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PREFACE.

WEe make no apology for offering this Work to the
friends of Bible truth. The Lessons it contains are
upon subjects of the greatest importance, and which
ghould claim the first attention of every student of the
Holy Scriptures.  While the author of the following
Lessons has had in view particularly the insfruction
of children, hie has prepared them soastorender them
profitable to adults, especially all those who are com-
meneing to investizate the themes on which they
treat. May this little Work go forth under the bless-
ing of God, and prove instrumental in leading many
to the knowledee of the truth relative to the Come-

mandments of Gud, and the Faith of Jesus.

PusLISHER.



THE BIBLE CLASS.

LESSON I,
Definition of the Law of God.

A vaw is a rule of action. It tells us what
we must do, and what we must not do.  If we
had no law, bad men would steal, rob aud mur-
der without fear of punmishment, So we must
Lhave a law.

A good law shows what is right and what is
wrong. DBut men do not agree about what is
right.  Oune man would have the law one way,
and another, another way. Each one \\oulddv
sire to have aJaw to please himself, and no man's
judgment is good e¢nough to make a law that
would be just right in evervthing. But God,
our Maker, knows exactly what is right for us
to do, and he has made a law that is perfect.
David was one of the holy men of old who
spake as they were moved by the Holy Spint;

Questroxs.—What is a law? What does it tell us?
What must we have? What does a good law show?
If men were to make laws, what would cach one de-
sire to have? What has God made? What did Da-
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[2 Pet. iy 215] and he said, “The law of the
Lord is perfect, converting thesoul.”  Ps. xix, 7.

Then God has given s a perfect rule of ac-
tion—a puerfect law 5 and if we obey it, we shall
do just right. A perfect law cannot be made
better by altering it in fact, to alter such alaw
would make it impertect. Ifyou alter that which
is just right, you make it wrong. A boy writes
a word of ten letters on a slate, and spells it per-
fectly right.  Let him rub out or change one
letter, and it will be spelled wrong.  So if we
change one commandment of the perfect law of
God, it makes it imperfect. It is no longer the
law of God. 1Ile has said, My covenant will 1
not break, nor alter the thing that is gone out
of my lips. DI’s. Ixxxix, 34. He never made a
law and afterwards altered it. To say that ho
has done so is speaking against his wisdom and
his truth. Ile is too wise to make a Jaw that
needs altering, and his truth is pledged that he
will not do so.

But he made some laws for man after he had
sinned, which were intended to last only till
Christ should come and die upon the cross.
These never were altered, but their time was
out when Jesus died, and they died also. They

vid say? What, then, has God given us? If we obey
it, how shall we do? To alter a perfect law, how
would it make it? What has God said? What has
he unever done? To say he has altered his law, is
speaking against what? Iow long were those laws
to last which were made for ruan atter he had sinned?



LAW OF GOD. S

ware given to point sinners forward to the death
of Christ for forgiveness, and when he died they
could be used no longer, These laws required
the killing of animals in saerifice, which saeri-
fices were types, emblems or shadows of the
death of Christ for sins.  If men had not sinned,
these laws never would have been made.  DBuat
the law of God, which s the subject of these
lescons, was made for man, betore he sin-
ned, and if he had not transzressed it, he would
have needed mo Saviour to die for him, and,
cm)scl!quently, no sacrifices to peint to Christ’s
death.

LESSON II.
Two kinds of Laws.

In our last lesson we mentioned two kinds of
laws. The first is the rule of duty towards God
and each other. It is a rule by which we can
tell what actions are right and what are wrong.
For this reason we call it the moral law. By
this law we learn what actions are sinful ; for
an Apostle says, Sin is the transgression of the
law. 1 John iii, 4. All of us can see, then,

Sacrifices were rhadows of what? What if man bad
not sinned? What is the subject of these lessons?
When was it made for man? What if he had not
transgressed it?

Questions.— Whal. were mentioned in our last les-
gon? What is the first? What do weecall 11? What
do we learn by this law? What doesan Apostle say?
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that if man had not sinned, he would have kept
this law,

But the other kind of laws was given to man
because he was asinner ; that 15, beeause he had
transgressed  the first law, or the law of richt
and wrong.  This second law we call the ritual,
or ceremonial law, because it consisted of rites,
or ceremonies, by which the believing, penitent
sinner might obtain forgiveness of sins.  If men
had not broken the moral law of God, they
never would have been obliged to perform rites
for remission of sins. They never would have
been commanded to take an innocent animal
from the flock, and offer him, a sacrifice for sin,
by shedding his guiltless blood. Those offer-
ings were typical of Christ. The person  offer-
ing them virtually acknowledged himself wor-
thy of death for his sins,and expressed his faith
in Christ, the Lamb of God, who was to come
and die for the sins of the world. Now when
we read of Christ’s blotting out the hand writing
of ordinances that was against us; which was
contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nail-
ing it to his cross, we know that the law that
required those sacrifices for sin, is meant. God

Why was the other kind of laws given to man? What
do we call this second Iaw?  Had men kept the mor-
al law, what wouid they never have been obliged to
perform?  Of whom were offerings typical?  Of what
did the person offering them acknowledge himself
worthy? In whom did he express his faith? What
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never gave man anvthing that was contrary to
him, till he leed done conteary to the moral law
of Cod.

The word law, in the New Testament menns,
sometimes the first and sometimes the seeond
law.  We can alwavs tell which is meant Ly
what 15 said of it.  When Jesus sayvs, Till heav-
en and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in
no wise pass from the law, [Matt, v, 18] we
know that he means the first, or moral law,
But when I’aul speaks of a Jaw havine a shad-
ow of good things to come—which stood only
in meats and drinks, (offerings.) and carnal or-
dinances, (rites and ceremonies,) imposed on
them till the time of reformation, (till Christ the
better sacrifice was offercd,) [Ileb. x, 1; ix. 10,]
we know that he means the second or ceremo-
nial law.  When James pronounces every per-
son guilty who does not keep the whole Jaw,
[Chap. ii, 10,] he speaks of the moral rule of
God’s government, which Jesus came not to de-
stroy. Matt. v, 17. But when we read of the
law of commandments contained in ordinances,
those ceremonies are referred to, which Jesus
did abolish. Eph. ii, 15.

law did Christ nail to his eross? In the New Testa-
ment, what does the word Jaw mean? By what ean
we tell which is meant?  What did Jesus kav in Matt.
v, 187 What law did he mean? What is referred to
in Heb. ix, 10?
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LESSON 1II.

The Law not in the New Testament.

The law of (rod, as a whole, is not found in
the New Testament. This part of the Bible
contains four histories of the life of Christ from
his birth to his burial and resurrection, some-
times called the four gospels. Then an account
of the doings of the apostles, how they preached
the gospel, traveling from place to place. This
is called the Acts of the Apostles. Then we
have the epistles, which are letters written by
the apostles to various churches and individuals.
And last of all is the Revelation of Jesus Christ,
given in vision to John, on the isle of Patmos,
showing the things which were to take place
afterwards, from that time to the end of the
world, and the making of a new heavens and
earth, in which the saints will live forever.

In all these writings, or scriptures, there is no
whole code, or body of laws; no part of them
is called the law of God. But the law, and the
commandments of (God are often spoken of, and
frequently some of them are repeated. Thisshows
us that there had been a law given, which

Questioxs.—Where is the whole law of God not
found? How many histories of the life of Christ does
the New Testament contain? What are they some-
times called? What book comes next? What are
the epistles? What is Lthe last book in the Bible call-
ed? What things were shown to John in vision?
What is there in all these scriptures? What is often
spoken of? What does this show us? What did
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Christ and his apostles did not think it necessa-
ry to give again.  But they aflinmed the whole
law to be binding. Our Saviour had given no
body of laws to his disciples when he said, One
jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the
law. Matt. v, 18. Then he spoke of a Jaw
which had been given before the first book of
the New Testament was written; and he teach-
es us to keep the whole of it.  He says, Whoso-
ever thercfore shall break omne of these least
commandments, and shall teach men so, heshall
be called the least in the kingdom of heaven.
Verse 19.  We see by reading a little further,
that, Thou shalt not kill, is a part of the law he
1s talking about. The apostle Jamessays, Who-
soever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend
in one point, he is guilty of all. Yor he that
said, Do not commit adultery, said also, Do not
kill. Jamesii, 10, 11. Now James teaches us
to keep the whole law, but does not give us the
whole law. Ie gives us, however, two com-
mandments of the Jaw of which he speaks.
These two are, Do not commit adultery, and, Do
not kill. Now if we can find a whole law, and
these two precepts are a part of it, we must

Clrist and the apostles afhirm to be binding? When
was the law of which Christ spoke in Matt. v, 18, given?
How much of it does he teach us to keep? What is
a part of that law? What does the nposl}e James say?
How many commandments of the law does he repeat?
What are ther? What must we do if we find a whole
law of which these two are a part?
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keep the whole of it, even if we find it in the
Ol Testament; for James teaches us that who-
soever does not keep the whole is guilty.

LESSON 1V,
The Law existed from the Beginning.

Let us now look for the law of God in that
part of the Bible called the Old Testament.
The book of Genesis is a brief history of events,
beginning with the creation of the world, and
extending over a period of more than two thou-
sand years. During this time there lived some
men who were approved of God, such as Abel,
Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Lot, Isaac, and Jacob.
These the Lord called righteous men, beeause
they did right. 1ut there were many wicked
men in those times, like Cain, who killed his
brother, and God sent dreadful judgments upon
them for their sins. At one time he sent a
flood of water upon the earth, and destroyed all
men living, but cight persons ; [Gen. vii ;] at an-
other time he rained fire and brimstone on four
cities, and burned them up with all their in-
habitants, with the exception of one man and a
part of his family.  Gen. xix.

Questrong.—~What ig the book of Genesis? Begin-
ning with what? Over how long a period does it ex-
tend?  What faithful men lived during this time?
What did the Lord ea’l such men? Why? Who elso
lived in those times? What didl God send upon them?
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But the law of God is not written in the book
of Genesise No set of rules are liere given for
men to live by, Butit is reasonable to Suppose
that God had then revealed to men what was
vight and what was wrone,  Thise rizhteous
men must have been tanght of God what ac-
tions were vight.  And, in fact, we know that
they had the law of God, although it is not
written in the history of these times, that is, the
book of Genesix. For God savs, Abraham obey-
ed my voice, and kept my charge, my com-
mandments, my statutes, and my laws. Gen.
xxvi, 5. Ife could not have kept a law lefore
that law was made known to him. 8o we kpow
that God had a law and righteous men kept it
though the law itself is not recorded here.

On the other hand, those wicked men who
were destroyed by flood and flame, Lbroke the
Jaw, and were sinners in the sight of God.
And they could not be sinners without a law :
for sin is the transgres<sion of the law, [1 Jobn
iii, 4,] and where no law is there is no trans-
gression.  Rom. iv, 15.

Thus we sce that the law of Gad existed dur-
ing those early ages, that cood men kept it,and
bad men broke it; and wherever we can find a

What for? 1low many persons were saved from the
flood?  Where is the faw of God not written® What
did God say 1o Abraham, by which we know that
there had heen a law given in his time?  What were
those wicked men who were destroved? What is sin?
What is said in Rom. iv, 157 1f we find a whole law
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whole law which God has given at any time,
we mayv be coufident that it is the same law
which those righteous men kept: for he does
not change, and his perfect rule of right cannot
change.

LESSON V.
The Sabbath a Test of Obedience to
God's Law,

Having proved that the law of God was known
to men fromn the beginning, though not written
in the book of Genesis, we now proceed tosearch
for it in Exodus. This book gives us the histo-
ry of the exode, or going out of the Israelites
from Egypt. We read the first filteen chapters
and do not find the law so much as mentioned.
In the sixteenth chapter it is spoken of, but not
written.

The Lord, having brought his people out of
Egypt, now purposes to prove them, whether
they will walk in his law, or no. Verse 4.
Now, if we observe carcfully how le tested
them, whether they would walk in his law, we
shall learn what some part, at least, of the law

somewhere else, in the Bible, of what may we be
cunfident?

Questions.—What was proved in your last lesson?
In what book is the law not written? Where do we
next search for it? How many chapters do we read
and not find the law mentioned?  In whieh chapter
18 it first spoken of?  What does the Lord purpose to
do concerving his people? If we observe earefully
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is. Take your Bible and read this chapter care-
fully as far as the 30th verse, and you will see
that he proves them to see if they will keep the
Sabbath. So we know that the Sabbath com-
mandment was a part of the law of God, and
this proving them took place a month before
the law was spoken from Mt. Sinai.

They were in a desert place and wanted food
to live upon. God gave them bread from heay-
en ; but in giving it, he did not choose to give
it in such a way that they need not labor on
any day of the week : they must gatherit: and
they could not lay up a store of manna for a
month, a week, or even another day, (except
the Sabbath,) and thus be released from daily
labor ; for it would spoil in one night ; but ou
the sixth day enough might be gathered and
kept for the Sabbath. This arrangement gave
them opportunity to labor on six days, prepare
for the Sabbath, and keep it when it came.
Thus he proved them.

Qut of all his law, God sclected the Sabbath
commandment as a test of obedience ; and who
could choose a better one for that purpose!?
None could be better calculated to prove their
love to him.

bhow he tested them, what shall welearn? What does
Lie prove them with? What do we know from this?
How long was this before the law was spoken from
Sinai? %hat did the arrangement concerning the
manna give them opportunity to do? What part of
his law did God sclect as a test of obedience? What



14 THE TEN COMMANDMENTS

Suppose your father, wishing to test your
obedience and love to bim, should command
you not to kill your brother: you would obey
him ; but who would know that you did so out
of love for your father ¥  You love your bLroth-
cr, and yourself too well to disobey that com-
mand. ut suppose he requires you to leave
some business of your own, with which you are
highly pleased, in order to serve him. "If you
do it cheerfully, you know, and your father
knows, that you do it to please him.

Thus we see the wisdom of God in choosing
the Sabbath to prove his ancient people, before
giving them the land of Canaan ; and il he proves
his people of this last generation by the smne
test, before giving them the promised inherit-
ance, no one can justly complain that his ways
are not equal.

LESBON VI,
The Ten Commandments are the
Law of God,

From what has been already seen, we ma
learn an important fact which we shall do well
to remember; and that is, that the Sabbath
commandment is the first one revealed in the
Bible, as being a part ol the law of God.,

We now pass ou to the twentieth chapter of

do we see in this choice? If lle now uses the same
test, who can justly complaint

QuerstioNs.—What fact way be learned from the tes-
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Exodus. Ilere we find thelaw of Giod. Tt eon-
sists of ten commandments, and ends at the ¢lose
of the seventeenth verse, (il spoke them all
to all Israel with his own voice, when he can.
down upon the top of Mount Ninai in fire, and
the smoke thercof ascended as the smoke of a
furnace, and the whole mount quaked greatly.
See Ex. xix, 16, and onward. And Heo wrote
them in two tables of stone.

These ten precepts are a whole, finished code
of laws. That the Lord wished us to under-
stand it so, is evident from the Scriptures,  In
Deut. iv, 13, Moses says, And he deelared unto
you his covenant, which he commanded you to
perform, even ten commandments 7 and he wrote
them upon two tables of stone,  Also in Chap.
v, 22, ho says, These words the Lord spake un-
to all your assembly in the mount, out of the
midst of the fire, and of the thick darkness, with
a great voice: and he added no more: and he
wrote them in two tables of stone, and delivered
them unto me. “These scriptures show that
these ten precepts are a wholo law ; it was per-
feetly finished ; therefore ho added no more.

In these commandments are contained all the

timony already cxamined? Tn what chapter do we
find the Jaw? ™ OF what does it consist? l\'ho gpoke
them?  From what mountain?  What did he do be-
sides speaking them?  What are these ten precepts?
Repeat Deut. iv, 13, Chapter v, 220 What do these

scriptures prove? What are contained in the ten
commandments? What can be added to them which
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great principles of God’s government. The
principles of all moral duties are summed up in
them. These principles or rules can be carried
out more in detail, as they are in other parts of
the Bible, but nothing can be added to them
which will make them better. They are right
altogether. [n the language of inspiration by
David, The law of the Lord is perfect. DPs. xix,
7. It is the perfect law of liberty of which the
Apostle speaks. James i, 25. ‘I'be person that
i3 not condemned by it, enjoys the largest liber-
ty ; and whoever tells you Lhat you are at lib-
erty to break one of its precepts, knowing what
he does, is himself the servant of corruption. ¢
Pet. ii, 19 ; Matt. v, 19.

LESSON VII,

The ten commandments are ten rules of ac-
tion by which it is our duty 10 live. If all men
lived by these rules, all would do right and all
would be happy. God has tanght us, by these
ten laws, that there are ten ways in which we
may sin against him. Ierhaps you inquire,
Are there only ten ways in which we can sin?
Yes, there are a great variety of wrong actions,
and aftections, but there are ten classes or kinds
of them.

will improve them? What is the language of inspi-
ration concerning this law?  Will you try to keep it

Questioxs.-What are the ten commandments? What
would be the case if all lived by theserules? Inhow
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To explain it, we will take ten ¢lasses or kinds
of trees ; as oak, ash, pine, ¢cIm, &c. In each
class there are a number of varieties, as white
oak, red oak, yellow oak, black oak, &c., white
ash, Llack ash, yellow ash, &cj some classes
having a greater, and some a Jess number of va-
rictics. Now if you are furbidden to cut down
an oak in the forest, you know that all kinds of
oak are meant ; and so of every class of trees.

To apply this to the law of God, we will take
the eighth commandment which says, Thou
shalt not steal. This means that we must not
take our neighbor’s property wrongfully; and
there are many ways in which we can do this.
If I sell a quantity of wheat Ly the bushel, and
take a measure that I know is a little too small
and measure it by that, and my neighbor pays
me the money agreed upon, perhaps you would
say that I had not stolen his wheat or his mon-
ey 5 but have I not violated the great principle
of right which God hasgiven to guard our prop-
erty ¢ Have I not taken that which belongs to
my neighbor? We might mention many cases
like this, and show a great many ways of break-
ing this commandment ; and also show how the

many ways can we sin? Are there only ten wrong
actions? How many? What is meant then by ten?
To explain this, what is taken? When we say oak,
what do we mean? To np[:;‘ly this figure to the law,
which commandment is taken? What does it say?
Are there more ways than one in which we can take
property wrongfully? What can you say of the oth-

Bible Class, 2
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other commandments may be broken in many
ways, but enough has been said to give you an
idea of much more that might be said, proving
that the Psalmist was right when be said, Thy
commandment is ¢xceeding broad. Ps. exix, 96.

