Leaderslﬂp.

TexT : One is your l!uter even Christ, and all ye are
brethren. MAazT. 23 : 8.

Jesus addressed these \\orda to the twelve, in the
hearing of the multitude. And while they werea
rebuke to the scribes and Pharisees, they were also
designed to impress the disciples with the great
truth, that should be felt in all coming tims, that
Christ is the only head of the church.

The prophetic eys of the Son of God could look
forward to the close of the Chiristiun age, and take
in at a glance the exrrors and dangers of the church.
Aund we may look back over Ler sad history and see
that strict adherancé to the principle set forth in
the text has been important to the purity of the
church, while departure from it has marked the
progress of different forms of corrupted Christinn-
ity. The most prominent among these is the Ro.
man church, which has set one man over the chuarch
whose claims to infallibility are sustained by that
corrupt body.

In the discussion of the subject of leadership, we
propose to bring out evidence from the words of
Clirist, and from the teaching and practices of the
early Apostles, that Christ is the ouly authorized
leader of his people. At the very commencement,
in laying the foundation of the Christian church,
as Jesus was walking by the sea of Gallilee he saw
“‘two brethren, Simon called Peter, and Andrew
his brother, casting u net into the sea; for they were
fishers. And he said unto them, Follow me, and I
will make you fishers of men.’’ Matt. 4:18, 19,
And as Jesus passed forth from thence, be saw a
msn, named Matthew, sitting at the receipt of cus-
tom;and Le suith unto him, Follow me.'" Chap.
9:9. *‘And after these things he went forth, abd



saw a pnblican, numed Levi, sitticg at the receipt
of eustom; and hLe ssid unto him, Follow me."”
Luke 5 :27. ‘‘Then answered Peter and said unto
him, Behold, we have forsaken all, and followed
thee; what shall we have therefore ? And Jesus
asid unto them, Verily I say uoto you, That ye
which have followed me, in the regeneration when
the Son of man shall sit in the throne of his glory,
ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the
twelve tribes of Isrnel.”” Matt. 19 :27, 28.

Was Moses the visible leader of the Jewish
ohurch ? Christ is the leader of the Christian
church. Moses speaks of Christ in these words,
*The Lord thy God will raise up unto thee a Pro-
phet from the midst of thee, of thy brethren, like
unto me; unto him ye shall hearken.'” Deut. 18 :
15. And Peter in preaching Christ to the people
on the occasion of healing the Inme man at the gate
of the temple, endorses the words of Moses thus :
“Fcr Moses truly said unto the fa*hers, a prophet
shall the Lord your God raise up unto you of your
brethren, like unto me; him shall ye hear in all
things whatsoever he shall sny nnto you."” Acts.
3:22.

The transfiguration was designed, not only to il-
lustrate the future kingdom of glory after the resur-
rection and change to immortality, but to impress
she church with the glory of Christ as her head and
leader. No part of that grand scene could be more
impressive than the bright cloud that overshadowed
them, and the ‘‘voice out of the cloud, which said,
This is my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased.
Hear ye him.'" Matt. 17 :5.

And at no time during his public ministry does
Christ intimate that auy one of his disciples should
be designsted as their leader. He does say, how-
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ever, that ‘‘he that is greatest among you shall be
your servant.’”” Matt. 23 :11. And on the occa-
sion of submitting the grest commission to his first
ministers, to be perpetuated in the Christian minis-
try to the close of the age, Christ gives the pledge
that ever has been and ever will be the supporting
staff of every true minister, ‘‘Lo. I am with you al-
way, even to the end of the world.”” Matt.28 :20.

