was the research of Brother S. S. Snow amongst 
others that moved the ending point of the seventy weeks 
to the autumn of   A. D. 34, and thus moved the ending of 
the 2, 300 days to the autumn of 1844. This finding gave 
rise to the “Midnight Cry” or “7th Month” Movement.  

your memory the importance of strict obedience, 

“that now it is high time to awake out of sleep.” Your 

prayers and efforts were never more needed than at 

this moment, when we consider that we are on the 

threshold of the Judgment. Our brethren who carry 

the word of the Lord to you, need your prayers and 

presence. You are not aware of the feelings the 

lecturer has who comes to you with a message from 

God, in which your eternal all is involved, charged to 

deliver it faithfully, and in the fear of God, when he 

has done it to feel in his heart that but a very few 

have been benefited, he leaves the house of prayer 

with the language of the prophet of old coming from 

the recesses of his heart, “Oh that my head were 

waters, and mine eyes a fountain of tears, that I might 

weep day and night for the slain of the daughters of 

my people.” To you we make an appeal for your 

assistance at this perilous moment. It is after 

midnight of the tarrying, and we again repeat the cry, 

“Behold the Bridegroom cometh, go ye out to meet 

him.” Awake, beloved brethren and sisters, that your 

lamps may be all trimmed, and burning to welcome 

the “Bridegroom” to “the throne of David.” “The night 

is far spent, the day is at hand, let us cast off the 

works of darkness, and let us put on the armor of 

light.” “My son, keep thy father’s commandment, and 

forsake not the law of thy Mother. Bind them 

continually upon thine heart; tie them about thy neck. 

When thou goest, it shall lead thee, and when thou 

sleepest, it shall keep thee, and when thou awakest, it 

shall talk with thee.”  Why? Because the 

commandment is a lamp, and the law is light, and 

reproofs of instruction are the way of life.” We once 

more call upon you to ‘awake,’ ‘arise’ and “trim you 

lamps.” “Go ye out to meet him.” “The end of all things 

is at hand.” How near is that? “He is at hand that doth 

betray me; and while he yet spake, lo Judas came!” 

This is what we call at hand, when the signs are 

fulfilled, especially the last one before our eyes. Some 

of you still remain in the nominal churches; 

supporting those who scoff at the coming of Christ (at 

hand) behind your back; who are beating your 

brethren and sisters, that are praying, “Come Lord 

Jesus, come quickly.” God has forsaken them, and you 

know it. It will be in vain to reach you and to do you 

good, until you refrain from daubing these rejected 
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walls with untempered mortar. “Come out from 

among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and 

touch not the unclean thing, and I will receive you.” 

Some of you we never expect to see in the present 

state of things, but oh shall we meet in the air, to 

crown him “King of kings and Lord of lords?” I close 

with my prayer to God in the language of the poet, 

 

“May all our lamps be burning, 

Our loins well girded be, 

Each longing heart preparing 

With joy thy face to see.” 

“Amen, even so come Lord Jesus.” 

 

M. WILLIAMSON.6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
6 This excellent article was written at the height of the 
“Midnight Cry” message, when it was going with the power 
of the Holy Spirit, just a few weeks before the “Great 
Disappointment” of October 22, 1844. In this article, the 
writer has given us an excellent overview of the Ten Virgin 
parable, and the necessity for the Advent believers to leave 
the nominal churches, which had rejected the message of 
Christ’s 2nd coming being near at hand.  
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1884 GREAT CONTROVERSY,  
 “THE SECOND ANGEL’S MESSAGE.” – pages 230 – 240  

Ellen G. White. 
 

CHAPTER XV. - THE SECOND ANGEL'S MESSAGE. 
 

      

The churches that refused to receive the first 

angel's message, rejected light from Heaven. That 

message was sent in mercy to arouse them to see 

their true condition of worldliness and backsliding, 

and to seek a preparation to meet their Lord. God has 

ever required his people to remain separate from the 

world, that they might not be allured from their 

allegiance to him. He delivered the Israelites from 

bondage in Egypt because he would not have them 

corrupted by the idolatry with which they were there 

surrounded. The children of this world are the 

children of darkness. Their attention is not directed 

to the Sun of Righteousness, but is centered upon 

themselves and the treasures of earth. Blinded by the 

god of this world, they have no just perception of the 

glory and majesty of the true God. While they enjoy 

his gifts, they forget the claims of the Giver. Such have 

chosen to walk in darkness, and they are led by the 

prince of the powers of darkness. They do not love 

and enjoy divine things, because they do not discern 

their value or loveliness. They have alienated 

themselves from the light of God, and their 

understanding becomes so confused in regard to that 

which is right, true, and holy, that the things of the 

Spirit of God are foolishness to them.   