We have been talking about trees, and have
seen that ten classes may include a great varie-
ty of trees ; and now we say that one word will
express all sorts. That word is, tree. So the
Jaw of God forbids every wrong action, and
teaches every duty in ten precepts; and these
duties may all be expressed in one word, and
that is, love. For if we love God with all our
hearts, and our neighbor as ourselves, it is evi-
dent that we should keep all the commandments.
Thus we see the meaning of Paul when he says,
Love worketh no ill to his neighbor; therefore
love is the fulfilling of the law. Rom. xiii, 10.

er commandments? What does the Psalmist say of
them? There are many classes of trees, and many
varieties in a cluss, but what word expresses every
kind? What word expresses all our duties? I1f we
love God and our neighbor as we ought, what is evi-
dent? What says Paul in Rom. xiii, 109
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LEBSON VIII.

Love Fulfnlls the Lawv,

Love is so abundant in our heavenly Father
that an Apostle has said, that * God is love.”
1 John iv, 8, 16. Thercfore Lis law is a law of
love, for it must be like him. It cowes from
the fountain of love, and it requires us to be like
God, that is, it requires us to love. Paul says
to Timothy, The end of the commandment is
charity out of a pure heart. 1 Tim. i, 5. Char-
ity is love. The end or design of all the com-
mandments of God is to teach us tolove. Then
if we keep them rightly, we shall be full of love ;
and God will love us. He that dwelleth in love
dwelleth in God and God in him. 1 Jobn iv,
16. Ile that loveth not, knoweth not God.
Verse 8. And hereby we do know that we
know him, if we keep his commandments. He
that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his
commandments, is a liar, and the truth is notin
him, Chap. ii, 3, 4. For this is the love of
God, that we keep his commandments ; and
his commandments are not grievous. Chap.v, 3.

From scriptures like these we learn three

Questroxs.—What has an Apostle said? What is
God’s law? It comes from what? What does it re-
quire us to do? What says Paul to Timothy? What
is charity? What is the design of all the command-
ments? What is said in 1 John iv, 16? In verse 87
Iu chapter ii? In chapter v? Can we love God as
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things. 1. That God is full of love. 2. That
the design of his law is to teach us to love, 3.
That we cannot love as we ought unless wo
keep it.

We will next consider the objects of our love.
Whom ought we to love? It is evident that
God, our kind Creator and Preserver—the Giv-
er of every good and perfect gift, should be the
first object of our love. In the second place,
we should love those whom God has created—
our fellow men. Jesus said, Thou shalt love the
Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all
thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the
first and great commandment. And the second
is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as
thyself. On these two commandments hang all
the law and the prophets. Matt. xxii, 37-40.

All the teaching of the ten commandments
is love ; but there are two directions in which
our love should flow : towards God, and towards
men ; therefore, the commandments are divided
into two classes, and were written on two tables
of stone. Of the first class there are four com-
mandments. They teach us to have no gods
but the Lord, to make no image to worship, to

we ought and not keep Lis law? Who should be the
first object of our love? The seccond? What did Je-
sus say in Matt. xxii? Inhow many directionsshould
our love flow? Into what are the commandments di-
vided? How were they written? How many are of
the first class? What are we taught by these? How
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profane not the name of God, and to remember
the day of his rest. to keep it holy. These teach
us to love God with all our heart. Of the sec-
ond class there are six commandments.  The
teach us to honor our parents, not to kill, not
to commit adultery, not to steal, not to bear
false witness, and not to covet what belongs to
our neighbor. These teach us to love our neigh-
bor as ourself.

Now we cannot love God and our fellow crea-
tures as we ought, and break one of the ten
commandments ; for it is evident that Jesus,
when he spoke of all the law as hanging upon
the two directions of our love, meant that not
less than ten commmandments hang there,

many of the second class? What do these teach us?
Can we love God and mwan as we ought and break one
of the ten commandments?
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LESSON IX.

Now let us see what a beautiful tree is
duced by obedience to the law of God.

pro-
The

name of the tree is Love; it is deep-rooted in
God, the source of love, Tts body 'is straight
and its bark is smooth. Towards the top it is

divided into two large branches. The name of
the first is Love to God ; the name of the sec-

ond is Love to men.
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The branch ealled Love to God, parts acain
into four hranches, ealled, Huve no false gods,
Make no image, Protune not God's name, and
IXeep holy the Creator’s Rest-day.,

The Lranch called, Love to men bears six
principal branches which are named as follows :
Honor parents, Kill not, Commit not adultery,
Steal not, Witness not falsely, and, Covet not.

Thus there are ten principal branches sup-
ported by the two great ones, and the ten branch
ont again into all the various duties of life. The
leaves cover the whole as a robe of righteous-
ness, and the fruit is the fruit of the Spirit,
which is love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentle-
ness, goodness, faith, meckness, temperance :
against such there is no law. Gal.v, 22. These
and many more of the kind, are the “ peaceable
fruits of righteousness,” or right doing.

It is said in the Proverbs, that, The fruit of
the righteous is a tree of life. Irov. xi, 30.
The tree which we have been examining is a
tree of love. Dut love fulfills the law; that is,
keeps all its precepts, and thus becomes a treo
of life ; for Christ said, If thou wilt enter into

Questions.—What object is used in this lesson fo
illustrate obedienee?  What is its name? lHow is it
divided towards the top? What is the name of the
first branch?  Of the second? How many branches
spring from Love to God? What are they called?
How many from Love tomen?  What are their names?
What upholds these ten branches? What grow out
of the ten?  What ix the fruit of this trec? What is
said in Proverbs? What is the trec we have been ex-
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lile, keep the commandments.  Matt. xix, 17.
And again, Blessed are they that o his com-
mandments, that they may have right to the
tree ot lite, and may enter in through the gates
into the city,  Rev. xxii, 14,

We might deseribe the tree of Iatred, break-
ing all the commandments, and bringing forth
fruit unto death ; |[RRom. vi, 20-33 ;] but we
turn from the disagreeable picture, and say, in
the language of an Apostle, We are persuaded
better things of you, things that accompany sal-
vation. lleb. vi, 9.

LESSON X.
Perpetuity of the Law.

We now inquire, Ilas God abolished his law
or altered any part of it ?

In the first place, we offer our apology for
asking such a question.  For the person who be-
lieves that there is one living and true God, the
Maker of all things, who by his power and wis-
dom formed man and gave him all his powers,
both of body and of mind; who believes that
this great God came down to earth in flaming
fire, and from the top of a mountain, that trem-

amining? What does love do? What does it become?
What does Christ =ay in Matt. xix, 17? In Rev. xxii,
14?7 What ix the fruit of breaking the command-
ments? Wl you chouse life, or death?
QuesTrions.—What do we now inquire? For what
do we offer an aunlogy? Who is God? By what did
Le form man? What did this great God do? From
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bled and shook at his presence, spake forth the
moral rules of his government Lo the assembled
thousands who stood at a distance gazing on
this scene of awful sublimity § that the sume
Giod engraved this law with his own Huger, in
tables of stoue, and ordered them to be placed
in a golden ark prepared expressly for their re-
ception, and deposited in the most holy place of
the earthly temple, guarded on each side by ho-
ly angels, with the visible glory of God, the
symbol of the divine presence above it 3 where
none could enter but the high priest, and he but
once 1n a year; we say, that the person who be-
licves all this, ought to have some good excuse
for seeming to admit, for 2 moment, the possi-
bility of that law’s being abolished, or of its be-
ing changed in the least.

Our excuse, then, for asking the question is
this : that we are not the first to ask it, but that
many men, professing to be the friends of God,
declare that this law has been abolished, conse-
quently that we are under no obligation to keep
it. Others say that the fourth commandment

what place did he speak? What did he speak? In
what did he engrave this law? In wbat were the ta-
bles placed? g\’lwre deposited? What was scen
above the ark? Who only could enter there? HHow
often? What do many professed friends of God de-
clare? What do others say? What was the power,
propbesied of in Daniel, to speak? What think to
change? If none teach that the law of God ischanged,
what do we know? What do people admit? What
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has been changed, so that the first day of the
week is now the Sabbath instead of the seventh.
The Charge belonys to Awuti-Christ. — In
Dan. vii, 25, we have a prophecy of a pow-
er that should arise on earth, that should
“ speak great words against the Most High, and
wear out the saints of the Most Iligh, and think
to change times and laws.” Now if no one
teaches that the laws of the Most Iligh are
changed, we know that that power has not yet
arisen, and that this prophecy is not yet fulfilied.
But we find people admitting that that power
has arisen ; also that the law of God is changed
from what it once was; and yet deny that the
change was made by that power, but affirm that
the Son of God made the change! while the
church of Rome, which is admitted to be the
power prophesied of, claims that she made the
change, and that she had a right to do so.

LESSON X7,

We will now inquire of David, the sweet
Psalmist of Israel, how long the law of God,
which existed in his day, was to last ; whether
the ten commandments were to be everlasting,

else?  What do they deny? By whom do they say
the change was made?  What is the power prophasi-
ed of in Daniel, admitted to be?  What does she
claim?

QuesTions.—Of whom do we inquire respecting the
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or, were to be abolished, or chiuneed at the
death of Christ. '

Please read Psalm exiy, and vou will notice
that much is <aid about the word of Gaod, his
testimonies “ which he has commanded,” is
rizhteousness, his judgments, &c., being ever-
lasting, or enduring for ever. All these could
be shown to prove the perpetuity of the law of
God. But we will examine a few texts only,

and they shall be such as speak directly of the
law and the commandments.

Verse 142. Thy righteousness is ah ever-
lasting righteousness, and thy law is the truth,
Verse 151.  All thy commandments are truth.
The law being the truth, to abolish the law
would be to abolish the truth. This is what
those who understandingly oppose God’s law
are trying to do. To change one of the com-
mandments would be, in the words of an Apos-
tle, to change the truth of God into a lie. Rom.
1, 25. All of them are truth. Each onec teach-
es us a great truth. The first forbids our hav-
ing other gods. What truth does it teach?
That there is but one true God. Paul was

law? What do we inquire? What Psalm are you
requested to read?  What is said in verse 1427  In
verse 1017 To abolish the law would abolish what?
What i it to change «ne of the commandments? How
mANY of them are truth?  What truth is taught by the
first? How do men change this truth to a lie? Bv
having other gods, what truth do they deny? What



28 PERPETUITY

speaking of those who break the first command-
ment when he said, Who changed the truth of
God into a lie, and worshiped and served the
creature rather than the Creator. How did
they change the truth of God into a lic? By
breaking the first commandment—having oth-
er gods—worshiping creatures or things crea-
ted, and thus denying the truth of this precept,
which teaches that there is but one God.

The fourth commandment tells the truth, as
well as the rest. It teaches that God made the
world in six days, and rested on the seventls.
This was truth in the days of David, and it is
the truth now. This truth cannot change, and
how can the commandment be changed? Do
not those who break this law change the truth
of God into a lie, and worship the changer of
times and laws rather than the great God, whose
law is the truth? By working six days and
resting on the seventh, we testify for this truth
of God. It takes seven days to bear this testi-
mony by our actions. The weck was made for
this very purpose. Can we then force the week
to tell another story without changing the truth
of God into a lie? Can the week cclebrate the
resurrection of Christ, or any other event except
the creation ?

truth does the fourth commandment teach? How can
we testify for this truth? How long does it take to
bear this testimony? By using the week to celebrate
the resurrection, what do they force it to do? The
law being the truth, what do we conclude?
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The law being the truth, we come to this
conclusion : that it cannot Le abolished nor
changed.

LESSON XII,.

The testimony of holy men of old is just as
good as that of the apostles of Jesus Christ. For
an Apostle testifies of them that they spake as
they were moved by the Holy Spirit. David
being one of those holy men, we will examine
his testimony a little farther. In Psalm exi, 7,
8, he says, The works of hLis hands are verity
and judgment: all his commandments are sure.
They stand fast for ever and ever, and are done
in truth and uprightness.

How many of his commandments are sure ?
All of them. Do you mean that nine of the
commandments are sure? All, all of them.
Well, how many are there? Let Moses, an-
other holy man of old, answer. And he declar-
ed unto you his covenant which he command-
ed you to perform, even ten commandments,
Deut. iv, 13.  Well, all admit that the ten com-
mandments were the Jaw in the days of Moses
and of David, but the question is, how long

QuestioNs.—How did holy men of old speak?
What did David say of God’s commandments in Ps.
cxi? How many of them are sure? How many are
there? How long do they stand fast? Why? What
is said in Ps. cxix, 1727 Who is righteous in this
dispensation? How many of the commandments are
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were they to remain so? They stand fast for
ever and ever. D3ut why should they endure
for ever? DBecause all of them are righteous-
ness. Ps. exix, 172, TFor all thy command-
ments are righteousness,

Now, pr this testimony in mind while we
ask the apostle John a question. Whois right-
eous under the gospel dispensation?  He that
doeth righteousness is righteous. 1 John iii,
7. How many of the commandments are right-
cousness? All of them. Then the Apostle
teaches us to keep all the commandments un-
less rightcousness has been abolished. Ilave
the commandments which are righteousness,
been abolished? Let David answer. The
ricghteousness of thy testimonies is everlasting.
Verse 144. Thy righteousness is an cverlast-
ing righteousness, and thy law is the truth.

You may cross-examine this witness, but he
will always tell the same story. Other witness-
es might be called to prove the same thing. The
Lord says by Isaiah, My righteousness shall not
be abolished. Isa. li, 6. “All the command-
ments being righteousness, none of them can be
abolished.  1Le continues, Hearken unto nie,
ye that know righteousness, (Who are they ?)
the people in whose heart is my law. Verse 7.

righteousness? What, then, does the Apostle teach
us to keep? How lasting is the righteousness of
those testimonies which were in the ark of the testi-
mony (Read Ex. xxv, 16; xxvi, 34; xxxi, 13) in Da-
vid’s timme? What says ‘the Lord by Isaiah? How
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The people of God under the new covenant, all
have the law of God in their hearts | (Jer. xxxi,
335 Heb. viii, 105) and they can sav with aul,
*“ I delight in the law of God after the inward
man,” or, with David,  Thy law is my delight.”
O, my young friends, fall in love with this law !
Great peace have they that love it.

LESSON XI1II.

‘We have scen [Lesson 3] that the New Testa-
ment teaches the keeping of the whole law of
God; a law which existed before that volume
was written. We have found by the Old Tesca-
ment that God spoke and wrote his law himself,
and that it consisted of ten commandments ; al-
s0, that it should not be abolished, but last for
ever. We come again to the New Testament
to see whether Christ made a new law, or taught
that the old one was everlasting. Jesus was the
Prophet foretold by Muoses, [Deut. xviii, 15-19;
Acts iii, 22,] to whom all should hearken. And
when he was transfigured before some of his
disciples, [Mark ix, 2,] there came a voice out
of the cloud that overshadowed them saying,
This is my beloved Son: hear him. We will

many of those righteous testimonies are abolished?
‘What have God’s people in their hearts? What have
they that love his law 2

Questioxs.—What do we inquire in this lesson?
What was Jesus? Whom shall we hear? What does
he say in Matt. v, 17?7 In verse 187 In verse 19?
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hear his testimony, therefore, concerning the
law of God.

Matt. v, 17. Think not that I am come to
destroy the law,or the prophets: I am notcome
to destroy, but to fulfill,

Verse 18. For verily I say unto you, Till
heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall
in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.

Verse 19. WWhosoever, therefore, shall break
ono of these least commandments, and shall
teach men so, he shall be called the least in the
kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do
and teach them, the same shall be called great
in the kingdom of heaven.

The seventeenth verse teaches us the object
of our Lord in coming to the earth. It wasnot
to destroy the law or the prophets, but to ful-
fill. Campbell’s translation says, “not to sub-
vert, but to ratify ;” which mcans, not to over-
throw, but to confirm.

In verse 18, he savs, Till heaven and earth
pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass
from the law. This confirms what the prophet
David said in Ps. cxi, 8, *“ They stand fast for
ever and ever.”

A jot is the smallest letter in the ITebrew
language, which, was the language of the Jews,

What was our Lord’s object in coming to earth ? What
says Campbell’s translation?  What does that mean ?

hat is confirmed in verse 1827 What did he say of
the commandments? What is a jot? What is a tit-
tle? From the use of this expression of our Saviour,
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A tittle is alittle mark which distinguishes some
of their lctters from others. By tlie use of this
expression, our Saviour teaches us two things.
1. That the smallest particle of the law could
not pass away. 2. That he was talking about
a written law, and not only so, but one that was
written in the Hebrew language. There are no
Jots or tittles—no lettters or marksin a law that
is not written; and the disciples to whom he
spoke were familiar with it, for it was written
in their own language. It was written with
the finger of God, and it is no wonder it should
endure for ever.

LESSON XIV.

But an objection is raised, founded on the ex-
pression, Till all be fulfilled. The objector says,
“ Christ fulfilled it all and took it out of the way,
nailing it to his cross; and we have nothing to
do with it, unless it is re-enacted.”

We will weigh that objection in the scales of
truth. Do not forget that all, all, must be ful-
filled before one letter of the law can pass away.
What had Christ fulfilled when he hung upon
the cross? Had he fulfilled the prophets? He

how many things do we learn? What is the first
The second? In what language was it written
With what was it written? Ex. xxxi, 18. i
QuEesTioNs.—On what expression is an objection
founded? What says the objector of the law? How
much must be f ed before the law can passaway?
Bible Class, 3
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had in part; but if all the prophets were fulfilled
at that time, the judgment was past, and the time
come that the saints possessed the kingdom.

Was it the types of the law of Moses that he
had fulfilled? Only a part of them. The type
of the slain victim was then fulfilled, but the type
of the priest, who served unto the example and
shadow of heavenly things, could not be fulfilled
till, at least, forty days after, when Jesus ascend-
ed; “for if he were on earth, he should not be a
priest.” Heb. viii, 4, 5. The blood was then
shed, but no priest had offered it in the Sanctua-
ry. Christ had fulfilled the passover, but the
pentecost, the atonement and the feast of taber-
nacles were all to be fulfilled afterwards. The
typical law will not all be fulfilled till the saints
have done tabernacling in this wilderness, and
are settled in the antitypical land of promise. If
the typical law was the al to be fulfilled, you are
not yet at liberty to break God’s commandments
and teach men so.