Christ's ministers have ever had a world-wide
message. *‘Go ye therefore and teach all nations."’
And wherever their foot prints may be seen upon
the mountains, or in the valleys, theré Christ has
been by the ministration of his holy angels, and
the teachings of the Holy Ghost. “I am with you"
is the soul-inspiring promise to every true minis-
ter, Christ proposes to lead Lis servants, and it jg

their privilege to approach the throue of grace, and
receive from their sovercign Leader fresh rations,
and orders direct from headquarters. _
And there is no intimation thut the Apostles of
Chirist designated one of their number nbove nnoth-
er ay their leader. Paul would have the Corinthians
follow him only as he followed Christ. He says,
“Be ye followers of me, even ns Ialso am of Christ.
Now I praise you, brethren, that ye remember me
in sl things, and kevp the ordinnuces asI delivered
them to you.'' 1 Cor. 11 :12. Paul, so fnr from
clniming to be the head of the chuvch st Coriuth, and
seculing their obedience, xympathy, and benevo-
lence on this ground, would shuke them off from
seeking to be directed by him. He exalts Christ as
their leader in the first sentence of the very next
verse. ‘‘But I would have you know, that the bead
of every man is Christ.” Thunk Heaven, the
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Cliristinn church has no use for the pope.

The Apostle compares two faithful leaders in his
epistle to the Hebrews. One was a servant in the
Jewishi.church ; the other is a Son over the Chris-
tinn church. Who are these two leaders ¥ Are
they Moses and Peter ? or Mases and Paul 7 or
Moses and Luther ? or Moses and Wesley ? or.
Moses and Miller ? We need not say that they are
Mosen and Christ. As a servant in the Jewish
church, Moses wns their visible lender. As & Son
over his own church, Christ is an invisible leader.
Moses lead the Hebrews in the wilderness, not by
his own wisdom, however superior, but by direct
communications from Christ, who was the an-
gel that was with Moses in the church in the will
derness. Acts. 7 :37, 38. And Christ leads the
Cliristian ohurch tbrough the ministration of angels,
attended by the Holy Spirit, in harmony with the
written word.

Chirist’s ministers are shepherds of the fiock, and
leaders of the people in a subordinate sense. Peter
exhorts the nnder shepherds in these words, “Feed
the fiock of God which is among you, taking the
oversight thereof, not by constraint, but willingly;
not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind; neither as
being lords over God'’s heritage, but being ensam-’
ples to the flock. And when the chief Shepherd
shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that
fadeth not away.”’ '

The Apostle not only shows the relation which
ministers sustain to the flock in the foregoing, but
Lie also plainly stetes in the following, the relation
which they sustain to one another. Mutoal sub-
mission is demanded of all in the spirit of humili-
ty, in'all their labors and councils, while age and
experience are regarded as worthy of especial re-
spect by the younger. Peter ocontinues : *‘ Like-
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wise, ye younger, submit.yourselves unto the elder.
Yea, allof you be snbject one to another, aud be
clothed with humility; for God resiststh the proud,
and giveth grace to the humble. Haomble your-
gelves therefore under the mighty hand of God,
that he may exalt you in due time."’

Paul enjoins obedience and submission in his
epistle to the Hebrews, But he does not require
this in particular for himself, or for any other omne
who may be regarded as the chosen leader of the
church. He pleads in behalf of all faithful minis-
ters in these words : ‘“Remember them which have
the rule over you ; Who have spoken unto you the
word of God, whose fuith follow, considering the
end [object or snbject] of their conversation, Jesus
Christ, the same yesterday, and to-dsy, and forev-
ever.”” Chsp. 13:7. Again he says in verse 17 of
the same chapter. *‘Obey them that have the rule
over yon, and submit yourselves; for they wutch for
your sonls, as they that maust give account, that
they may do it with joy, and not wilh grief ; for
that is anprofitable for you."”

The apostle exalts Christ as the great heud of
the church, and the only one to whom she should
look for leadership, in Hebrews, 12 :1, 2. He
would huave the church benefitted by the experi-
ences of the heroes of faith, mentioned in the
eleveuth chapter, called in the flrst verse of the
twelfth n cloud of witnesses., But he faithfully
gunrds the church against looking back to them
with a spirit of idolatry, or accepting any man as
their leader, or pattern of the Christian life, in these
three words: ‘‘Look unto Jesus.'”" Paul says:
*« Whercfore, seeing we also are compassed about
with so great a clond of witnesses, let us lay aside
every weight and the sin which doth so easily beset
us, and lét us run with patience the race that is set
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before wus, looking unto Jesus the author and
finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set
before hiwa endured the cross, despising the shame,
and is set down at the right hand of the throne of
God."'