      It was to separate the church of Christ from 

the corrupting influence of the world that the first 

angel's message was given. But with the multitude, 

even of professed Christians, the ties which bound 

them to earth were stronger than the attractions 

heavenward. They chose to listen to the voice of 

worldly wisdom, and turned away from the heart-

searching message of truth.   

      Peter, writing as he was inspired by the Holy 

Spirit, described the manner in which the message of 

Christ's second coming would be received: "There 

shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after 

their own lusts, and saying, Where is the promise of 

his coming? for since the fathers fell asleep, all things 

continue as they were from the beginning of the 

creation. For this they willingly are ignorant of, that 

by the word of God the heavens were of old, and the 

earth standing out of the water and in the water; 

whereby the world that then was, being overflowed 

with water, perished; but the heavens and the earth 

which are now, by the same word are kept in store, 

reserved unto fire against the day of judgment and 

perdition of ungodly men." [2 PETER 3:3-7.]   

 Those who perished in the waters of the flood 

had an opportunity to escape. All were urged to find 

refuge in the ark; but the multitudes refused to heed 

the warning. So when the first angel's message was 

given, all who heard were invited to receive it, and 

share the blessing to follow its acceptance; but many 

scorned and rejected the call. One turned to his farm, 

another to his merchandise, and they cared for none 

of these things. Inspiration declares that when the 

antediluvians rejected Noah's words, the Spirit of God 

ceased to strive with them. So when men now despise 

the warnings which God in mercy sends them, his 

Spirit after a time ceases to arouse conviction in their 

hearts. God gives light to be cherished and obeyed, 

not to be despised and rejected. The light which he 

sends becomes darkness to those who disregard it. 

When the Spirit of God ceases to impress the truth 

upon the hearts of men, all hearing is vain, and all 

preaching also is vain.   

      When the churches spurned the counsel of 

God by rejecting the Advent message, the Lord 

rejected them. The first angel was followed by a 

second, proclaiming, "Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that 

great city, because she made all nations drink of the 

wine of the wrath of her fornication." [REV. 14:8] 

This message was understood by Adventists to be an 

announcement of the moral fall of the churches in 

consequence of their rejection of the first message. 

The proclamation, "Babylon is fallen," was given in 
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the summer of 1844, and as the result, about fifty 

thousand withdrew from these churches.   

      The term Babylon, derived from Babel, and 

signifying confusion, is applied in Scripture to the 

various forms of false or apostate religion. But the 

message announcing the fall of Babylon must apply to 

some religious body that was once pure, and has 

become corrupt. It cannot be the Romish Church 

which is here meant; for that church has been in a 

fallen condition for many centuries. But how 

appropriate the figure as applied to the Protestant 

churches, all professing to derive their doctrines from 

the Bible, yet divided into almost innumerable sects. 

The unity for which Christ prayed does not exist. 

Instead of one Lord, one faith, one baptism, there are 

numberless conflicting creeds and theories. Religious 

faith appears so confused and discordant that the 

world know not what to believe as truth. God is not in 

all this; it is the work of man,--the work of Satan.   

      In Revelation 17, Babylon is represented as a 

woman, a figure which is used in the Scriptures as the 

symbol of a church. A virtuous woman represents a 

pure church, a vile woman an apostate church. 

Babylon is said to be a harlot; and the prophet beheld 

her drunken with the blood of saints and martyrs. 

The Babylon thus described represents Rome, that 

apostate church which has so cruelly persecuted the 

followers of Christ. But Babylon the harlot is the 

mother of daughters who follow her example of 

corruption. Thus are represented those churches that 

cling to the doctrines and traditions of Rome and 

follow her worldly practices, and whose fall is 

announced in the second angel's message.   

  The close relation of the church to Christ is 

represented under the figure of marriage. The Lord 

had joined his people to himself by a solemn 

covenant, he promising to be their God, and they 

pledging themselves to be his, and his alone. Said 

Paul, addressing the church, "I have espoused you to 

one husband, that I may present you as a chaste 

virgin to Christ." [2 COR. 11:2.] But when her 

confidence and affection were turned away from him, 

and she sought after vanity, and allowed the love of 

worldly things to separate her from God, she forfeited 

the privileges included in this peculiar and sacred 

relation. By the apostle James those who assimilate to 

the world are addressed as "adulterers and 

adulteresses." [JAS. 4:4.]   