What was the all then that Jesus fulfilled 2
Do you say the law of ten commandments? He
did fulfill all of them, certainly, and not only so,
but he required his disciples and every body else
to fulfill them. ¢ Whosoever therefore shall break

Had Christ fulfilled the prophets when he was slain?
What must take place before they are all fulfilled?
Had he fulfilled the types? Where could he not be a
priest? What types were to be fulfilled after the cru-
cifixion? Did Jesus fulfill all the ten commandments?
How do you know that he did not abolish them?
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one of these least commandments” &e. % Who-
soever” includes every body. * Shall break” re-
fers to future time, and has no limitation this sicle
of the “kingdom of heaven Thus a written
code of commmandments, with all its jots and tittles,
is confirined by Jesus and given to his disciples,
as a rule of righteousness, (verse 20,) for all future
time.

But, you say, his fulfilling the law abolished it.
Then we are required to abolish it in the same
way. For James said to his brethren, some thir-
ty years after the crucifixion, “ If ye fulfill the
royal law, ye do well;” and, before he got through
with the subject, he quoted two of the ten com-
mandments as a part of that law. James ii, 8-
12. In your language it would read, If ye abol-
ish the royal law ye do well. And this you seem
desirous of doing. To do it as Jesus and James
would have you, you must keep every one of its
precepts.

LESSON XV,

‘What is the meaning of the expression, Till all
be fulfilled? Wesley says it has no reference to
the law, but to « all things in heaven and earth.”
This agrees with the preceding phrase—till heav-

What did he confirm to his disciples as aruale of right-
eousncss? What does James say to Christians? What
does he quote as a part of the royal law? According
to Christ and James what must we do in regard to
the law?
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en and earth pass. Till the prophecies and all
the purpose of God, in relation to Old Earth, are
fulfilled or done.

Wo have seen that neither the prophets nor
the types were all fulfilled, at the tune some peo-
ple would have the ten commandments abolished,
and others would have a few jots and tittles of
i louith coisiuandment exchanged for better.
Woe can find nothing but the ten commandments
that was all fulfilled at that time. A rule of
righteousness can only be fulfilled by obeying it;
and obeying such rule does not abolish it. The
fact that Christ did right, does not make it wrong
for us to do right. And that the law and the
commandments of which he spoke, were a rule of
righteousness, is evident from the next verse.

Verse 20. For I say unto you, that except
your righteousness shall exceed the righteonsness
of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case
enter into the kingdom of heaven.

The righteousness of a person consists in his
right doing; that is, in his obeying what is com-
monly called moral law. He that doeth righte-
ousness is righteous. 1 John iii, 7. But it is
objected that the fourth commandment is a posi-

Questroxs.—What will be fulfilled before the small-
est part of the law can pass away? What is the only
law that Christ wholly fulfilled while on earth? How,
orly, can a rule of righteousness be fulfilled? What
was the law of which Jesus spoke? As proof of this
repeat verse 20. Who is righteous? Is the fourth
commandment a moral, or a positive law? What is
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tive, and not a moral law.  'We will not dispute
about that; we will eall it an untanght question,
But we have not forgotten what David said, and
we are satisfied with his decision. ¢ All thy cam-
mandments are righteousness.”  Ps. exix, 172.
All does not mecan a part. There were no less
than ten rules of righteousness then; and it is
most clearly evident that Jesus ratified them all.
Whether they are moral or positive, righteousness
consists in doing them.

Again it is here clearly taught by Jesus, that
the law of which he was speaking, is the Jaw by
which all will be judged; that without its right-
eousness we can in no case enter into the king-
dom of heaven. This agrees with what he said
in Matt. xix, 17. If thou wilt enter into life,
keep tho commandments.

LESSON XVI.

With such testimony from the lips of the Son
of God, in favor of his Father’s law, it is truly as-
tonishing that any, who hope for salvation through
him, should attempt to prove that law abolished
by forcing the words of the apostles, whom he
sent out to teach the way of salvation from sin,
which is transgression of the law. But so it is;

Darid’s decision? How many are meant by all? In
what does righteousness consist? Into what can we
not enter without righteousness? What said Christ
in Matt. xix, 177

QuestioNs.—Of whose law does the Son of God tes-
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and it is the words of Paul that are so forced.
The Holy Spirit, foresecing this, gave a timely
warning, by another Apostle, that those who did
80, would do it to their own destruction. 2 Pet.
i, 15, 16. It is sin that brings destruction ; and
sin is the transcression of the law. “There is no
surer way to encourage sin than to teach thatthe
law is abolished. Therefore Paul is forced to
teach that the law has passed away, and thus to
contradict him who sent him.

Having exalted the apostles to their thrones
before the regeneration, (Matt. xix, 28; Rev. xx,
4,) not as judges, but as law-givers, or rather as
law-abolishers, the teachings of Jesus must be
made to harmonize with this forced interpreta-
tion of theirs. To explain the fact that he pre-
sented the commandments to those who would
enter into life, it is said, that the law was not
abolished till Christ died; that the Jewish law
was in force up to that time, therefore he taught it.

To this we reply, that we have the testimony
of him that Jiveth and was dead, and is alive for
evermore. Jesus bore a testimony to his servant
John, about 60 years after his resurrection; if it

tify?  What do rome attempt? What were the apos-
tles sent to teach? Whose words are forced? W hat
do people bring upon themselves by wresting the
Scriptures?  What brings destruction? What will
encourage people to <in? ~ On what will the apostles
git in the regeneration?  As law-wvivers, or as judges?
To explain away the fact that Christ offered " life to
commandment-keepers, what is s2id? Who was dead
and is alive? To whom did Le give a revelation man Y
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disagrees with what he taught before, we will ad-
mit that the law is abolished or changed. His
last testimony, on the point before us, is this:
“ Blessed are they that do his commandments,
that they may have right to the tree of life, and
may enter in through the gates into the city.”
Rev. xxii, 14. That these are the words of Jesus
needs no proof but what is found in close connee-
tion. Verses 13,16. The way of the command-
ments is still the way of life. He does not say,
My commandments, nor Their commandments,
but His commandments; and there can be no
reasonable doubt that he means the command-
ments of the Father; the same that he had al-
ways taught, and that as the way of entering in-
to eternal life.

LESSON XVII.

It has been already proved (Lesson 3) that
the apostle James teaches the keeping of the
whole law. That law we have found to consist
of ten commandments, therefore we need not ex-
amine his testimony farther.

We now inquire, Did Paul teach that the law
is abolished ? In Rom. vii, 12, he says, The law

vears after the resurrection? What were his last
words of blessing? What does he mean by kis com-
mandments? What may commandment-keepers hope
for? Do yon want eternal life?

Questions.—What is the inquiry in this lesson?
What does Paul say in Rom. vii, 122 How long after
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is holy, and the commandment holy, and just, and
good. This was written twenty-nine years afler
the hand-writing of ordinances was nailed to the
cross. A law that is abolished is not a Jaw, there-
fore it is evident that he speaks of a law that is
not abolished. The holy, just and good com-
mandiment connected with this law is one of the
ten, for it is quoted in verse 7. He says, I had
not known sin, but by the law; for I had not
known lust, except the law had said, Thou shalt
not covet. Thus the Apostle to the Gentiles
teaches the ten commandments, 29 years this
side of the cross.

But, says the objector, the law is abolished,
and no part of it is binding unless it be re-enacted
in the New Testament; but the precept, Thou
shalt not covet, is re-enacted.

Wa ask, by whom was this precept re-enacted ?
It could not have been by Jesus; for the New
Testament does not inform us that he ever re-
peated it. low can a law Dbe re-enacted, without
being repeated or even named ?  As Paul is the
only New Testament writer that inentions this
precept, ho must be the one that re-enacted it.
His first words respecting it have been already

the crucifixion was this written? What command-
ment is quoted by him in this connection? Repeat it.
What, then, does he teach? Did Jesus re-enact the
tenth commandment? Who is the only New Testa-
ment writer that mentions it? Xow did he know sin?
According to the objector’s teaching, by whom was
the precept, Thou shalt not covet, re-cnacted? When
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quoted. Read it again as a re-enactment. 1had
not known sin, but by the law; for 1 lLad not
known lust, except the law Lad said, Thon shalt
not covet. A singular re-enactment indecd !
Paul had not known himself a sinner had not the
Holy Spirit re-enacted this law Ly Lim! But he
had been a Christian many years when he wrote
this. He was converted to Christ, however, some
years after the new dispensation had fully begun,
and he found no freedom from the condemnation
of the law, till he found it “in Christ Jesus.”
T'hen, if the law was abolished at the cross, it cer-
tainly follows, that Paul was convinced of sin by
the tenth commandment after it was abolished,
and before it was re-enacted; or, that he had
been a Christian more than twenty years before
he knew that he was a sinner !—till, while Lhe was
writing this letter to the Romans, the Holy Spir-
it dictated the re-enactment of the tenth com-
mandment, in these words: “ I had not known
lust, except the law had said, Thou shalt not cov-
et!

But Paul positively decides the question before
us in another place. He says, Do we then make
void (abolish) the law through faith? God for-
bid; yea, we establish the law. Rom. iii, 31.

did it convince Paul of sin? Otherwise, how long
bad he been a Christian before he knew that he was
a sinner? What is his answer to the ;luestion, Do we
then make void the law through faith
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LESSON XVI1lTI,
Tho Restoration of tho Law,

Much more might be said to prove that the
law of God has never been abolished or changed,
by its Divine Author; but wa leave this part of
the subject.  That the Man of Sin would attempt
a change has been bricfly noticed in Lesson 10.
We now will notice the restoration of the com-
mandments—the repairing of the breach; for a
special work of restoring is as clearly foretold, in
the word of God, as the fact, that the Little Horn
should think to change times and laws. And
not only so, but the prophets clearly point out
the time when this work must be done.

In Isaiah viii, 186, i% is said, Bind up the testi-
mony, seal the law among my disciples. The
lIaw and the testimony, in this, and in verse 20, I
understand to be one and the same thing—the
ten commandments. “To the law and to the
testimony : it they speak not according to this
word.” This word, in the singular number, refers
to tho law and testimony, showing that they are
one thing. The ten commandments are often
called the testimony. Wo will quoto two texts
in proof of this. Ex. xxv, 16. And thou shalt

Questions.—By whom has the v of God not been
changed?  Who has aitempred @ ehiange?  What pirt
of the subject is introduced in this lesson?  What do
we claim in respect to the restorntion?  What do the
propbets clearly point out?  What is said in Isa. viii,
167 What are the ten commandments often called?
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put into the ark the testimony which T shall grive
thee.  Ex. xxxi, 18, And he gave unto Mowes,
when hir had made an end of cotnmumne with
him upon mount Sinui, two tables of textiniony,
tables of stone, written with the finger of G,

Bind up the testimony. The expression, bLind
up, is used in the sense of haling; as we would
bind up a limb that is broken or wounded. The
Lord, speaking of nis flock, promised to Lind up
that which was broken. Eze. xXxxiv, 16.

When is the testimony to be bound up? Af-
ter it is broken, of course. 'We do not bind up a
limb before it is broken. The blasphemous work
of the Little Horn has filled up a time, times and
a half (1260 years) of the gospel dispensation.
The binding up must be after the end of that Je-
riod. This brings it near the present time. But
18 not the time given more definitely still 2 Yoes:
the testimony is to be bound up, and the law
sealed among the disciples, when the Lord's peo-
ple are looking for his coming. The next verse
says, And I will wait upon the Lord,that hidet] his
face from the house of Jacob,and I will look for lim.

Again, this work must be done when the peo-
ple are secking to familiar spirits, professing to
be the spirits of the dead. Verse 19. And when

Will you repeat Ex. xxxi, 182 What is implied by
binding up?  When must the testimony be honnd up?
How long were the saints in the power of the changer
of laws?  Where does this brine the binding up? Is
not the time given more definitely? When is i1?
What says the next verse? At the ‘same time, what
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they shall say unto you, Scek unto them that
have familiar spirits, and unto wizards that peep,
and that mutter; should not a people seek un-
to their God 2 for the living to the dead 2 It is
since 1844 that the “ rapping spirits” commenc-
¢d their present work ; and the special work
that is now going on in favor of the law of God,
began about the same time.  These two special
works are progressing at the present time. The
testimony is being bound up. The law of God
is being sealed—confirmed—among  the disci-
ples of the Lord,  The words of the prophet are
now being fulfilled : Bind up the testimony.

LESSON XIX,.

We have another prophecy, in Isa. Ivi, that
presents the work of restoring the command-
mentgy and also shows the particular one to be
restored, which is the Sabbath commandment.
This is the one most universally trodden down.
It is the only one of the ten that Protestants
will openly violate and teach men so. Ilere
then is the special work. If your right arm was
broken, you would not bandage the left. So,
since there is a breach in the law of God, the

will people be saying? When did the spirits begin
their present work? — When did the special work in
favor of the law of God begin?  What prophetic words
are now being fullilled?

Questions.— W hat commandment iz to he restored?
What will those be called that build it up? Repeat
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repairers must go rightinto that breach to work.
Aud those who take their fect oft from the Sab-
bath, and call it a delight, the holy of the Lord,
have the promise of being called, The repairers
of the Lreach. Isa, Iviii, 12, 13.

Isa. lvi, 2. DBlessed is the man that docth
this, and the son of man that layeth hold on it;
that keepeth the Sabbath from polluting it, and
keepeth his hand from doing any evil,

That a Sabbath reform is here prophesiced of,
is evident from the expression, * that layeth hold
on it.” We cannot lay hold on a thing that is
already firmly within our grasp, without first
letting go our hold. So, the blessing in the
text is for those who have been breaking the
Sabbath, but now turn and keep it.

The objector would give this text to the Jews;
but let him read the chapters before this, and he
will see that the gospel dispensation is the themo
of the prophet. Does he break off this theme
abruptly, and engage in teaching Jewish comn-
mandments 2 By no means. Hear him:

Verse 1. Thus saith the Lord, Keep yejudg-
ment, and do justice ; for my salvation is near
to come, and my righteousness to be revealed.

Isa. Ivi, 2. Can we lay hold of that which we al-
ready hold?  For whom, then, is the promized bles-
sing? To whom would the objector give this text?
What is the subject of preceding chapters? (Read
chapter Ivi.) 1s it probable that Isaiah leaves this
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This gives us the time. Wlhen is salvation
near to come, and God’s righteousness to be
made manifest? It isat the close of the gos-
pel age, when Christ shall appear the second
time without sin unto salvation. lleb. ix, 28;
Rev. xv, 2—4. The saints will be rewarded—
obtain salvation, at the resurrection of the just.
Luke xiv, 14. This Sabbath reform, then, is to
take place when Christ’s second coming is
near.

Again, as soon as this subject of the Sabbath
is finished, the P’rophet says, All ye Deasts of
the ficld come to devour; vea, all ye beasts in
«the forest. Verse 9. This doubtless is an allu-
sion to the time when the Leasts and birds
will be called to the supper of the great God,
which is at the coming of the King of kings,
and Lord of lords. Rev. xix, 11-18; Eze.
xxxix, 17.

Thus there will be a Sabbath reformation just
before the coming of Christ—the bLroken law
will be bound up; and blessed ix the man that
follows not the blind watchman of verse 10, hut
keepeth the Sabbath from polluting it.  T'v such
salvation is now near to cowme.

theme to talk of Jewish commandments? Repeat
verse 1. Whnat does this verse describe?  When will
ralvation come? When will thix Sablath reform takae
place? Repeat verse 9. What time ix alluded to in
this verse? At what time does this chapter point out
a Sabbath reformation?
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LESSON XX.

Another proof, that the commandments will
be restored to the people of God, is found i
Rev. xii, 17: And the dragon was wroth with
the woman, and went to make war with the
remnant of her seed, which keep the commanii-
ments of God, and have the testimony of Je-
sus Christ.

This chapter gives, in symbolic langunage, a
brief history of God’s people on earth, down to
the end. The dragon, that old serpent, which
is the Devil, and Satan, makes war with them
to the last. After the man-child, which sym-
bolizes Jesus Christ, is caught up to God, the
woman 1s driven {o the wilderness, where she
remains the same length of time that the saints,
times and laws were giveninto the hand of him
who should think to change times and laws:
(Dan. vii, 25:) that is, a time, and times, and
half a time—a thousand two hundred and three-
score days. (Compare verse 6, with verse 14.)
This time is really twelve hundred and sixty
years, and ended a little more than 50 years
ago.

During all this time, the dragon, prevailing
against the seed of the woman, the saints of God,

Quesmions.—What is said in Rer. xii, 17?7 What i=
iven in this chapter? Who makes war with them?
here does the woman flee? How long does she re-
main there? What do we understand that to be?
‘When did they end? What is said of the dragon af-
ter this? With whom does he make war? Who are
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enjoys his triumph. But soon the dragon is en-
raged—he is wroth with the woman, and re-
news the combat with his once subjected, but
now rising foe. He goes to make war with “ the
remnant of lier seed.” The remnant.consist of
the few faithful ones which remain to the com-
ing of the Lord—the Jast end of the church on
earth.

What is it now that stirs the dragon’s wrath?

What is there new, that comes across his path?

The remnant have reared wp the law of God,

Which had for ages in the dust been trod;

That law the Man of Sin had thought to change,

They keep euntire, and this scems very strange.

They keep the commandments of God. This
enrages the dragon. Is he not angry with all
rofessors of Christianity # Do they not all
{{eep God’s commandments? They may in
part; but the remnant will keep them all.

The dragon is content. if men but break

One plain command, knowing the choice they make;

While one command they trample in the wire,

Nine they may keep and not evoke his ire.

James says we are guilty if we “keep the
whole law and yet oflend in one” The Ene-
my of man knows this, and he will be as quiet
as a lamb aslong as men kuowingly violate one

the yrewnant? What is the cause of the dragon’s
wrath? How many commandments can we koo}s and
not offend the dragon? How does the word of God
adjudge him who breaks one of the commandments?
What commandments will the remnant keep? Who
thought to change them?
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commandment. But if we keep ten, he will de-
clare war.

Thus we sce that the remnant, the last of the
church on earth, will kecp the same command-
ments Daniel kept, and which the Lord showed
him the Papal church would think to change.

LESSON XXI.

The third angel’s message of Rev. xiv, 8-12,
must Le given by the last generation of Chris-
tians on earth—the remnant which were noticed
in our last lesson. For this is the last niessage
to be given before the Son of man is seen upon
the great white cloud.