All true ministers are Clhrist's embassadors. ™
‘““ Now then we are ambassadors [ embassadors] for
Christ, as though God did beseech you by us, we
pray yomn in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to
God’* 2 Cor. 6:20. In their ministry they are to
represent the doctrine of Christ, and the interests
of his cause in this world. They surrender their
own judgment and willto Him who has sent them,
No man can be Christ’s embuassador until he has
made 6 complete surrender of his right to private
Jjudgment to Chirist. Neither can any man prop-
erly represent  Christ  who  wuvrenders  his
jundgment to his fcllow man.

The foregoing expresses our solemn counvictions
velative to the lendership of Christ, and the rela-
tion which lhis winisters sustain to their groat
Leader, to one nuother, and to the church. But
too many have left the great question of lendership
hiere, with the truth expressed only in part. They
have passed over the tenchings of Chlrist and his
apostles, relative to discipline, and the proper
means of securing unity in the ministry and in the
church, and do not let them have their proper
qualifying benving upon the subject. This has
opened a wide door for men to entor 1he ministry
who had not submitted their judgment nnd will to
Christ as their lender, while at the same time they
tuke the broadest ground, and exercise the
grentest freedom relative to the rxight of
private judgment. Creed power Lns been

*An embassador t& ‘s minister of 1he highest rank, ew-
ployed LY one rrluco or Btate at the Court of anoiler, to
wanage the public concerns of his own prince or Stats, saud

Npu.enung the power and dJdiganlty of his sovercigu.—
Websler
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-called to the rescue in vain. It has been traly said
that *“ The American people are a nation of lords."’
In a lund of boasted freedom of thought and of
conscience, like ours, church force cannot produce
unity; but has caused divisions, and has given rise
to religions sects and parties almost innumerable.
And there are not a few professing Christians,

-some of them very good peisons, who reject church
organization on account of the use that has been
made of creed and church power. Some of these,
however, in their mistaken zeal, in the advocacy of
religions freedom, are disposed to trample on the
rights of others, and nse their boasted **liberty
for a cloak of malicionsness.'’

(To be Continued.)
~ -

-

Last week, we gave proof from the New
Testament that Christ was the leader of his
people. We also showed the relation which
true ministers sustain to their Head, to one
another, and to the church. The position
taken was that, as Christ’s embassador, speak-
ing in Christ’s stead, the true minister must
surrender hig will and judgment to Christ,
angd that he cannot, consistently with his high
position and holy calling, yield these to any
other but Christ. “ One is your Master even
Christ, and all ye are brethren,” is a declara-
tion too plain to be misunderstood.

But the subject must not be left here, with
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the truth partly expressed. The words of
Christ and his apostles relative to unity and
the ordained means to secure it, and
proper discipline must have a qualifying bear-
ing upon the subject, lest unsanctified men,
who neither submit their will and judgment
to Christ, or to church authority, assume the
gospel ministry, and divide and scatter the
flock of God.

The remedy, however, for this deplorable
evil is found in the proper use of the simple
organization, and church order set forth in
the New Testament Scriptures, and in the
means God has ordained for the unity and
perfection of the church. That God has ap-
pointed officers, and also other means for the
good order, purity, and unity of the church
is abundantly proved by such texts as 1 Cor.
12 :28—-30; Eph. 4:11—13. And no
man can show proof that these have been re-
moved from the church by the authority that
placed them theve, or give any good reasons
why they should bé removed.