      A profession of religion has become popular 

with the world. Rulers, politicians, lawyers, doctors, 

merchants, join the church as a means of securing the 

respect and confidence of society, and advancing 

their own worldly interests. Thus they seek to cover 

all their unrighteous transactions under a profession 

of Christianity. The various religious bodies, re-

enforced by the wealth and influence of these 

baptized worldlings, make a still higher bid for 

popularity and patronage. Splendid churches, 

embellished in the most extravagant manner, are 

erected on popular avenues. The worshipers array 

themselves in costly and fashionable attire. A high 

salary is paid for a talented minister to entertain and 

attract the people. His sermons must not touch 

popular sins, but be made smooth and pleasing for 

fashionable ears. Thus fashionable sinners are 

enrolled on the church-records, and fashionable sins 

are concealed under a pretense of godliness. God 

looks down upon these apostate bodies, and declares 

them daughters of a harlot. To secure the favor and 

support of the great men of earth, they have broken 

their solemn vows of allegiance and fidelity to the 

King of Heaven.   

      The great sin charged against Babylon is, that 

she "made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath 

of her fornication." This cup of intoxication which she 

presents to the world, represents the false doctrines 

which she has accepted as the result of her unlawful 

connection with the great ones of the earth. 

Friendship with the world corrupts her faith, and in 

her turn she exerts a corrupting influence upon the 

world by teaching doctrines which are opposed to the 

plainest statements of the word of God.   

      Prominent among these false doctrines is that 

of the temporal millennium,--a thousand years of 

spiritual peace and prosperity, in which the world is 

to be converted, before the coming of Christ. This 

siren song has lulled thousands of souls to sleep over 

the abyss of eternal ruin.   

 The doctrine of the natural immortality of the 

soul has opened the way for the artful working of 

Satan through modern Spiritualism; and besides the 

Romish errors, purgatory, prayers for the dead, 
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invocation of saints, etc., which have sprung from this 

source, it has led many Protestants to deny the 

resurrection and the Judgment, and has given rise to 

the revolting heresy of eternal torment, and the 

dangerous delusion of Universalism.   

      And even more dangerous and more widely 

held than these are the assumptions that the law of 

God was abolished at the cross, and that the first day 

of the week is now a holy day, instead of the Sabbath 

of the fourth commandment.   

      When faithful teachers expound the word of 

God, there arise men of learning, ministers professing 

to understand the Scriptures, who denounce sound 

doctrine as heresy, and thus turn away inquirers 

after truth. Were it not that the world is hopelessly 

intoxicated with the wine of Babylon, multitudes 

would be convicted and converted by the plain, 

cutting truths of the word of God. The sin of the 

world's impenitence lies at the door of the church.   

      God sent his professed people a message that 

would have corrected the evils which separated them 

from his favor. A state of union, faith, and love had 

been produced among those who from every 

denomination in Christendom received the Advent 

doctrine; and had the churches in general accepted 

the same truth, the same blessed results would have 

followed. But Babylon scornfully rejected the last 

means which Heaven had in reserve for her 

restoration, and then, with greater eagerness, she 

turned to seek the friendship of the world.   

      Those who preached the first message had no 

purpose or expectation of causing divisions in the 

churches, or of forming separate organizations. "In all 

my labors," said Wm. Miller, "I never had the desire 

or thought to establish any separate interest from 

that of existing denominations, or to benefit one at 

the expense of another. I thought to benefit all. 

Supposing that all Christians would rejoice in the 

prospect of Christ's coming, and that those who could 

not see as I did would not love any the less those who 

should embrace this doctrine, I did not conceive there 

would ever be any necessity for separate meetings. 

My whole object was a desire to convert souls to God, 

to notify the world of a coming Judgment, and to 

induce my fellow-men to make that preparation of 

heart which will enable them to meet their God in 

peace. The great majority of those who were 

converted under my labors united with the various 

existing churches. When individuals came to me to 

inquire respecting their duty, I always told them to go 

where they would feel at home; and I never favored 

any one denomination in my advice to such."   

 For a time many of the churches welcomed 

his labors; but as they decided against the Advent 

truth, they desired to suppress all agitation of the 

subject. Those who had accepted the doctrine were 

thus placed in a position of great trial and perplexity. 