This message contains an awful warning
against the worshipers of the beast and his im-
age, followed by this declaration: “ Here is the
patience of the saints ; here are they that keep
tho commandments of God, and the faith of
Jesus.”

It is evident from the language of this mes-
sage, that it will divide men into two classes.
One class will worship the beast, the other will
keep the commandments of God. These things
are directly opposite to each other. One class
will disregard the message ; the other will obey it.

QuesTioNs.—By whom must the third angel’s mes-

sage be given? tho will be seen when it closes?

What does it warn against? Repeat verse 12. How

will this message divide men? hat will one class
Bible Class, 4
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That this message is the last call of mercy, is
evident, not only from its connection with the
coming of the Son of man in this chain of pro-
phetic events, but from the fact, that uniningled
wrath comes upon every one who does not heed
the warning. This must fix the destiny of all,
and close the scene of probation for ever; for
no one can survive the wrath of God without
mixture of merey.

We cannot examine all parts of this message,
but only enough ofit to prove that the command-
ments  will be restored and kept by God’s peo-
ple, as they were before the blasphemer of God,
and the persecutor of the saints, thought to
change and destroy them.

The beast, against whose service we are
warned, is described in Chap. xiii, 1-10. By
comparing this description with that of the horn
of Daniel vii, 24-26, it will be scen that he is
the very one there described as the changer and
enemy of the laws of God. "When his work of
Jaw-changing is fully exposed by the third an-
gel, and a line drawn between beast worshipers
and the worshipers of God, the ten command-
ments will be kept by all the church remaining
on earth. *“Xere,” at this very pointin the pro-
phetic fulfillment, “are they that keep the com-

do? What the other? What proves this to be the
last call of merey? What other fact proves it? Who
can endure this wrath and live through it? What do
we wish to prove by this message? What is the
beast? When his work is fully exposed, what will
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mandments of God.” These we find cmbodied
in the Old Testament only, not in the New,
Additional requirements of the New Testament
belong to the faith of Jesus, which they also
keep.

My young friends, this solemn message is now
Leing heard.  Will you heed its warning, o
with the commandment-keepers—the repairers
of the breach, and escape the wrath of God?
0, get ready that you may be caught up to
meet the coming of Jesus, have a right 1o the
City of God, and a beautiful and cverlasting
home in the new earth.

LESSON XXII.
¥lace of the Law.

In the former dispensation the law of God
had a particular place of abode. It was the
most holy place in the temple. There were
two rooms in the temple whercin the priests
performed their services. The first earthly tem-
ple was a tabernacle or tent, built by the direc-
tion of Moses, he being taught of God the
form and furniture of the building. It is de-
scribed in Exodus, beginning at Chap. xxv.

be kept by the church? Where, alone, are the com-
mandments embodied in Scripture? To what do
New Testament requirements belong? Wil you obey
the message?

Questions.—In what place in the femple was the
law? In Low many rooms were services performoed?
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The Lord charged Moses to make everything
belonging to it according to “ their pattern,”
which was showed him in the mount.  While
Moses was on mount Sinai, where he received
the ten commandments, written with the finger
of God on tables of stone, the Lord caused him
to see the fashion of the tabernacle and of all
its vessels.  Ex. xxv, 40 ; xxvi, 30,

The door of this building was towards the
east. As we cnter the first room, at our right
hand, ou the north side of the room, we sce a
table of twelve loaves of shew-bread, a loaf for
each of the twelve tribes of Isracl. On the south
side is a candlestick with seven branches, with
seven lamps upon the branches. Towards the
west side of this room stands the golden altar,
on which incense was offered. This room was
called the holy place.

Passing this altar towards the west we enter
the sccond room, which was called the most
holy place. In this room were two cherubim,
or angels, made of pure gold, one upon each
end of what was called the mercy-seat, which
was, like the cherubim, of solid gold. The

What was the first earthly temple? Who taught
Moses how to build it? (Read Ex. xxv, xxvi.) What
did God cause Moses to sce on mount Sinai? Which
way was the door? On which side of the first room
was the table of shew-bread? The candlestick ? The
altar of incense?  What was this room called? What
was the second room called? In this room what do
we first notice? What were they upon? What was
the mercy-seat? What was in the chest? What was
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cherubim spread their wings on bigh, covering
the mercy-seat, and their faces were towards
cach other, Jooking down towards the Mercy-
seat.  The merey-seat rested upon, and was (i
covering of, a chest made of wood, and overlaid
with gold.

These things were the furniture of the most
holy place. But was there nothing in that chest ?
O yes, it was made expressly to contain the tes-
timony which God gave Moses, which was the
ten commandments on tables of stone. For
this reason it was called, The Ark of the
testimony.

“The sanctuary was the heart of the typical
system,” said a certain writer ; and we may tru-
Iy add, The law of God was the heart of the
sanctuary. It was the grand center, where God
manifested hLis presence above the merey-seat,
Letween the cherubim. So important was the
law, that it gave to the whole building the name
of the Tabernacle of the Testimony.

LESSON XXIII.

But the typical dispensation is passed away ;
the earthly tabernacle is no more. Is there
now no place for the law of God? There is. It
is in the true tabernacle which is in heaven.

that? What was the chest called? What was the
heart of the typical system? What was the heart of
the sanctuary? What gave name to the building?
What was it named?
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Heb. viii, 2. Paul teaches us that the earthly
tabernacle and vessels of ministry were the pat-
terns of things in the heavens. Heb. ix, 3.
Then there must be *the heavenly things
themselves ;" and they must resemble their pat-
terns on carth. “The holy places made with
hands are the figures of the true.” Verse 24.
There is, then, a temple in heaven, with its two
holy places. It is called in Rev. xv. 5, The
Temple of the Tabernacle of the Testimony in
heaven. Does it contain the testimony ?

The Christian’s temple is in heaven. Is the
law of God in it? Itis. Rev. xi, 19. The
temple of God was opened in heaven, and there
was seen in his temple the ark of Lis testament.

When was the ark scen there? After the
seventh angel began to sound, that is, near the
close of probationary time. Rev,x, 7. Is that
ark empty ¢ or is the testimony in it? Mark
the language—the ark of bis testament. There
is 2 wide difference between a basket of corn,
and a corn basket. One is much more valua-
ble than the other. So there is a difference
between an empty ark, and the ark of his tes-
tament.

Questions —Where now is the Jaw of God? What
were the carthly tabernacle and vessels of minist ry?
What must the heavenly things themselves resemble?
What were the haly places made with hands? W hat
is in heaven? Witlxlhow many holy places? What
is it called? Isthe law of God init? What is said
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Among the patterns of the things in heaven,
was an ark containing the tables of the ten com-
mandments.  In heaven the ark is seen, and
what is in it? The pattern contained ten
commaundments: is there but nine in heaven?
Decp in the earthly table was engraved, The
seventh day is the Sabbath. Thiuk you the
heavenly tables say, The first ?

The ten commandments are in the heavenly
temple. Within the second vail, beneath the
throne of 1lim that dwelleth between the cheru-
bim, is their secure abode. They are beyond
the reach of those who would abolish, or change
them ; and as well might fecble man attempt to
pluck away the foundation of God’s throne, as
to remove one jot or tittle of that holy law.

in Rev. xi, 19?7 When was the ark seen there? Was
it an empty ark, or the ark of his testament? How
many commandments did the pattern ark contain?
Where then are the ten commandments?
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LESSON XXIV.
The Fifth Commandment.,

Honor thy father and thy mother; that thy
days may be long upon the land which the
Lord thy God giveth thee.

The fifth commandment of the ten, “is the
first commandment with promise.” It is also
the first upon that table which teaches our duty
to each other. It is the first that children can
understand, and it is of the first importance too
that all obey it.

Reason would teach us, if we had no Bible,
that our parents are entitled to our first regard ;
we should love them that have loved us, and to
those that have done the most for us, we should
feel under the greatest obligation. God has done
more for us than any other being could do, and
therefore, is entitled to our greatest love and
highest honor. Next to our duty to God is our
duty to our parents. Our relation to our heav-
enly Father, and that to our earthly parents is
very much alike. It is no wonder then that
duty to parents should be placed next, in the
decalogue, to our duty to God.

The Scriptures abound with instructions and
admonitions concerning this duty ; with prom-

Questioxs. Repeat the fifth commandment. What
does Paul say of the fifth commandment? Whatis of
first importance? To wbom should we feel under
greatest obligation? Who has done most for us? Who
next? Our duty to parents is nexttowhat? What is
the promise in this commandment? What land has
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ises of Dblessings to the obedient, and awful
threateningsto the disobedient.  We have room
for but a few of them, but refer to the fullowing,
hoping you will take vour Bible and read then,
Lev. xx, 95 Deut. xxvii, 16: I’rov. i, 8 XXX,
17; Jer.xxxv; Matt. xv,4 ; Epli.vi,1-35 Cal. iii,20.

Long life is the promisc in the commandment;
and as Jesus promises eternal life to command-
ment-keepers, we think this promise is not con-
fined to this world alone, but reaches to the new
earth, as the land that God has promised to
those that love them. The blessing promised to
those who obey God, does not end with this Jife:
and those who obey their parents *in the Lord,”
will obey God in the other commandments as
well as the fifth.

Many young people are fond of ornaments;
but the best of all oimaments is * the ornament
of a meck and quict spirit, which is in the sight
of God of great price.” A meck and quiet spirit
will heed the instructions of parents.” Irov. i,
8. My son, hear the instruction of thy father,
and forsake not the law of thy mother; for they
shall be an ornament of grace unto thy head
and chains about thy neck.”

Dear friends, these ornaments are more be-
coming than jewels and chains of gold.

?

God promised to his people? What will those do who
obey their parents in the Lord?  Of what are many
{oung people fond?  What ornament is bestY Repeat

’rov. 1, 8 Y. Honor to parents is more becoming than
what?
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LESSON XXV.

Great wickedness is one of the signs of the
last davs.  Matt. xxiv, 123 2 Timsii, 1-5. On
account of this, there will be great danger that
our love to God will grow cold. Our Saviour
said, Because iniquity shall abound, the love of
many shall wax cold. Said Paul, In the last
days perilous times shall come.  Perilous, means
full of danger.  And why ave the times peril-
ous ?  What is the cause of danger? The Apos-
tle gives the reason.  For, says he, men shall be
lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters,
proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, un-
thankful, unholy, &e. The danger is, that liv-
ing among such people, we shall be led astray
Ly their example and be lost. And what in-
creases the danger is, that these same persons
have a form of godliness. Professing religion
while they are lovers of themselves, lovers of

the world and lovers of pleasure more than lov-
ers of God.

Among the sins which are a sign of the last
days, is disobedience to parents; a sin which is
s0 common at the present day, that the young
are in great danger on this account. You can-
not, my young friends, by looking at the exam-
ples around you, form any just estimation of the
bionor that is due to parents, from their chil-

QuesTions.—Of what is great wickedness a sign?
What said our Sarviour of this? What said Paul?
What does perilous mean? Repeat a part of the rea-
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dren.  Therefore unless you carcfully enltivats
a due respect for your parents, vou are in dan-
goer of being swept away by this lood of inigui-
ty.  May God help you to realize the danger,

Perhaps there is no better way to try our-
selves, to know whether we love God and are
willing to obey Lim, than by our willingness to
submit to our parents.  An apostle savs, If a
man say, I love God and bLateth Lis Lrother,
he is a liar. For he that loveth not his broth-
c¢r whom he hath seen, how can he love God
whom he hath not seen 2 Now if any one says,
I obey God, and does not obey his parents, does
he not prove himself a liar?  How can we say
we submit to our Father in bheaven, whom we
have not scen, while we are unwilling to sub-
mit to our carthly parents whom we have seen,
and whom God has commanded us to honor
and obey ¢ We shall do well to ask ourselves
questions like these whenever it seems bard to
Lieed the advice, or yield to the authority of our
parents.

My dear young friends, do you wish to please
God? Then listen to the voice of inspiration.
“ Children obey your parents in all things; for
this is well-pleasing unto the Lord.” Col. iii, 20.

gon given. Among these sing, which is particularly
noticed? By wbat can we test our submissiveness to
God? Repeat 1 John iv, 20, What is well-pleasing
to the Lord?
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THE FAITH OF JESUS,.
LESSON XXVI.
Definition,

Tue faith of Jesus is the only way of salva-
tion from sin. The commandments of God
show us what actions are sinful ; for by the law
is the knowledge of sin. Rom. iii, 20. All
have sinned ; but all they that believe may ob-
tain rightcousness by faith of Jesas Christ.
Verses 22, 23, Sin is the cause of all our woe;
the law of God makes known that cause, but
the faith of Jesus alone can remove it.

The law of God can no mmore save a sinner,
than a sick man can be cured by telling him.
the cause of his stckness.  Perbaps he has been
out in the rain, and has taken ecold. 1o tell
him he is sick, and how he got his sickness will
not cure him. Ilis cold must be removed, and
then he may recover.  But supposing his cold
is removed, and before he has wholly recovered
from its efteets he goes right out into the rain
again.  Should he not expect to be sick again ?
No doubt he would be worse than before, e
violated the laws of health and' was sick; be-
ing restored to health, he must keep those laws.

Quesrions,—What is the faith of Jesus? What is
saidd in Rom. i1, 207 What is the eause of all our
woe?  What makes known that cause? What alone
can remove it? - What is the sinner compared 'to?
Who are sick? What iz the canse of their sickness?
What points out the cause?  What is the only medi-
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Mankind are sick—they are sufforing under
the curse of God. Sin is the cause of their
sickness.  The law of Go. points out the cause,
but does no more.  The wages of sin is death.
The faith of Jesus is the only remedy—ithe on-
ly thing that can cure the disease. The gift of
God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Rom. vi, 23. By faith in the blood of
Christ, we can be cleansed from sin—the cause
of our sickness can be removed, and by obeving
the laws of health, we may have right to the
tree of life.  Dut let all who have applicd to
the Physician of souls for a cure, be careful not
to expose their health again, by breaking the
commandments of God.

The name: Jesus, means, Saviour; and our
Lord was so called, for the reason that he would
save his people from their sins. Matt. 1, 21.
The faith of Jesus, then, is the faith of a Sa-
viour from sin. Salvation from sin is the great
thing that we need; for if we are saved from
sin, we shall be saved from death and all the
woes that sin has brought upon us.

Faith is nothing more than firm belief; but
it is of so mueh importance in the plan of sal-
vation, that the whole plan is called * the faith.”

cine that can cure them? S8in, the cause of our sick-
ness, being removed by obeying the laws of health,
what may we have? IHow can we expose our health
again?  What is the meaning of the word Jesus?
What will he save his people from? What will they
be saved from as a consequence of (his? What s
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In this sense, the faith is not mercly an act of
the mind, the same as belief, but it includes
various requircments which are to be obeyed.
So we find in Scripture such expressions as
these: A great company of the priests were
obedient to the faith.  Acts vi, 7. For obedi-
ence to the faith. Rom. i, 5; xvi, 26. I have
kept the taith, 2 Tim. iv, 7. Here are they
that keep the commandments of God, and [keep|
the faith of Jesus.  Rev. xiv, 12, These pass-
ages show that the faith is something that can
be obeved or kept. Therefore we conclude
that all that we are required to do in order to
be saved from sin belongs to the faith of Jesus.
The person thus freed from sin by the faith of
Jesus, will enter the City of God as a command-
ment keeper the same as if he had never sin-
ned.  Rev. xxii, 14.

LESSON XXVII.

Earliest Traces of Faith,

Jesus is the only Saviour of men.  All men
of all ages, that obtain salvation, must obtain it
through him. But it must Le obtained through
faith—fuith in the word and promises of God 3
for without faith it is impossible to please him.
Heb. xi, 6. But faith without works is dead.

fuith?  What is the plan of salvation ealled?  What
does the fwith include?  What helongs to the fanth ot
Jesus?  In o what eharacter will the person, sived from
sin by the fuith of Jesus, enter the City ¥
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Jas. ii, 26. Therefore God has alwavs given
men institutions for them to obey, in order to
test, and exercise, and thus to keep alive their
faith,

Very soen after Adam and Eve had sinned.
and thus brought death into the world, our
merciful licavenly Father sct a hope betore
men—a hope of pardon and of life, through a
promised deliverer. But God communicated
much instruction to men in those carly days,
that is not recorded in the Bible.

It has been thought that the language of the
Lord to the serpent, recorded in Gen, 111, 14,
15, contains a prophecy of a deliverer from sin.
e said, I will put enmity between thee and the
woman, and between thy sced and her seed 3 it
shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt Lruise his
heel. Tt is thought that the sced of the woman
means Christ ; and that the assurance, that the
enmity existing between the two seeds, should
result in bruising the serpent’s head, that is,
putting him to death, was expressive of the tri-
umph of Christ and his children, over the pow-
er of the tempter, that old serpent. called the

Devil, and Satan, whom Christ was to destroy.
Hecb. i, 14,

Questions.—How is salvation to be obtained? Can
we please God without faith?  In what condition is
faith without workst  For what purpose has God
given institutions for men to obey?  What  was set
belore man soon atter he had sinned?  What said the
Lord to the serpent?  What is the seed of the woan
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This view scems to have some support from
the language of Paul who says, And the God
of peace shall bruise Satan under your feet
shortly.  Rom. xvi, 20. But, whether this
view is correet or not, we have ample evidence,
that the hope of salvation from sin was set be-
fore Cain and Abel, the first two children of
Adam’s family. They brought offerings, or sac-
rifices to the Lord. Gen. iv. From what the
sible teaches concerning offerings, we Lknow
that they were made as a confession of sins,
and with a hope of pardon. Who told them to
do so?  The Bible does not inform us; but we
know that God does not accept offerings that
he has not required. Will-worship, that is,
worship which he has not required is con-
demned.  Col. ii, 23, But the Lord had re-
speet to Abel, and to his offering—Abel was
right, and his offering was right; therefore,
(rod had commanded him to offer, and taught
Lhim what to ofter.

But unto Cain, and to his oftering, he had
not respect. Why? Because he did not do
well 5 that is, he did not obey God. Verse 7.
He was wrong, aud his offering, which was the
fruit of the ground, was wrong. The fruit of
the ground was acceptable in connecetion with
slain beasts ; but without shedding of blood is

thought to mean? Whom will Christ destroy? What
was set before Cain and Abel? What did they do?
Of what are offerings a_confession? What offerings
will God not accept? To what had he respect? Why
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no remission. Heb. ix, 22. Therefore his sin
remained unforgiven at his door.