But here we wish it distinetly understood
that officers were mnot ordained in the
Christian church to order, or to command the
church, and “ to lord it over God’s heritage.”
In the case of difference of opinion that arose
in some of the primitive churches relative to
circumcision and the keeping of the law of
Moses, recorded in the fifteenth chapter of
Acts, the apostles and elders at Jerusalem

acted as counselors, in a manner to give room
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for the Holy Ghost to act as Judge. The re-
port of that blessed meeting at Jerusalem to
settle a festering ditficulty, commences on this
wise : ““ For it seemed good to the Holy Ghost:
and to us.” And the brethren which were
from among the Gentiles in Antioch, and
Syria and Celicia, ‘ rejoiced for the consola-
tion.” Differences settled in this way fre-
quently seem move than settled, and generally
remain settled ; while those disposed of by
the exercise of mere church authovity are
seldom really settled at all.

But when we say that the embassador for
Christ cannot yield his judgment to any but
Churist, we do not mean that a young minister,
or any one whose ministry has been marked
with serious imperfections, and even grave
mistakes, should exalt his opinion above his
brethren, and twm away his ear from their
entreaties and admonitions, under the plea
that Christ is his leader. And. on the other
hand, the minister who submits his ministry
to a superior, the bishop, the president, or
one in authority in the church, to be sent out
and directed in his ministry, cannot in the
fullest sense, be Christ’'s embassador.
Again we repeat the golden text: “One is
your Master, even Christ, and all ye are
brethren.”

Between the two extremes we find the
grand secret of unity and efticiency in the
ministry and in the church of God. Our at-
tention is called to this in a most solemn ap-

9



peal from the venerable apostle Peter to the
elders of his time. ‘“The elders which are

among you I exhort, who am also an elder
and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, and
also a partaker of the glory that shall be re-
vealed. Feed the flock of God  which is
among you, taking the oversight tkereof, not
by constraint, but willingly ; not for filthy
luere, but of a veady mind. Neither as being
lords over G'od’s heritage, but being ensamples
“to the flock. And when the chief Shepherd
shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory
that fadeth not away.

“Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves
unto the elder. Yea, all of yoix be subject
one to another, and be clothed with humility ;
for God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace
to the humble. Humble yourselves, there-
fove, nnder the mighty hand of God, that he
may exalt yon in due time.” 1 Pet. 35 :
1—-6.

In painful contrast with the foregoing are
those ecclesiastical conferences and assemblies
of our time, where ministers distinguish
themselves by a spirit of strife and debate,
and in the use of language which would be
regarded as ungentlemanly, not to say un-
christian, in all other respectable associa-
tions. ) g

We affirm that there is not a single apolo-
gy in all the book of God for disharmony of
sentiment or spirit in the church of God.
The means are ample to secure the high stan-
dard of unity expressed in these words of
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Paul : “Now I beseech you, brethren, by the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all
speak the same thing, and that there be no
division among you ; but that ye be pexr-
fectly joined together in the same mind and
in the same judgment.” 1 Cor. 1 : 10.

( Continued.)

.

Leadership.

THe positions taken in previous numbers of the
SiaNs upon the snbject of leadership, are—

1. That Christ is the head and leader of his
people. ““‘One itz your Master even Christ,
and all ye are brethren.” Matt. 23:8. “But
I would have you know that the head of every
man 18 Christ.” 1 Cor. 11 : 3.

2. That the simple organization suggested in
the New Testament is not designed, by« any
means, to take the leadership of the chureh ont
of the hands of Christ, to be used as a church
power to press members to subinission and obe-
dience.

3. That we have in the council held with the
apostles and elders at Jerusalem, Acts 15, an ex-
ample of order, authority, humility, subordina-
tion, and also that state of freedom of the will
and conscience that the Holy Ghost could come
in and decide in the case. Hence, the cheering
report of the final adjustiment of the threatening
difficulty opens with these words: ““For it
seerued good to the Holy Ghost, and to us.”
There were apostles and elders in the church
who performed their official duties as wise coun-
selors in a manner to give room for the Ho]v
Ghost to act as judge.
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4. That ample means have been ordained in
the church to establish and maintain the highest
state of perfection and unity expressed in the
New Testament. And,

5. That there is not an apology in all the New
Testament for disharmony of sentiment, or of
spirit, in the church of God.