They loved their churches, and were loth to separate 

from them; but as they were ridiculed and oppressed, 

denied the privilege of speaking of their hope, or of 

attending preaching upon the Lord's coming, many at 

last arose and cast off the yoke which had been 

imposed upon them.   

      In the days of the Reformation, the gentle and 

pious Melancthon declared, "There is no other church 

than the assembly of those who have the word of 

God, and who are purified by it." Adventists, seeing 

that the churches rejected the testimony of God's 

word, could no longer regard them as constituting the 

church of Christ, "the pillar and ground of the truth;" 

and as the message, "Babylon is fallen," began to be 

proclaimed, they felt themselves justified in 

separating from their former connection.   

      Since the rejection of the first message, a sad 

change has taken place in the churches. As truth is 

spurned, error is received and cherished. Love for 

God, and faith in his word, have grown cold. The 

churches have grieved the Spirit of the Lord, and it 

has been in a great measure withdrawn. The words of 

the prophet Ezekiel are fearfully applicable: "Son of 

man, these men have set up their idols in their heart, 

and put the stumbling-block of their iniquity before 

their face. Should I be inquired of at all by them?" "I 

the Lord will answer him that cometh according to 

the multitude of his idols." [EZE. 14:3, 4.] Men may 

not bow down to idols of wood and stone, but all who 

love the things of the world and take pleasure in 

unrighteousness have set up idols in their hearts. The 

majority of professed Christians are serving other 

gods besides the Lord. Pride and luxury are 

cherished, idols are set up in the sanctuary, and her 

holy places are polluted.   
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   Anciently the Lord declared to his servants 

concerning Israel: "The leaders of this people cause 

them to err, and they that are led of them are 

destroyed." [ISA. 9:16.] "The prophets prophesy 

falsely, and the priests bear rule by their means, and 

my people love to have it so; and what will ye do in 

the end thereof?" [JER. 5:31.] "For from the least of 

them even unto the greatest of them, every one is 

given to covetousness; and from the prophet even 

unto the priest, every one dealeth falsely." [JER. 6:13.] 

The Jewish church, once so highly favored of the 

Lord, became an astonishment and a reproach 

through neglect to improve the blessings granted 

them. Pride and unbelief led to their ruin. But these 

scriptures do not apply to ancient Israel only. The 

character and condition of many nominally Christian 

churches are here portrayed. Though in possession of 

far greater blessings than were granted to the Jews, 

they are following in the steps of that people; and the 

greater the light and privileges bestowed, the greater 

the guilt of those who permit them to pass 

unimproved.   

      The picture which the apostle Paul has drawn 

of the professed people of God in the last days is a sad 

but faithful delineation of the popular churches of our 

time. "Having a form of godliness, but denying the 

power thereof," "lovers of pleasures more than lovers 

of God," "lovers of their own selves, covetous, 

boasters, proud," [2 TIM. 3:2-7.]--such are a few 

specifications from the dark catalogue which he has 

given. And in view of the frequent and startling 

revelations of crime, even among those that minister 

in holy things, who dare affirm that there is one sin 

enumerated by the apostle which is not concealed 

under a profession of Christianity?   

      "But what fellowship hath righteousness 

with unrighteousness?" "And what concord hath 

Christ with Belial?" "And what agreement hath the 

temple of God with idols? For ye are the temple of the 

living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and 

walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall 

be my people. Wherefore come out from among them, 

and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the 

unclean, and I will receive you, and will be a Father 

unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, 

saith the Lord Almighty." [2 COR. 6:14-18.]   

   At the proclamation of the first angel's 

message, the people of God were in Babylon; and 

many true Christians are still to be found in her 

communion. Not a few who have never seen the 

special truths for this time are dissatisfied with their 

present position, and are longing for clearer light. 

They look in vain for the image of Christ in the 

church. As the churches depart more and more 

widely from the truth, and ally themselves more 

closely with the world, the time will come when those 

who fear and honor God can no longer remain in 

connection with them. Those that "believed not the 

truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness," will be 

left to receive "strong delusion," and to "believe a lie." 

[2 THESS. 2:11, 12.] Then the spirit of persecution 

will again be revealed. But the light of truth will shine 

upon all whose hearts are open to receive it, and all 

the children of the Lord still in Babylon, will heed the 

call, "Come out of her, my people."  

 

 

 