But Abel did well.  IHis oflering was from
the flock. A bloody sacrifice was a proper
type of Christ, who was to shed his ULlood for
sin.  And besides this, he offered it by faith in
the promise of God. By fuith Alel offered un-
to God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, by
which he obtained witness that he was richteous,
[that his sins were forgiven,] God testifving of
his gifts ; [oflferings ;] aund by it he being dead
yet speaketh.  Heb. xi, 4.

LESSON XXVIII.

Sacrifices, Evidence of offered Salvation,

The Bible gives us but very little of the his-
tory of the world for the first two thousand
yvears which is about one third of the whole
time gince man was created. A few pages con-
tain all that we have, from the c¢reation to the
flood, and eleven chapters hiring us down to the
days of Abraham, which is more than 2000
years from the creation.

In the short account which is given of that

were Cain and his offering rejected? What was nec-
essary for remission? What else? What did Abel
offer by faith?  Was he forgiven?

Quesrions.—Of what period of time have we but
very little history?  What part of the world’s age is
that? How many chapters reach to the days of Abra.

Bible Class, 5
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long period of twenty hundred years, necither
the commandments of God, nor the faith of a
coming Saviour, are clearly revealed. No code
of laws is recorded, and no forgiveness of sin
promised. No set of rules is given by which
men are required to live; and no requirement
to believe, to offer sacrifices, or to do anything
in order to be forgiven and restored to the fa-
vor of God.

But who believes, because the law of God is
not recorded here, that God had given them no
law by which to live 2 or, because the promise
of a Saviour is not recorded, that he had given
them no promise? Who believes that, for 2000
years, men were sinners without a law, and
without hope of pardon and salvation? No
one in his sober senses. But there is such a
thing as being drunken with the wine of Bab-
ylon ; (Rev. xiv, 8 ;) and a person thus intoxi-
cated can believe what he desires to believe, or
at least, say that he does.

That men had a knowledge of sin, is evidence
that they had a knowledge of the law. The fact
that good men, like Abraham, kept God’s com-
mandinents, is evidence that he had given them
commandments to keep.

On the other hand, the fact that men offered

ham? TIn this brief account, what are not clearly re-
vealed?  What requirements are not recorded here?
Who believes that, for 2000 years, men were condemn-
ed without a law, and had no hope of pardon?  Men’s
baving a knowledge of sin, is evidence of what? That
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sacrifices, proves that they had a Lknowledge of
sin, and also a hope of pardon. That those of-
ferings were typical of Christ, the great sacri-
fice for sin, is evidence that God had promised
them a Saviour; and the fact that he accepted
their offerings proves that he had commanded
them to offer them, and also, that they offered
them by faith in his promise : for without faitk
it is impossible to please him.

Abel’s offering was accepted ; and when, af-
ter the flood, Noah built an altar to the Lord,
and offered burnt-offerings on it, the Lord smell-
ed a sweet savor, and said in his heart, 1 will
not again curse the ground any more for man’s
sake. Gen. viii, 20,

LESSON XXI1IX.
Chyist Promiscd to Abraham.

The Lord made certain promises to Abra-
bham, [Gen. xii,] among which was the promise
that in him all the families, or nations of the
carth should be Dblessed. The great blessing,
thus promised to the world through Abraham,
was the blessing of the gospel of Christ—the
offer of pardon and salvation to all nations.

good men kept God’s commandments, is proof of
what?  What does the offering of sacrifices show?
What else? The typical character of their offerings
is evidence of what?  What is proved by bis accept-
ing them? What else?
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This blessing was to be given through Abraham,
because Christ was to come through hLim, that
is, Christ should be one of his descendants.

So Paul says to the Galatians, And the serip-
ture, foreseeing that God would justify the hea-
then through faith, preached before the gospel
unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall all nations
be blessed. Gal. i, 8.

Gospel means good news, The good news of
a Savionr to come was preached to Abraham.
The Apostle makes this still more clear in verse
16. Now to Abraham and his seed were the
promises made. He saith not, And to seeds, as
of many; but as of ome, And to thy seed,
which is Christ.

Thus the ancienis had a promise of Christ,
the Saviour of sinners.  But how were they to
become righteous, and so be saved by him?
They must have faith ; and so it is said, Even,
as Abraham believed God, and it was accounted
to him for righteousness. Gal.iii, 6 ; Gen.xv, 6.

But faith without works i3 dead. True faith
always produces obedience. By faith Abraliam
when he was called to go out into aplace which
he should after receive for an inheritance, obey-
ed ; and he went out, not knowing whither he
went. By faith he sojourned in the land of

QuesTioxs.—What promise did God make to Abra-
ham? What was the blessing? Why was it to come
through Abrabham? Repeat Gal. iii, 8. What is the
meaning of gospel? bo is the promised seed
of Abraliam? What is necessary to salvation? Re-
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promise, as in a strange country, dwelling in
tabernacles [teuts] with Isaac and Jacob, the
heirs with Inm of the same promise ;5 for le
looked for a city which hath foundations, whose
builder and maker is God.  Heb. xi, 8-10.
Abraliam’s hope reached bevond this present
world, to the City of God, with its twelve foun-
dations—the City that Jesus promised to com-
mandment-keepers.  Rev, xxii, 14,

LESSOY XXX.
Election.

Election means choice. 'We have seen that
Gcod made choice of Abraliam to be the fore-
father of Clirist. But Abraham had a number
of sons, therefore it became necessary for an-
other election to be made, since Christ could
descend through but one line of progenitors.
Isanc was chosen ; and so God said to Abra-
ham, In Tsaac shall thy seed Le called. Gen.
xxi, 12.  The honor of beiug the father of the
promised seed was conferred on him ; and the
promise made to his father was renewed to him,
viz: In thy seed shall all the nations of the
earth be blessed. Gen. xxvi, 4.

Isaac had two sons that were twins, Fsau
and Jacob, and another election must be made;

cat Gal. iii, 6. What does true faith always produce?
Vhat did Abrabam lovk for? Who is its builder?
How many foundations has it? To whom did Jesus
promise it?
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for God will give the world the proof that his
promise to Abraham is fulfilled—that Christ is
descended from him. 8o an election must be
made, and that branch of the family through
which Christ is to come must be pointed out.
Jacob was chosen ; and the Lord said to Re-
bekah their mother, The elder shall serve the
younger, (ien. xxv, 23 ; Rom.ix, 10-13. [Take
the Bible and read the texts referred to. |

There was no “unrighteousness with God”
in making this choice Lefore the children had
done any good or evil; for he had a perfect
right to chioose, and no one could claim the fa-
vor for any good that they had done. The
case was not, as some have tanght, that Jacob
was elected to salvation, and Esau to damna-
tion, before they had done any good or evil. A
Saviour was to be provided for the whole world,
but Esau, the eclder, must submit to ‘serve”
Christ, though given to the world through Ja-
cob, the younger.

The word, hated, is, by Thompson, translated
slighted and “ when it is used in Scripture, as
it is often comparatively, it signifies only to
postpone in our estecm and kindness.” In proof

Questions.—What does election mean? Who was
chosen as the foretather of Christ? Whieh of Abra-
ham's =ons was chosen? Repeat what God said of
Isaanc?  What were the names of the twin children of
Isaac? Which ot them was eleeted? What caid the
Lord to their mother? What must Esan do to be
saved?  What word is used by Thompson instead of
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of this, see Luke xiv, 26, where Jesus said, If
any mau come to me, and hate not his father,
and mother, and wife, and childven, and bLreth-
ren, and sisters, vea, and his own life also, he
cannot be my disciple. Other scriptures teach
us plainly that we are to love all these near rel-
atives, therefore, the sense of this text is, mere-
lv, that we should love them less than we love
Christ and his cause. \We are to be very
thankful to God for the blessings of the present
life, but we are to love the future, promised life
so much better, that we would willingly lay
down the present for the sake of the future.
Matt. xvi, 25.

If God would give the world a Saviour through
Isaac, he must, of necessity, choose that mem-
ber of the family through which he should come;
and if Jacob is chosen, Esau and the rest of the
children must be slighted.

LESSON XXXI.

Jacob, who was also called Israel had twelve,
sons, who were the patriarchs, that is, the fath-
ers of the twelve tribes of Israel.  Anotherelec-
tion is now to be made. Which of the twelve

hated? When this word is used comparatively, what
does it mean? (.1, Campbell. )  In what sense should
we hate father, wother, &e¢.?  What should we do, if
necessary, in regard to the present life and the future?
What is the necessary result of choosing one, from a
family, through whom Christ must be born?
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sons of Jacob shall be ruler in Isracl, and the
honored ancestor of Christ?  The tribe of Ju-
dah was chosen. This is evident from the pro-
phetic words of Jacob, in his dying blessing up-
on Judah. After representing Judah by the
symbol of a lion, the king of beasts, he says,
The scepter shall not depart from Judab, nor a
Jawgiver from between his feet until Shiloh
(Christ) come; and unto himn shall the gather-
ing of the people be. Gen. xlix, 10.

In accordance with this view, Paul says, For
it is evident that our Lord sprang out of Judah.
Heb. vii, 14. Aud in Rev. v, 5, Christ is rep-
resented as the Lion of the tribe of Judah, who
prevailed to open the book of life to mankind,
which had been sealed with seven seals.

But the tribe of Judah became very numer-
ous in the course of about nine hundred years,
and from among its numerous families God
makes another election, fixing the genealogy of
Christ in the reigning family. He took David
from following the shecp, to be ruler and shep-
herd of his people Israel. He also made prom-
ise to him tHat he would establish his kingdom
for ever. 2 Sam. vii, 16. “ His sced (Christ)

Questions.—What was Jacob called? How many
sons had he? Which was chosen 1o be the ancestor
of Christ? Repeat a part of Jucob’s dying blessing
upon Judalh. What says Paul of our Lord?sancestry ?
What is Christ called in Rev. v, 57 Among the nu-
merous families of Judah, who was elected? How
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shall endure for ever, and his throne as the sun
before me.”  Ps. Ixxxix, 36. |Read verses 20—
37.] In Ps.exxxii, 11,0t is said, The Lord hath
sworn in truth unto David ; he will not turn
from it, Of the fruit of thy bady will I sct up-
on thy throne.

That we are not mistaken in understanding
these passages as prophecies of Christ, is fully
proved by the inspired word. Ieter, speaking
of the patriarch David, says, Therefore being a
prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with
an oath to him, that of the fruit of his loins, ac-
cording to the flesh, he would raise up Christ to
sit on his throne. Actsii,30. And Jesus says,
I am the root and the offspring of David. Rev.
xxii, 16.  Christ existed before David, and was
his root, his father and his Lord by creation,
but in the flesh his offspring, that is, his son,
Had the Pharisees understood this matter, they
might have answered Jesus, when he asked
them, If David then call him Lord, how is he
his son? Matt. xxii, 41—-46.

Finally, Mary, of the house of David, was
elected to be the mother of Jesus. Luke i, 26-33.

Jong was bis throne to be established? What is said
in the Psalms, of his seed? What did the Lord swear
to David?  What did Peter #ay of David?  What said
Jesus of himselt?  Which existed first, Christ or Da-
vid? With what question did Jesus silence the Phar-
isces? Who was finally elected to be the mother of
Christ?
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LESSON XXXIT,
Placc of Christ’s Birth,

We have seen that God pointed out before-
hand, a number of persons, at difficrent times,
to be the forefathers of Christ.  All these clee-
tions, being published in the sacred Seriptures,
were so many signs of the true Messialy, when
he should appear. A person claiming to be
the Christ must be able to trace Lis genealogy
back. in this very line, to Abraham. Many sons
of Abraham arc not sons of Isaac; many of
Isaac are not of Jacob ; many of Jacol are not
of Judah ; many of Judah are not of David. So
we see that, in those portions of the New Testa-
ment commonly called the gospels, which were
“ written that we might believe that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of God,” (John xx, 31,) oneim-
portant evidence of this great truth, was to trace
his genealogy back, through David, to Abra-
ham. Matt. 1; Luke iii, 23.

But there are other evidences, drawn from
the prophecies written before his birth, that Je-
sus is the Christ. In fact, evervthing foretold
of him, respecting his first advent, were sigus of
that advent 5 and, when fulfilled, they were so
many evidences that he in whom they were ful-
filled was the Christ.

Qursrioxs.—Of what were the cleetions mentioned
in former lessons signs? ~ What must a person claim-
ing to be Christ he able to do?  For what purpose
were the four gospels written?  What was one im-
porfant proof of this truth? What were all things
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The next evidence we will notice is the place
of Christ's birth. This was foretoll Ly the
prophet Micah hundreds of years beforehand.
Micah v, 2. But thou Bethlchem Ephratah,
though thou be little among the thousands of
Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto
me that is to be ruler in Israel ; whose goings
forth have been from of old, from everlasting.

The chief priests and the scribes, in the days
of Christ, understood this ; for when Herod de-
manded of them where Christ should be born,
they replied, In Bethlehem of Judea; for thus
it is written by the prophet. They then quoted
the above passage from Micah. Matt. ii, 3-6.

Though Jesus was born in Bethlehem, he did
not remain there long; but was carried into
Egvpt, and afterwards returned and lived in
Nazareth a city of Galilee. On one occasion,
Jesus spoke in such a manner that many of the
people wereconvineed that he was the Christ.
Others objected that he did not come from the
right place. They said, Shall Christ come out
of Galilee? Hath not the Scriptures said,
That Christ cometh of the seed of David and
out of the town of Bethlehem where David was ?
John vii, 40-42. Thev knew of what family,
and out of what town Christ should come; and

foretold respecting the first advent? What cvidence
do we notice next ? How long had this been fore-
told? Where did the Jews say Christ should he

born?  What did some object against believing on
Jesus? What did they say ?
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when they had opportunity to learn that Jesus
came of that very family, aund was born in that
very town, and having themselves heard him speak
asnever manspake,oughtthey not to have believed ?

LESSON XXXIIT,
Time of the first Advent forctold.

Not only were the ancestors of Christ, and the
place of his birth foretold, but the time of his pub-
licly showing himself as the Lamb of God, that
taketh away the sin of the world, was definitely
predicted. This was anothersigu: the true Christ
must come at the right time.

The time was revealed to the prophet Daniel
in these words: From the going forth of the
commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem,
unto the Messiah the Prince,shall be seven weeks
and three-score and two weeks. Dan. ix, 25.
Three-score and.two are sixty-two, and seven
added make sixty-nine weeks.

At the time this was revealed to him, Jerusa-
lem was in ruins, Daniel and many of the Jews
Laving been carried captives to Babylon. But
God had determined to move the heart of the
king of Persia, who was to reign over Babylon,

Questions.—What was foretold concerning Christ
besides his ancestry and birth-place? To whom was
the time revealed? Repeat the Erophecy. What is
the amount of the time? When this was revealed, in
what condition was Jerusalem? Where hadthe Jews
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to send forth a commandment to relmild Jerusa-
lem.  And now the angel assures Daniel; that,
when that commandment should go forth, just
sixty-nine weeks from that time the long expec-
ted Messiah (Christ) would appear.

A literal weck is seven days ending with a day
of rest. But God commanded the Jews to let
their land rest one year in seven, and thus it was
natural to call seven years a week also.

Time bas proved that the weeks of Daniel
were weeks of years. The commandment to re-
build Jerusalem went forth, as recorded in Ezra
vil, and many times 69 weeks of days followed
before Christ came. But at the end of four hun-
dred and eighty-three yemrs from that time, Je-
sus began to preach saying, The time is fulfilled.
Mark i, 15. (7 times 69 are 483.) The time
then fulfilled was evidently the sixty-nine wecks,
for that was the set time for his manifestation.

The Jews evidently understood the weeks of
Daniel to be weeks of years, for they were look-
ing for Christ when Jesus appeared; and they
were doubtless acquainted with their own history
and chronology from the restoration and rebuild-
ing of Jerusalem to that time.

been earried?  What commandment was the king of
Persia to send forth when the weeks shonld begin?
What was to appear at their elose? What has time
proved? How many years fulfilled them? What did
Jesus preach at their close? What does Messiah
mean?  When must the weeks end? When did the
Holy Spirit descend upon him? With what did God
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These weeks did not end at the birth of Jesus,
but at the time of the commencement of his
preaching; then it was that he declared the time
fultilled.  Messiali, or Christ means Anointed.
When Jesus was anointed the wecks must end.
When he was baptized, the Holy Spirit was seen
descending like a dove upon himj and to use the
words of Peter, God anointed Jesus of Nazareth
with the Holy Ghost and with power. Acts x,

38. Soomn after this he announced the fulfillment
of the time.

LESSON XXXIV,.
John the Baptist.

Another sign of the first advent, and proof
that Jesus was the Christ, was the ministry of
John the Baptist.

More than seven hundred years before, the
Holy Spirit had moved the prophet Isaiah to
write the following propliecy : * The voice of him
that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way
of the Lord, make straight in the desert a high-
way for our God.” Isa.xl, 3. The Lord had
also said by Malachi, Behold, T will send my
messenger, and he shall prepare the way before
me, &e.  Mal. iii, 1.

We come down now to the time when Christ

anoint Jesus? What did he announce soon after his
baptism?

Questions.—What sign of the first advent is the
subject of this lesson? How long before Christ did
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was about to appear in his first advent. A man,
dressed in coarse raiment made of camel’s hair,
with a belt of leather around the waist to bind
his loose garment to the body, appearcd in the
wilderness of Judea, and attracted much atten-
tion by preaching a special message to those who
went out to hear him. Matt.iii, 1-6. The food
which he lived upon was such as was found in
the desert, which was locusts and wild honey.
The object of his preaching was that a people
might be prepared, by repentance and remission
of sins, for the Lord Jesus Christ who was about
to appear; and to bear his own testimony, in
connection with the fulfillment of the prophecies
already quoted, that Jesus was the Lamb of
God that taketh away the sin of the world.
John i, 29.

The sixty-nine weeks of Daniel were about
ended, and doubtless the people were aware of
it; for they were in expectation of Christ, so
much so, that it was a question with them,
whether John the Baptist was not the Christ.
Luke says, And as the people were in expecta-
tion, and all men mused in their hearts of John,
whether he were the Christ or not. Chap. iii,
15. But when they inquired of John, he said,

Isaiab write? Repeat a part of his prophecy of John,
When did John appear? Where did be preach? W hat
did he preach? For whom to prepare a people? What
did Jolin call Jesus?  What period of time was near-
Rv ended? Of whom were the people in expectation?

‘bat was the question in their minds concerning
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I am not the Christ., John i, 20. And when
he was asked, Who art thou ¢ he said, I am the
voice of one crying in the wilderness, Make
straight the way of the Lord, as said the proph-
et Esaias. [Isaiah.] v, 23.

“John did no miracle,” [John x, 41,] but
came before the people, at the right time, with
his message, saying that he came in fulfillment
of the prophecy of the voice as foretold by
Isaiah. In proof of his pretension, he had, at
first, no other testimony, except that his preach-
ing was against sin and in favor of righteous-
ness 3 yet those that did not heed his preaching
rejected the counsel of God against themselves,
being not baptized of him. Luke vii, 30. The
evidences which they rejected were, a prophet-
ic message, prophetic time, and the assertion of
John supported by purity of doctrine and prac-
tice. These were sufficient to prove his mission
to be from heaven. Mark xi, 27-33.

Will not those, who reject the same evidences
in relation to the second advent, reject the coun-
scl of God against themselves ?

LESSON XXXV.
Christ's Entrance into Jerusalem,

From the written testimony of the first disci-
ples concerning Jesus, it is casily scen that they

John? What was his answer to this question? What
did he say of himself? What did those who rejected
his message? What evidences were rejected? By
what was his assertion supported? Whenece was his
mission? What is now preached on the same kinds
of evidence?
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had the greatest confidence in the fulfillment
of the Scriptures.  In their plain aud faithful
records of facts, how often do we hear them tes-
tify that the Scriptme was fulfilled, and that
“thus it is written by the prophet.”  Matt. ii;
John xix, 23-37. Incidents which, Ly many,
would be thought too small to be a fulfillment
of the prophecies, were recorded, by them, as
such.

From this we may learn two things. 1st.
That the prophecies are to be fulfilled in the
most plain and literal manner.  2d. That wlhen
they are so fulfilled, it is the part of the hum-
Lle children of God to believeit.  That to reject
it is to reject the counsel of God and distrust
his providence; for what he has promised, he
Las bound himself to fulfill. No other being is
able to fulfill his word so as effectually to de-
ceive his trusting children. The false fulfill-
ment would be so awkward and out of order
that the intended deception would be easily de-
tected. Therefore, to trust in God is always
safe. He makes use of men, both good, and bad,
as agents to fulfill his word; the wicked are
generally unsconscious of the part which they
act, and sometimes the righteous do not know
that they are fulfilling prophecy till after it is

QuEestioxs.—In what had the dizciples of Jesus the
utmosi confidence?  What do they often testify ¥ How
are the prophecies fultilled? When they are so ful-
filled, what is our duty? Whatis always safe? What
agents does God use to fulfill his word? Of what are

Bille Class. 6
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done. An instance of this kind occurred when
Jesus rode into Jerusalem.

It was at the time of the feast of the passo-
ver, as Jesus was going to Jerusalem, before en-
tering the city, he sent two of his disciples to
bring him an ass colt, and when they had
brought him, and Jesus was seated upon him,
many spread their garments in the way, and oth-
ers cut down branches of trees and strewed them
in the way. Some went before and some fol-
lowed crying, Hosannah to the Son of David |
There was a great multitude with him, for ma-
ny people that were come to the feast, when
they heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem,
took branches of palm-trees, and went forth to
meet him, and cried, Hosannah! Blessed is
the King of Israel that cometh in the name of
the Lord! Matt. xxi, 8; Mark xi; 8; Luke
xix, 36 ; John xii, 12.

At the time the disciples did not understand
that this was a fulfillment of prophecy, but when
Jesus was glorified at the right hand of the
Father, and the Comforter, the Holy Spirit, who
was to bring all things to their remembrance,
had come, they remembered that Zechariah had
prophesied, saying, Rejoice greatly, O daughter
of Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem : be-

the righteons sometimes ignorant? When did an in-
stance of this kind occur? Upon what did he ride?
What did the people do? What did they ery? What
else? When did the disciples remember the prophe-
cy which they had then fulfilled? Repeat the proph-
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hold, thy King cometh unto thee : he is just,
and having salvation; lowly, and ridinge upon
an ass, and upon o colt the foal of an wss.  Zech.
ix, 93 John xii, 14-16.

The prophecies must be fulfilled. God had
bidden the danghter of Jerusalem to shout, and
she must shout. Thercfore, when the Phari-
sces called upon Jesus to rebuke his noisy dis-
ciples, he replied, If these should hold their
peace, the stones would immediately cry out,
Lulke xix, 40,

LESSON XXXVI,
Holy ILife of Jesus,

The fulfilliment of the prophecies which have
been noticed, and many others which we have
not examined, is one of the strong proofs of the
great trath which is the foundation of the Christ-
1an religion—that Jesus is the Christ, the Son
of God.  Another proof of this truth is the spot-
Jess purity and holiness of' his life. In this he
is our example. He left us an example that we
should follow in his steps.  1Ie did no sin, nei-
ther was guile found in his mouth. “When he
was reviled, he reviled not again; when he suf-
fered, he threatened not; but committed him-

—

cev.  When the Pharisces asked Jesus to rebuke his
dizciples, what did he reply?

Questions—What is presented in this lesson, as
prool that Jesus was the Son of God? What did he
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self to him that judgeth righteously. 1 Pet. ii,
22. He could fearlessly say, in contradiction of
all his accusers, I bave kept my Father’s com-
mandments.  John xv, 10. He perfectly kept
a perfect moral law, and this exhibited a perfect
moral character.

We should imitate all his examples of obedi-
ence. ‘Those who have parents should remem-
ber that he kept the fifth, as well as every oth-
er commandment. Though he was the Son of
the Most High, yet when he condescended to be-
come the Son of man he consented to be in
subjection to earthly parents. Children that
imagine that their superior capability of self-
government releases them from parental control,
would do well to remember this.

At the age of twelve years, Jesus went with
his parents to Jerusalem, to keep the passover.
After the feast, they returned, a day’s journey,
with their relations and acquaintances, suppos-
ing that he was in the company. But he had
remained in Jerusalem.  When they returned,
they found him in the temple, sitting in the
midst of the doctors, both hearing them, and
asking them questions, And all that heard
him were astonished at his understanding and
his answers.  But le did not claim exemption

leave us? What did an apoestle say of him? What
could Jesus say?  What should we imitate? Whose
son was he? What dud he become? To whom was
he in subjection? What is said of his understanding
at the age of twelve? Did e claim to be free from
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from their control, on account of his understand-
ing. After giving them a hint that he had a
Father in heaven, on whose business he had
come into the world, he went down with them
to Nazareth, and was subject to them. Luke
i, 51.

We have reason to believe that he served his
parents till he was about thirty years old, when
he commenced his public ministry.  In Camp-
bell’s translation of Luke iii, 23, we read, “ Now
Jesus was himself about thirty years in sub-
Jection being (as was supposed) a son of Jo-
seph”  Josepl was a carpenter, and Jesus,
doubtless had been often seen, in the streets of
Nazareth, Iaboring at this trade; for when he
came into his own country, and began to teach
in the synagogue, they were offended at him,
and said, Is not this the carpenter ?

Nor did his filial regard end with his thirti-
eth year, While he hung upon the cross, ho
commended his mothier to the care of the be-
loved disciple Jobn. As they were standing
by, he saith to his mother, Woman, behold thy
son! Then saith he to the disciple, Behold thy
mother! And from that hour that disciple took
her to his own home. John xix, 25.

his parents on this account? How old was he when
he commenced his ministry?  What says Campbel),
instead of thirty years of age? What did his coun-
trymen call Jesus?  For whom did he care while he
hung on the cross?
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LESSON XXXVII.
Miracles of Jesus,

The miracles of Jesus were another confirma-
tion of his testimony. These were a powerful
evidence, when taken in connection with others,
such as, the fulfillment of propheey, and the
holy life of him who did them. But miracles
alone cannot be depended on as proof of any-
thing except their own existence ; for the spirits
of devils themselves, when unrestrained by a
higher power, can do them. Rev. xvi, 14. It
is possible for false prophets to show great signs
and wonders to deceive. Matt. xxiv, 24.

It has often been said, that if any one should
work miracles in confirmation of his teaching,
we should be bound to believehim.  Butit is not
so. We have an infallible standard by which
to judge of the truth of all religious teaching.
To the law and to the testimony ; if they speak
not according to this word, it 1s because there
is no light in them. Isa. viii, 20. Any teach-
ing opposed to the law of God, or that promises
escape from its penalty to the impenitent is
false, though it be attested by signs and won-
ders. Such prophets strengtben the hands of
the wicked, that he should not return from his
wicked way, by promising him life; [Eze. xiii,

QuesrioNs.—What are another confirmation of the
testimony of Jesus?  When are miracles good proot?
Who can do them? What can false prophets show?
To what may we go as an infallible guide? What do
fulse prophets promise the wicked? With what does
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22:] while the penalty of the law of God—the
wages of sin—is death. Rom. vi, 23.

But Jesus did not rest his claims on the evi-
dence of miracles alone. After John had borne
his testimony, and was confined in prison, he
sent two of his disciples to Jesus, saying, Art
thou he that should come ¢ or do we look for
another? Jesus replied, Go and show John
again those things which ye do hear and see:
The vlind receive their sight, and the lame walk,
the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the
dead are raised up, and the poor have the gos-
pel preached to them. And blessed is he, who-
soever shall not be offended in me. Matt. xi,
2-86.

Though he could present the greatest miracles
in proot of his mission, yet he presents them in
connection with the fulfillment of propheey.
The greatest miracle (raising the dead) is men-
tioned last ; and to crown the whole, as if it
were the strongest proof of all, is the fulfillment
of the prophecy of good tidings to the poor.
He evidently referred to a prophecy of the
Lord's Anointed, (Christ,) recorded in Isa. Ixi,
and quoted by Jesus in Luke iv, 18, as follows :
The %piric of the Lord is upon me, because he
hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the

the word of God threaten them? What did John in-
quire of Jesus? What did he say in reply? With
what did he connect his miracles? What was prom-
ised to the poor in the prophecy? For what purpose
was Jesus anointed?
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poor : he hath sent me to heal the broken-heart-
ed, to preach deliverance to the captives, and
recovering of sight to the blind, to set at lib-
erty them that are bruised.

Thus he represented himself as fulfilling the
word of the Lord, which word is a better test
of truth than miracles.

LESSON XXXVIIT.

Faith n Duty.,

We pass bz much (hat would be deeply in-
teresting in the life, the teachings, the death,
the resurrecticn and the ascension of our Lord
Jesus Christ, that we may consider the duties
required of us by the gospel.  The question of
most thrilling interest to the sinner, is, What
must I do to be saved? When Paul and Silas
were asked this question, they replied, Believe
on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be
saved. Acts xvi, 31. This was in accordance
with their Lord’s instructions, when he com-
missioned his disciples to go into all the world
and preach the gospel to every creature. Said
he, He that believeth, and is baptized, shall be
saved ; buthe that believeth not shall be damned.
Mark xvi, 16,

Questions.—What do we begin to consider in this
lesson?  What is the great question for the sinner?
How did Paul answer it?  What said Jesus, when he
sent his disciples to preach? Is the kingdom prom-
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What ! is that all that is necessary to gain
admittance into the everlasting kingdom 2 By
no means; this is but the very commencement
of the Christian race. The apostles could ex-
hort those who had done all this, and more too,
to run with patience the race set before them.
Heb. xii, 1. No one obtains the prize till he
gets to the end of the race.

It was said of Jesus, He shall save his peo-
ple from their sins. Matt. i, 21. The first
promise to the obedient believer is forgiveness ;
that is, salvation from his sins.  But if he adds
nothing to his faith, he is blind, and hath for-
gotten that he was purged from his old sins.
2 Pet. i, 5-9.

Faith is the spring of action ; it lies at the
foundation of all obedicnce.  Without it no re-
ligious duty would be done.  Therefore faith
is the first requirement of the gospel.  Require-
ment do you say # - Yes, we are commanded to
believe.

But, does not faith rest upon the amount of
evidence presented to the mind, and not upon
our will 7

Without evidence there can be no faith ; but
there may be an abundance of testimony given,
and yet fail to produce faith, because it is not

ised on conditjon of faith and baptism merely? What
elgse must Christians do?  From what is the obedient
believer saved?  What is the first requirement of the
gospel? Iz faith a duty?  What is the foundation of
faith? W hat is one reason why good testimony does
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examined ; and even if the evidence is pressed
upon us, so that we cannot fail to see it, with-
out shutting our eyes, the stubborn will of man
can still say, We would see a sign. Matt. xii,
22, 38. [Read.]

Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by
the word of God. Rom. x, 17. That word
contains sufficient evidence of the great truth,
in the plan of salvation ; viz, that Jesus is the
Son of God and the Saviour of men. If thor-
oughly examined with a willing mind, it can-
not fail to produce faith. Men may wﬂlfully
reject the testimony, or carelessly meglect to
examine it ; yet the word of God will ever stand

justified. He that believeth not shall be con-
demned.

LESSON XXXIX,.
Repentance.

The next duties after faith are repentance and
baptism. The person who believes the truth,
and desires to know how to begin the Christian
life, can learn his duty in this respect by read-
ing the Actsof the Apostles, and observing how
the first Christians preached and plactlced in
converting men to christianity. They acted
under the direction of the Holy Spirit, therefore

not produce faith in all? What does stubbornness
always require? What contains suflicient evidence
for our faith?

Questioxns.— What duties are next after faith? What
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it is perfectly safe to follow their example.
There was a perfect uniformity in their course;
one did not become a Christian in one way, and
another in another ; but when they obeyed from
the heart that form of doctrine which was de-
livered them, they were then made free from
sin, and became the servants of righteousness.
Rom. xi, 17, 18.

The first discourse that was preached, after
the apostles were qualified for their work by the
out pouring of the Holy Spirit, convinced a
great multitude of the truth, and they said to
Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and
brethren, what shall we do? Then Peter said
to them, Repent, and be baptized every one of
you in the name of Jesus Christ, for the remis-
sion of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the
Holy Ghost. Acts ii, 38.

The first duty here enjoined upon the believ-
er is repentance. This is defined, by some, to
be sorrow for sins. Others say that it means
reformation, which is something more than
mere sorrow for sins. That it is reforming the
life—turning away from sin to righteousness.
Perhaps there is not so much difference between
these two definitions as some imagine. One

book teaches first duties? When were the first Chris-
tians made free from sin? What was Peter’s reply
to the question, What shall we do? What duty did
he first enjoin on the behiever?  What is the first def-
inition of repentance given? The second? What is
reformation? What is necessary in order practically
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states the moving cause, the other the effect.
Grenuine sorrow for sins, leads to a reformation
of life. Godly sorrow worketh reformation to
salvation not to be regretted. Such doubtless
is the meaning of 2 Cor. vii, 10.

Reformation consists in ceasing to do evil,
and learning to do well; it is turning from sin
to righteousness—from breaking God’s law to
keeping it. This is not done in a moment, nor
in a day. The purpose of mind—the heart-felt
resolve—can be formed at once, but time is
necessary in order to carry out that purpose in
practice. We resolve to-day to mend our life;
we carry out that resolution to-morrow, and
next day, and so on,

A change of purpose iz the repentance re-
quired before baptism. This is evident from
whatissaidinverse 41. Then they that gladly re-
ceived his word were baptized : and  the smno
day there were added unto them about three
thousand souls. Sce Acts xvi, 33.

So, my friends, if you believe the truth, and
are fully resolved to give yourselves unreserved-
ly to God, to do all his holy will, you need not
wait to see if you will hold out, but submit, at
onee, to that act of obedience which the ILord
has placed before you, believing without a doubt
that he will verify to you his promise : Ye shall
receive the gift of the Holy Npirit.

to reform our lives? What is the repentance required
before baptism?  When were they that received the
word baptized? What is the Lord’s promise to tho
obedient?
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LESSON XL,
Baptisan, ‘ 2
WEe have already secn that baptism is a duty,

and that its place is at the commencement of the
Christian race. It is the first outward act of
obedience to the faith. By it we profess, by
works, our faith in Christ, and take upon our-
selves the Christian name.  Says Paul, As many
of you as have been baptized into Christ, have
put on Christ. Gal. iii, 27,

The present generation talk much in favor of
spirituality, and heart obedience, while outward
acts are either despised, or lightly estecmed as
non-essentials.  One says that if a man  is said
to be baptized, it is no matter how it is done.
Another, that it is no matter whether it is dono
at all, if a person only has faith. In short, works
are esteemed of so little consequence, that we
might justly infer, from their arguments on someo
points of obedience, that they think that they
may break the commandments of God, and neg-
lect every institution of the gospel, and yet have
their hearts right in the sight of God. This
comes from Babylon.

Abraham showed his faith by the offering of
his son; and the Christian says, Show me thy
faith without thy works and I will chew thee my
faith by my works. Jas. ii, 14, 26.

Quesrions.—By baptiam, what do we profess? What
does Paul say those who lhave been baptized bave
done? What do many praise? How do they esteem
outward.acts? How did Abraham show bLis faith?
What says the Christian about faith and works?
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Baptism is the obedience of faith; it is the
form or model of the Christian doctrine, [Rom.
vi, 11,] which i, salvation from sin by the death
of Jesus Christ. The faith, the doctrine or the
teaching is, That Christ died for our sins, that
he was buried, and that he rose again, See 1
Jor, Xv, 3, 4. The form is like the doctrine; the
obedience is emblematic of the faith. Therefore
we are buried with him by baptism into death;
thal like as Christ was raised up from the dead
by the glory of the Father, even so we also should
walk in newness of life. Rom. vi, 4.

Here commences the new life. By this act
we not only show our faith in what Christ has
done for us, but we acknowledge ourselves wor-
thy of death for our past transgressions of God’s
law, and promise future obedience. We also de-
clare that we are dead to sin and risen to live a
life opposed to sin. Says Paul, How shall we,
that are dead to sin, live any longer therein ?
Verse 2. Thus the faith does not make void
the law, but establishes it.

And as the resurrection of Christ is the pledge
of the resurrection of the saints, [1 Cor. xv, 12—
18,] so when we, by baptism, confess our faith in

What is baptism? What is the faith or doctrine?
How do we expressour faithin this doctrine of Christ?
How then should we walk? Of what are transgress-
ors of the law worthy? What do we promise in bap-
tism? To what do we declare ourselves dead? How
does Paul answer the guestion whether the forgiven
shall continue in sin? Of what is the resurrection of
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the one, as a consequence we confess our faith in
the other. For if we believe that Jesus died and
rose again, even so them also which sleep in Je-
sus will God bring with him. 1 Thess. iv, 14.
They will be raised from the dead at his coming.

LESSON XLI.
Washing of Fect,

When we have commenced the Christian race,
by being baptized into Christ, we must do as
the first Christians did. "They continued stead-
fastly in the apostles’ doctrine and feilowship,
and in breaking of bread, and in prayers. Acts
1, 42,

The apostles’ doctrine or teaching was all things
that Jesus had commanded them, He sent them
to teach all nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit; “ teaching
them,” said he, * to observe all things whatsoever
I have commanded you.” Matt, xxviii, 20. He
had commanded them to wash each other's feet.
Jno. xiii. (Read.) To obey their Lord’s in-
structions, they must have taught the disciples
this. Some object that they did not enjoin it in
their writings. Neither is the Lord’s supper
there enjoined. This institution was abused by

Christ a pledge? By what do we confess our faith in
both? hen will the saints be raised?
Questions.—In what did the first Christians stead-
fastly continue? What observances did they teach?
What was one thing which he commanded them?
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the church at Corinth; Paul hearing of it, cor-
rects them in a letter. 1 Cor. xi, 20. In so do-
ing he mentions the fact, that he had delivered
it to them. Verse 23. But for this abuse, it is
probable we never should have been informed, in
their writings, that they obeyed the Lord by
teaching this.

As Jesus was washing his disciples’ feet, he said
to Peter, What I do thou knowest not now ; but
thou shalt know hereafter. Veise 7. So after he
had finished, he explained it. Said he, I havo
given you an example, that ye should do as I
have done to you. Verse 15.

1. Mark the importance attached to this: If I
wash thee not, thou hast no part with me. Verse 8.

2. The meaning with respect to tho prerson
washed. Washing, as an emblem, signifies a
cleansing from moral impurity.,  Ananias said
to Saul, Arise, and be baptized, and wash away
thy sins. Acts xxii, 16. Now observe the words
of Jesus in verse 10. We will read from Camp-
bell’s version, not because it differs in sense, but
it is more easily understood. “Ila who has been
bathing, needs only to wash his feet, the rest of
his body Dbeing clean” A person may bathe
himself thoroughly, yet by walking a short dis-

What did Jesus say to Peter about what lie was do-
ing? What did he afterwardssay to explain it? What
words express its importance? What dovs the em-
blem of washing signify? In fizrurative language
what dees baptism washaway? What doex the per-
son that has been washed still need? What is the
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tance his feet will be soiled and need washing.
So with the Christian: though cleansed at the
beginning of his pilgrimage, yet he walks in a
polluted world, and can hardly escape defilement.
Therefore self-examination and cleansing precede
the Lord’s supper. 1 Cor. xi, 28. If the apos-
tles needed cleansing, who does not ?

3. The lesson taught to the one who washes,
is humility and brotherly love. Jesus “loved his
own;” and though he knew that “ he was come
from God,” and was about to return to God, he
ot down and washed their feet. The Lord and
Master set the example and then enforced it up-
on his disciples by this argument: The servaut
is not greater than his lord, neither he that is
sont greater than he that sent him. Verse 16.
This leaves no excuse to any servant wbo is not
greater than his Lord.

LESSON XLIT.
Lord’s Suapper,

On the same night in which Jesus was betray-
cd he gave to his disciples two institutions. ‘The
one of vwhich we have spoken was expressive of
their loye for each other, and was preparatory to
the other. It prepares the disciple to have a
“ part with Jesus"—to eat of his flesh, and drink

Christian, while in the world, in constant danger of?

What is the lesson taught to the one who washes?

What did the Lord and Master do? What did he sav

to Lis disciples as a reason why they should da n?
Bible Class, 0
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of his blood by faith. Jno. vi, 53. The other
was to keep in memory their dying Lord. It is
a solemn act of worship to him who gave his life
to purchase eternal life for us. It is called the
Lord’s supper.

The broken bread is an emblem of the body of
Jesus, which was bruised and broken forus. The
wine is an emblem of his blood, which he gave
for the life of the world.

This institution brings to mind our lost condi-
tion as sinners, without God and without hope
in the world; and also the amazing love of Christ
who pitied us in our ruined state, justly con-
demned to death, and freely died a sacritice for
our sins.

It 1s commemorative. Said Jesus, This do in
remembrance of me. Luke xxij, 19; 1 Cor. xi,
24,25. It keeps in memory our dying Lord,
and expresses our faith in what he has done for
us. With what joy should the Christian keep
the token which Jesus left us of his dying love!
When he was about to depart out of this world
and go to the Father, having loved his disciples,
who were to remain in the world, he left them
this institution as a keepsake, to remind them of
his love.

While this institution points us back to what
Jesus has done for us, we naturally look forward

QuEestioNs.—What is the subject of thislesson? Of
what is the bread an emblem? Of what the wine?
What does this institution naturally bring to mind?
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to what he has promised to do for all his faithful
children,  Not only doex it carry the mind back
to that “ doleful night” when the powers of dark-
ness were arrayed against the inoffensive Lamb
of God; but it carries it forward to that glorious
morning when that same Jesus shall come in the
glory of his Father with the holy angels, to take
all his saints to those mansions in his ather's
house, which he has gone to prepare. “ For as
often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, yeo
do show forth the Lord’s death till he come.” 1
Cor. xi, 20.

If our “ historical faith” only looks back upon
the past, and can see nothing but shadows and
dimness in the promised future, we have not more
than halt of the faith of Jesus.  Frue faith enjoys
the promises.

While we remember the price that has been
paid to procure our salvation from sin, we turn to
the glorious future and sce what will be enjoyed,
as the consequences of our redemption. A feast
of fat things, and of wines well refined is prom-
ised to all of God’s people, [Isa. xxv,] and Jesus
promised his disciples that they might eat and
drink at bis table in his kingdom. Luke xxii,
30; xiv, 15; Matt. xxvi, 29, Blessed are they

What else? What did Jedus command respecting it?
Whom does it keep in memory? To what does it
point?  To what do we look forward? For whom
will Jesus come? How long will the Lord’s supper
he observed? What does true faith enjoy? What is
promised in Ira, xxv? What did Jesus promise his
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whiclh are called unto the m:n'riage supper of
the Lamb. Rev. xix, 9.

—_—

LESSON XLIII.
Prayer,

Prayer is a constant duty of the Christian,
We are commanded to pray without ceasing, and
in every thing to give thanks. 1 Thess. v, 17,
Jesus taught that men ought always to pray and
not to faint. Luke xviii, 1. Continue Instant in
prayer. Rom. xii, 12.  Prayer should accompa-
ny the performance of every religious duty from
the very first.  Saul was commanded to be Dbap-
tized calling on the name of the Lord.

Prayer is also our greatest privilege; for what
can be a more exalted privilege than the right of
petition to the King of kings and Lord of lords,
with the promise that he will hear our petitions,
and grant all our requests which are in accord-
ance with our own best good ?

To be heard we must pray in faith. James
says, Let him ask in faith, nothing wavering;
[chap. i, 6;] and Jesus says, What things soever
ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive
them, and ye shall have them. Mark xi, 24. Of

disciples should do in his kingdom? What feast will
there be kept?

Qugstions.— With respect to prayer, what are we
commanded? How should we do every religious du-
ty? What is the Christian’s high privilege? To be
heard, how must we pray?  What said Jesus? What
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course we canuot pray in faith for things which
we know are contrary to his will; but the Word
teaches us for what to pray, and it is always safo
to follow its directions.

The Lord’s prayer contains a general, or out-
line view of the things which it is proper for us
to pray for. Matt. vi, 9-13. We will notice
some points in this prayer, in connection with
other scriptures; after observing that we shounul
approach our heavenly Father with all the rever-
ence that can be expressed by the words, Hal-
lowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come. Those who think that the
kingdom was set up when Christ ascended to the
right hand of the Iather, consider this part, at
least, of the Lord’s prayer as out of date. DBut
the coming of the kingdom, when God’s will will
be done on earth, as it is in heaven, is the great
hopa still before the Christian. The saints are
Joint-heirs with Christ, and the kingdom will be
given to them. Dan. vii, 23, 27. The greater
share, by far, of the heirs of the kingdom are now
in their graves, under the dominion of death, and
cannot be released, till the Lord himself shall de-
scend from heaven, and bring them up from their
dusty beds. Hence the apostle John prays the
same prayer in theso words: Iven so come Lord
Jesus. Rev. 22, 20. It is no wonder that the

containg a general view of the things we should pray
for? What is its first petition? Who will possess
the kingdom? Where are most of them? Who must
come to raise them, and give them the kingdom? 1In
what words did John pray, Thy kingdom con:c?
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completion of the Christian's hope should be the
first patition in his prayer.

Forgive us our sins. Luke xi, 4. The Chris-
tian luws the privilege to ask and receive the for-
giveness of his sins,

Lead us not into temptation. Abandon us not,
as some translate it; that is, leave us not to tempt-
ation.  If God should abandon us to temptation,
we should be lost. Therefore David prayed,
Take not thy Holy Spirit from me. Ps. li, 11.
We should pray for the Holy Spirit.  Christ says,
If ye then, being evil, know how to give good
gifts to your children; how much more shall your
heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them
that ask him? Luke xi, 13.

Deliver us from evil. One great evil to which
we are subject is sickness. Says James, Is any
sick among you? let him call for the elders of
the church; aad let them pray over him, anoint-
ing him with oil in the name of the Lord:; and
the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the
Lnni shall raise him up; and if he lhave com-
mitted sing, they shall be forgiven him. Jas.v,14,15.

These are a part of our high privileges, if wo
abide in Churist, and his words abide in us. Jno.
XV, 7.

What other petition may we ask? Should God leave
us to temptation what would be our case? What did
David pray? What will the Father give to them that
ask him? = What should a Christian do if he is sick?
What will the prayer of faith do? What if he have
comnmitted sins?  What must we do to enjoy these
privileges?
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LESSON XLIV.
Fasting.

Another duty, which is doubtless too much
neglected, is fasting. It is connected with pray-
er. These duties, like faith, repentance, and keep-
ing the commandments of God, are not peculiar
to this dispensation, but are commontoall. God
has manifested his approbation in a special man-
ner, ot those who have sought his face by fasting.
At different times, when Daniel set his face to
seek to God by prayer and supplications, with fast-
ing, an an?'cl was immediately sent to him, in
answer to his prayer, to communicate the most
important revelations concerning the latter days.
Dan. ix, 8, 20; x, 8,11, 12.

Mark the words of the angel. After informing
Daniel that he was a man “greatly beloved,” he
said, From the first day that thou didst set thine
heart to understand, and to chasten thyseif before
thy God, thy words were heard, and I am come
for thy words. Chap. x, 12.

Jesus approved of fasting by giving directions
to his disciples about it. Matt. vi, 16-18. He
taught that they should fast, not to be scen of
men, but of God. Observe the consequence of
fasting in the right way. Said he, “ Thy Fa-

Quesrions.—~What duty is the subject of this lesson?
What has God manifested to those who have practiced
fasting? When Daniel vrayed and fasted, who was
sent to him? What did tze angel communicate to
him? How did be state the cause of his coming?
How did Jesus teach that we should fast? What did
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ther who seeth in secret shall reward thee openly.”
Who does not desire his rewards?

The disciples of John came to Jesus and asked
him why his disciples did not fast. Matt. ix, 14
Mark ii, 18; Luke v, 33. Jesus replied, Can ye
make the children of the bride-chamber fast, while
the bride-groom is with them? But the days
will come when the bride-groom shall be taken
away from them, and then shall they fast in those
days. The disciples did not then fast, because
Jesus was with them. After he left them, they
were to fast. Trom this we may infer that fast-
ing will continue during all his absence, until he
returns again,

Cornelius was fasting when the angel appeared
to him, and told him his prayer was heard, and
directed him to send for Peter, who should tell
him words whereby he and all his house should
be saved.  Aects x, 80,

Fasting was practiced in the church at Anti-
och, at the time when the Holy Spirit sent forth
Paul and Barnabas on a most important mission.
Acts xiii, 2,  And they, in their travels, ordained
elders in every church, and with prayer and fast-
ing, commended them to the Lord. Chap. xiv,283.

The example of the primitive Christians should

he say? When were his (liscilﬂos to fast? What was
Cornelius doing when an angel came to tell him his
prayer was beard? In what chureh was fasting prac-
ticed? How did the apostles commend the churches
to the ?Lord? How long should their example be fol-
lowed
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be followed till the DBride-groom returns; then
our fasting will end.

LESSON XLV.
Sclf-donial and Suffering.

The doctrine of the cross is a doctrine of self-
denial and suffering. Jesus set the example, and
all that will come to him must follow it. He de-
nied himself when he voluntarily laid aside the
glory which he had with the Father beforo the
world was, and became a mortal man. Though
he was rich, yet for our sakes he became poor,
that we through his poverty might be rich. 2
Cor. viii, 9.  He denied himself as he went about.
doing good, proclaiming the good tidings, toiling
on foot over the hills of Judea, meeting the oppo-
sition and frowns of those he gladly would have
benefited. The Son of man had not where to
lay his head. He denied himself when in Geth-
semane, his soul was exceeding sorrowful, even un-
to death; when his mental anguish was so great
that his sweat fell like great drops of blood to
the ground. Matt. xxvi, 88; Luke xxii, 39.
Said he, Not my will, but thine be done. Hae de-
nied himself when he endured cruel mockings and

Qursrions.—What is the subject of this lesson?
What did Jesus do? What must we do? What did
he iay aside? What said Paul concerning him? How
did ho travel in the world? What had he not? W hat
was his language under the deepest sorrow and suffer-
ing? Is it a bard thing to deny self and follow him?
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scourgings, and, finally, the cruel and shameful
death of the cross.

Since so much has been done for us, it is not a
hard thing that we are required to deny self, take
up the cross and follow Jesus. Matt. xvi, 24. It
is rather to be esteemed a precious privilege to
follow the example of our suffering Lord. For
unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ, not
only to believe on his name, but also to sufier for
his sake. Phil. i, 29.

Says Peter, Beloved, think it not strange con-
cerning the fiery trial which is to try you; but
rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ’s
sufferings; that when his glory shall be reveal-
ed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy. 1
Pet. iv, 12.

Paul says to Timothy, For if we be dead with
him, we shall also live with himj; if we suffer,
we shall also reign with him; if we deny him,
he also will deny us. 2 Tin. 1, 11. Of the
saved it is said, These are they which came out
of great tribulation, and have washed their robes,
and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.
Rev. vii, 14.

Since the Captain of our salvation was made
perfect through sufferings, [Heb. ii, 10,] who

How should we rather estcem it? What is given us
in behalf of Christ? What should we do under trial?
Of what do Christians partake in their trials? What
will they have when the glory of Christ is revealed?
What says Paul to Timothy? What will the saved
come out of? Who was made perfect through suffer
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would not desire to go forth to him without the
camp, bearing his reproach?  Heb. xiii, 18.
Whoever will be a friend of the world, is the en-
emy of God. Jas. iv, 4,

We need to have our will subdued, our old
man crucified, that the body of sin may be de-
stroyed, in order to be prepaved to be good and
loyal subjects of the everlasting kingdom. None
whose will is not given up to God can be admit-
ted there. All must be prepared to live in har-
mony. Therefore we must, by suffering and self-
denial, be purified, made white and tried. Dan.
xii, 10.

—_—

LESSON XLVI.
Christian Morality.

The morality which christianity requires, as
taught Dby the apostles in their epistles to the
churehes, is of the very highest order. It is noth-
ing less than living out, in thought, in word and
in deed, all those holy principles of love to God
and man contained in the ten commandments of
God. This is the great and important lesson of
christianity.

We might consider christianity as divided in-

ings? What should we be willing to bear? What
must be subdued? How must the subjects of the
kingdom be prepared?

QuErsTions.—Of what order is the morality which
christianity teaches? In what are its great principles
contained? Into how many lessons may christianity
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to two lessons. The one teaches obedience to
those outward acts which express our faith in
Christ; the other is a perfect system of morali-
ty. One consists of the first principles of the doc-
trine of Christ; the other teaches us to go on to
perfection. Heb. vi, 1. By the ono we are
taught to put on the Lord Jesus Christ, by an
outward profession; by the other we are taught
to walk in him, that is, live out that profession.
Rom. xiii, 14; Col. ii, 6. Both of these are nce-
escary. By the one we should boldly profcss
that we are the children of God by faith in Christ ;
by the other we should prove to all around that
we are such. Thisis the love of God that we
keep his commandments. The commandments
and the faith must both be kept. How shall we
who have been buried as asign that we were dead
to sin, live any longer therein ?

It is not enough that we believe in Christ and
profess our faith. Peter says, Add to our faith
virtue; and to virtue knowledge; and to knowl-
edge temperance; and to temperance patience;
and to patience godliness; and to godliness
brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness
charity. 2 Pet. i, 5. 'This addition table should
be committed to memory, and reduced to prac-
tice, by every one who professes faith in Christ.
Says the Apostle, IFor if these things be in you,

be divided? To what does the first teach obedi-
ence? What is the other? What are we taught by
the one? What by the other? Is it enough to be-
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and abound, they make yon that ye shall nei-
ther be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of
our Lord Jesus Christ. But he that lacketh
these things is blind, and cannot sce afar off, and
hath forgotten that he was purged from his old
sins. Verses 8, 9. So we sec that though we
may be purged from our old sins by faith in
Christ, yet if we add nothing to our faith it will
not benefit us.

We must love God with all our heart, and onr
neighbor as ourself. We must do to others as
we would wish them todo to us. This is the
teaching of the law and the prophets; of Christ
and the apostles. We must study the writings
of the apostles, and practice all the particular du-
ties pointed out by them. They all have their
foundation in the law of God, the great standard
of morality. And we cannot be too diligent in
learning this great lesson of christianity. In the
words of Peter, If ye do these things, ye shall
never fall; for so an entrance shall be minister-
cd unto you abundantly into the everlasting king-
dom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

lieve and to profess faith? What says Peter? What
is he that lacks these things? How must we love
God? How our neighbor? How must we do to oth-
ers? What is the foundation of all moral duties?

What is the promise if we do these duties? Into
what will the « bedient enter?
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LESSON XLVII.
Signs in the Heavens,

The faith of Jesus embraces the whole plan of
salvation. It is a belief of what God has done,
what he is now doing, and what he has promised
to do hereafter, for the salvation of men. What
he is now doing in fulfillment of the prophecies
1s present truth.  The prophecies which are now
being fulfilled are signs of the second coming of
Christ; and as the Jews were tested, and the be-
lieving separated from the unbelieving by the ful-
fillment of the prophecies at the period of the
first advent, so the last generation of professed be-
lievers in Jesus will have their faith proved by
the fulfillment of the sigus of the second adyent.

Some say that woe can know nothing of the
time when Christ will come. But did not his
disciples ask him, What shall be the sign of thy
coming and of the end of the world?  Matt. xxiv,
3. They did. Did he answer their question by
giving them signs? He did. And he also laid
a command upon those who should see the signs,
to know that his coming is then near. Said he,
So likewise ye, when ye shall see all these things,
know that it is near, even at the doors. Verse 33.

QuEesTioNs.—What daes the faith of Jesus embrace?
The prophecies now being fulfilled are signs of what?
By what was the faith of the Jewstested? What will
be a test to this generation? Did the disciples ask
Jesus for the sign of his coming? Did he give them
sigus?  What doues he require us to know when the
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“ But,” says one, “ it makes no difference to me
when Christ will come if I am only prepared.”
How do you expect to be prepared? Do you ex-
pect to be saved in unbelief? You say you be-
lieve in Christ; but do you believe his word?
When the sigus which he gave of his coming are
fulfilled, do you believe without a doubt that his
coming is near? If not, how ecan you say that
you believe that Jesus is the Son of God? If he
is the Son of God, the signs will not be seen till
his coming is near. 8o you see that present truth
will test your faith in Christ. Those Jews who
did not believe when the prophecies were fulfill-
ed were not believers in the prophets. How then
can you claim to be a believer in Jesus, while
you dare not trust his word, and believe that he
will soon come, since the signs, which le gave of
his coming, are already fulfilled ?

Said Jesus, The sun shall be darkened and the
moon shall not give her light, and the stars of
heaven shall fall, and the powers that are in
heaven shall be shaken, and then shall they seo
the Son of man coming in the clouds with great
power and glory. Mark xiii, 24. The sun and
moon were darkened in 1780, and the stars of
heaven fell in 1833; and can we doubt that the
powers of heaven will soon be shaken, and the
Son of man appear, and still believe the word of

signs are fulfilled? What will test our faith in Christ?

hom did the Jews disbelieve? What signs in the
heavens precede the advent? Who then shall be
scen? When were the sun and moon darkened? When
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Jesus? Certainly not. So we may try our-
selves whether we are in the faith; for if we ad-

mit that his word may fail, it will do us no good
to say that we believe.

LESSON XLVIII.
National Troubles,

Our Lord said as recorded by Luke, And there
shall be signs in the sun, and in the moon, and
in the stars; and upon the earth distress of na-
tions, with perplexity. Luke xxi, 25. Some
have taught that the signs, in the sun, moon and
stars, were figurative, and were to have their ful-
fillment among the nations of the carth. But
this text proves that view to be false. It shows
that the signs in the heavens are to be literally
fulfilled and followed by literal signs among tho
nations on earth.

The signs are being fulfilled in their order.
Since the falling of the stars, wesee distress and per-
plexity coming upon the nations; and when the
next great sign in heaven appears, the shaking of
the powers of heaven, men will see their hope-
less condition, and will actually be dying for fear,

did the stars fall?  Having full confidence in Christ’s
word, can we doubt that the other events will follow
in their order?

Questioxs.—What said Jesus in Luke xxi, 252
Where bave some looked for the signs in the sun,
moon and stars?  How does this text provethatthe e
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and for looking for those things that are coming
upon the earth. Then Mercy, so long abused,
will have fled, and stern Justice, with flaming
sword, will take the field. Then the guilty will
no longer have an intercessor in the Sanctuary to
wash away their guilt; but our great High Priest
will have laid down the golden censer, and tak-
en the iron scepter with which to break the heath-
ei)n, and dash them in pieces as a potter’s vessel.

s. 1, 9.

The same order of events is given by the proph-
et Joel. In the second chapter he foretells the
signs in the sun and moon. Then, in the third
chapter, he speaks of the troubles among the na-
tions. Ho says, Proclaim yo this among the
Gentiles; Prepare war, wake up the mighty men,
let all the men of war draw near. Chap. iij, 9.
What does this preparation for war indicate ¢ "T'his
question is answered in verse 14: The day of the
Lord is near in the valley of decision. |Cuttin
off, or threshing.] The harvest of the earth is al-
most ready for the sickle. Verse 13; Rev. xiv,
14. And then, in verse 16, the prophet rays,
The Lord also shall roar out of Zion,and utter his
voice from Jerusalem, and the heavens and the

signa will be fulfilled? How are these signs bein
fulfilled? What is the next sign in the heavens
What will the guilty then no longer have? What
will our High Priest have laid down? What will he
bave taken? What prophet speaks of these signs in
heaven? What does he prophes;; to the nations?
What is this preparation a sign of? What will take
Bible Class 8
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earth shall shake. Here we have, 1st. Signs in
the lights of heaven, 2d. National troubles, and
3d. The voice of God which shakes not the earth
only, but also heaven. Heb. xii, 26.

Before the great day of wrath comes, the na-
tions are to Do angry. Under the sounding of
the seventh trumpet there arc a number of dis-
tinet events to take place, two of which are, (1,)
The nations were angry, (2,) and thy wrath is
come. Rev. xi, 18. This agrees with the other
scriptures to show that national troubles will come
Just before the day of wrath, And what makes
1t certain, that the present troubles among the
nations are the ones referred to in the prophacies,
is the fact that the signs in the heavens have al-
ready been seen, which were to be followed by
distress of nations and perplexity.

—_————

LESSON XLIX.
Definite Time,

As there was a definite time revealed when
Christ would make his appearance on earth, as
the Prophet foretold by Moses, [Deut. xviii,] <o
also definite time was given for the commengce-

lace when the Lord shall utter his voice from his holy
wabitation? What comes before the wrath of God un-
der the sounding of the seventh angel? What fact
proves that the present troubles among the nations,
are the ones prophesied of?

QuestioNs.—What was revealed concerning the first
advent of Christ? For what else was definite time
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ment of his last work as our great High Priest,
in the true tabernacle in heaven. It was said
to Daniel, Unto two thousand and three hun-
dred days, then shall the sanctuary be cleansed.
Dan. viii, 14.

The Lord could have no objectin giving a set
time for any event, unless hie meant for it to be
understood by those for whom it was given. If
he has not given the means by which we ma
learn when the time will begin and end, Paul
certainly must have been mistaken when he
said that all seripture given by inspiration of
God is profitable. For what profit can we re-
ceive from a set time without a beginning, and,
consequently, without an end ?

As there is no date given in this chapter for
the commencement of the 2300 days, we must
look elsewhere for it. By reading tho ninth
chapter carefully, we plainly see that the same
angel, which was commanded, in the eighth
chapter, to make Daniel understand the vision,
appears to him again ; and, after calling his at-
tention to that vision, tells him that seventy
wecksare determined [cut off] upon his people,
the Jews. Cut off from what? From the vis-

given? What said the angel to Danicl? What object
could be gained by giving time that could not be un-
derstood? What is all seripture given by inspiration
of God? In which chapter is the date of the begin-
ning of the 2300 days? In the eighth chapter what
was the angel Gabriel commanded to do? To what
does he call Daniel’s attention in the ninth chapter?
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ion of 2300 days, which was the subject which
he had just introduced.

We have seen (Les. 33) that 69 of these sev-
enty weeks reached to the time when Christ
was baptized and commenced his ministry,
which was in the year 27 of our common reck-
oning. Kor the remaining week, the seventieth,
in the midst of which Messiah was cut off, (cru-
cified,) we must add seven years. This gives
us the year 34 for the end of the seventy weeks.
Now we take seventy weeks, which are 490
days, from the 2300 days and we have 1810
days or years remaining. This added to the
year 31, where the 70 weeks end, brings us
down to the year 1844, where the worlk of cleans-
ing the sanctuary must commence.

The act of cleansing the sanctuary, in the
typical dispensation, was the last act of the
atonement, and occupied only onc day in the
year. Hence we conclude that our great Iigh
Priest is now performing the last work for his
people, which is the blotting out of their sins;
and that it can be but a little while longer be-
fore he that is unholy must remain so still. At
this point of time Jesus says, Behold I come

What part of the time was cut off for the Jews? Where
did the 69 weeks end? Where the seventy? Take
seventy weeks from 2300 days and how many days
will be left? Add 1810 years to the year 34 and to
what year will it bring us? What part of his priest-
hood 1s Christ now performing for his people? What
is it? W Len this is finished what does he say?
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quickly ; and my reward is with me, to give to

every man according as his work shall be. Rev.
X% 1.2,

LESSON L.

First Special Flessage.

Christ never can come again according to the
seriptures, and his coming not be preached in
the world beforehand. The faithful servant
will be found giving the household meat in due
season when he comes ; [Matt. xxiv, 46 ;] and
the only meat that can be in season then, is the
coming of the Lord, and the needed preparation
for thac event.  To give meat in due season,
one must know the time of day, and not be call-
ing to breakfast or dinner when it is supper time.

In the parable [Luke xiv, 16] there are three
invitations to the supper, which seem to denote
three special messages to be given at the close
of the great day of probationary time. But we
have something to depend upon besides our ex-
position of this parable. In Rev. xiv, we have
a clear prophecy of three special messages to be
given in the world, just before the Son of man
is seen upon the great white cloud. Verse 14.

QuEesTions.—What will the faithful servant Le giv-
ing the household when Christ comes? What must he
know? In the parable, how many calls to supperare
there? Of what bave we a clear prophecy in Rev.
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The first message is addressed {o ¢very na-
tion and people, and is expresced in these words:
Fear God and give glory to him ; for the hour
of his judgment is come: and worship him that
mude heaven, and carth, and the sea, and the
fountains of waters,  Vase 7. The only thing
special in this, is the time—tlie hour of judg-
ment.  This must refer to some set time which
God had appointed 5 and what is more reason-
able than to suppose that it refers to the end-
ing of the 2300 days, when the sanctuwry was
to be cleans«l. - The cleansing of the sanctuary
is 4 judgment seene. It is actually passing
Judziment, or deciding whose sins shall be blot-
ted out, and whose shall not.

Such amessage has been proclaimed to  all
the world, as far as the sound of the gospel is
known. W, Miller was the first to preach it
in this country, and, on that account, it was
called Millerism.  Prophetic time was the very
life of the messaxe—without it, it could not have
existed 5 and the ending of the 2300 days was
the grand point to which all other periods were
only so many witnesses.  This was the basis of
tie cery, The hour of his judament is come.

Compared with this movement, the work of

xiv?  Who appears afier the three are fulfilled? What
i the first message?  What iz the only thing speeial
e 7 What time had been appomnted?  What is
Juwdged in the ¢leansine of the Sanetuary? How far
has such a wess=age been heard?  What was the grand
point in the preaching?  What were it: evidences,
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John the Baptist was very limited. They both,
however, fultilled the Scriptures, and accomplished
the end for which they cach were sent, They
both rested upon the same kinds of evidence, viz. -
@ prophetic message, prophetic time, and a life
and actions corresponding to the faith preached.

It may be objected, that erroneous views were
preached in connection with this time message.
Wo reply, that it found the people in many er-
rors, some of which were coinpletely and for ev-
er exploded by that very preaching’ and others
have since been uprooted, as a consequence of
men's being awakened, by this, to search the
Seriptures, in order to escape those things that
are coming on the earth, and to stand before the
Son of man. And when the word of God is
once literally fulfilled, there it must for everstand :
no matter if the disciples, who are instrumental
inits fulfillment, do not so much as know the
part which they act themsclves till afterwards.
See John xii, 18, also Lesson xxxv.

compared with those of John’s mission? How did
it find the people? To what has it led many? How
many times can prophecy be fulilled? In fulfilling

pﬂ:])h(‘(‘}'. what may the actors, though children of
Guod, not know at the time?
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LESSON LI.
Second Special Mcessage.

The second prophetic message is, Babylon is
fallen, is fallen, that great city, because she made
all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her
fornication. Verse 8. The fall of Babylon and
her destruction are two events. By reading what
is said of her in Chap. xviij, it will be seen, that
her fallen state is the reason why the people of
God should forsake her, and, in so doing, escape
the destruction which is soon eoming upon her.
Therefore, her fall is her apostasy from God, in
consequence of which she is abandoned of him,
as the Jewish people were when it was said, Be-
hold, your house is left unto you desolate.

The world of mnon-professors cannot be the
subject of this fall, which is moral or spiritual.
They that never enjoyed the favor of God can-
not fall from his favor. Therefore, this special
message respecting Babylon, is the formal an-
nouncement that the time is fully come, foretold
by Paul, when men shall be lovers of their own
selves, covetous, boasters, proud, &e, having a
form of godliness, but denying the power thercof.
2 Tim. iii. This was to be in the “last days”
and God prepares a special message for the last

QuesTioxs.— What is the sccond message? What
exists before the call {o come out of Babylon? What
is her fall? What consequence follows?  Who cannot
be the subjects of such a fall? What does Babylon
still have in her fallen state? At what time was this
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days, declaring that this state of things is fully
come. Says Paul, From such turn away; the
voice from heaven says, Come out of her my
people.

The second message has been fulfilled. The
fall of Babylon was announced in 1844. Thous-
ands heard it and left the various professed church-
es to which they belonged. Events which have
followed, bear united testimony to the truth of
that cry, and prove that it was from Heaven.

The fall, or apostasy of the various churches
has been gradual, from the humility, self-denial
and cross-bearing of their younger days, down to
the pride, worldliness and popularity of their
more advanced age. God could not entirely for-
sake them, and announce their fall, till they
should reach a certain point in their departure
from him. That point was reached, when they
virtually rejected Christ Ly rejecting the Bible
doctrine of his second personal coming. As in
thie parable of the nobleman, who went into a far
country to receive the kingdom and return; so
these virtually sent a message after Jesus, saying,
We will not have this man to reign over us.
Luke xix, 12. No,said they, we will have a spir-
itual reign. In many instances they weut so far,
as to withdraw fellowship from persons, for no

state of things to exist? What says Paul? What the
voice from heaven? When was the fall of Babylon
announced? How has the fall of the churches been?
When were they forsaken, and their fall proclaimed?
What did they desire? To what has God given them



122 THIRD SPECIAL MESSAGE.

other reason than that they looked for, and loved
the appearing of Jesus Christ.

This point reached, God proclaims their fall and
abandons them to the strong delusions of Satan;
and soon their spiritual reign commences.  Raps,
from an invisible agent, are soon heard in Hydes-
ville, and then in Rochester, followed by all the
signs and wonders of Spirit Manifestations,
which are mnow flooding tho churches and the
world.,

Soon will it be aid in truth, not only that Bab-
ylon is fallen, but that she is become the habita-
tion of devils, and the hold of cvery foul spir-
it, and a cage of every unclean and hateful bird.
That her sins have reached unto heaven. Rev.
xviii. Then her plagues will come.

— ———

LESSON LII.

Third Special Mcessage.

The third is the final separating message. 1t
is the last test of submission which God offers to
rebellious man. It presents to him a final choice,
a choice which when once fully determined de-
cides his eternal destiny. It draws a straight
line—on the one side is the commandments of the

—

up?  What looks most like their desived spiritual
reien?  What will Babylon swon become? " Where
will her sins bave reached? What will then come?

Questrons.—What does the third message offer
man?  What depends upon it?  What are on one side
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beast, or anti-Christ, on the other, the comman-
ments of God—and calls upon all to take sidee,
It we submit to God and keep his command-
ments, we must brave the wrath of the dracon
spirit which speaks through the imace: for all
will be required to worship him under penalty
of death. If we submit to the beast and his im-
age by keeping their commandments, we must
drink of the wine of the wrath of God without
mixture, which is soon to be poured out in the
seven last plagues,

This messuge is now being fulfilled. The sol-
emn sound is now going forth.  Our ears have
heard it and to deny it, is to deny the fanh-
fulness of God, which is pledged to guard, and
to fulfill the prophecies. It is connected with
such a chain of fulfilled events, and attested by
so many signs, in heaven above, and on earth
beneath, that if it fails to produce faith, it secms
that God can do no more,

No one can obey this message without ad-
nmitting the fulfillment of the first and sccond :
for the faith of Jesus, as well as the command-
ments of God, forms a part of it. This faith
believes that the hand of "(od has been in the
work of fulfilling this chain of prophetic mes-

of the question? What an the other? What penalty
will the image attach 1o the Jaw of the beast? What
must those endure who submit to the beast and bis
image? To what is the faithfulness of G pledgzed?
What is a part of this message? Who will be hronght
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sages. It believes that our great High Priest
did enter upon the work of cleansing the sanc-
tuary at the time appointed 5 and that that de-
cisive, judgment work is now progressing. It
believes that Babylon is fallen-—that the time
has come when the great mass of professed
Christians have a form of godliness, but deny
the power of it, and that it 1s duty from such to
turn away.

The object of these messages is, to Lring out
the remnant of God’s people from the confusion
of sectarianism, which has resulted from the
great papal apostasy, the leaven of which was
at work even in the days of the primitive church;
to fix them firmly upon the apostolic platform—
the commandments of God, and the faith of Je-
sus ; to vindicate, through them, the righteous-
ness of those judgments which Le is about to
bring upon the carth ; and to prepare them to
be translated—caught up from among the liv-
ing to meet the Lord at his coming.

The third message requires faith in all reveal-
ed truth, and obedience to all moral law, and
to all acts of obedience of faith taught by Christ
and his apostles. It is the restorer of primitirve
faith and practice. To reject it is death, to
obey it is life and peace. For those who suffer
for the truth in this evil world, a crown of glo-

out by these messages? From what has the confusion
of sectarianism resulted? What is the apostolic plat-
form? In what does the third message require faith?
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rv is in reserve, that fadeth not away. DBlessed
be God for his unspeakable gift !

To what does it require obedienee? What is in re-
serve for the faithful? Do you not desire it?

CORRECTIONS,.

Lesson xxi, 2d paragraph, say worship instead of ** wor-
shipers.”
Iesson xxiv, 2d question, say *‘call’” instead of “say

)
Lesson xxxiii—questions. Say “ Who'' instead of

“ What'’ was to appear at their close?