The high standard of New Testament unity in
the church is expressed in the touching prayer
of Christ for his disciples just before his betray-
al. ‘““Holy Father, keep through thine own
nanie those whom thou hast given me, that they

‘mayv be one, as we are.” John 17 : 11. In these

emphatic words of petition we are cmrried up to
the very throne of Heaven, to the Father and
the Son, for an example of unity.

In the previous chapter, Christ had cited the
disciples forward to the day of pentecost, when
the Spirit of truth, his representative in his ab-
sence, should come npon them to gunide themn
into all trath.  “Howbeit, when he, the Spirit
of truth is come, he will gnide you into all
truth.” Jolhm 16 :13. ““He will show you
things to come.”  But in his prayer for his dis-
ciples, he honors the Word, as the great stan-
dard of genuine sanctification, and of divine
guidance. ““‘Sanctify them throngh thy truth,
thy word is truth.” Chap. 17 : 17.

And this e:amnest prayer of the Som of God
embruces others beside the eleven. In its yemn-
ingsywmpathy for the churchit reaches forward to
wll coming time. ““Neither pray 1T for #hese
alone, but for them also which shall believe on
me through their word ; that they all may be
one, a8 thon, Father, art in me, and 1 in thee,
that they also may be one in us ; that the world

may believe that thon hast sent me.”  Verses
20, 21.
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Here again the omeness of the Father and the
Son is mentioned as the rnle of Christian unity
for all time. And the reason why it should ex-
i1st is given in words which may be repeated
again, and again—f‘That the world may believe
that thou hast sent me.” Had the church come
up to the standard of nmity given in this prayer
of onr Lord; the world would have believed.
Bnt her discord and confusion have been her weak-
| ness, and the greatest cause of infidelity ; while
‘unity might have bheen her strength i bringing
'men to believe on the Lord Jesns Christ.

The apostle takes up the subject right herve
where the prayer of Christ leavesit. ““Now the
God of patience and .consolation grant you to be

Jike-minded one towaud  another according to
Christ Jesus; that ye may with one mind and
one mouth glorify God.” Rowm. 15 :5,6. Panl
“does not lower the standard of unity given by
““Churist Jesus,” in his prayer for the church ;
but in his epistle to the brethren of Rowne, he
holds it np as the only true and safe one. As
the Father and the Son are one, so should the
church be one.

And in his epistle to the brethren at Corinth,
the apostle uses the language of an anxious fath-
er beseeching his dear children in Christ,
to press to the true standard of Christian
unity. ““‘Now I beseech you, brethren, by the
name of omr Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak
the same thing, and that there be no divisions
amonyg you; but that ye be perfectly joined to-
gether in the same mind, and in the same Judg,
ment.” 1 Cor. 1:10.

And in his tender, and yet powerful, appeal to
the brethren at Philippi, the apostle urges by
all that is high and holy, consoling and merciful,
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joyful, and lovely, that they seek the highest
standavd of unity. ““If there be, therefore,
any consolation in  Christ, if any comfort of
love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any bow-
els and mercies, fultill ye my joy, that ye be like-
minded, having the same love, being of one ac-
cord, of one mind. Phil. 2:1, 2. “Finally,”
says Paul, “‘brethren, farewell. Be perfect; be
of good comfort, be of one mind, live in peace,
and the God of love and peace shall be with
youn.” 2 Cor. 13 : 11, 12. And in perfect accord
with this is a nost hearty tinally from the apos-
tle Peter. He says: “Finally, be ye all of one
mind, having compassion one of another, love as
brethren, be pitiful, be courteous.” 1 Pet. 3 : 8.

The history of the last yunoted apostle, viewed
in the light of Christian experience, and Christ-
1an oneness, is truly wonderful, At one time
you see the ardent Peter drawing the sword and
cutting off the ear of the servant of the high
priest. At another time he is denying his Lord,
and even cursing. Jesus pitied his weakness,
and at the last supper said to him, “Siruon, be-
hold, Satan hath desired to have you, that he
may sift you as wheat. But I have prayed for
thee, that thy faith fail not. And when thou
art converted strengthen thy brethren.” Lauke
22 :31, 32.

Peter is now converted. And the compan-
ionghip of the beloved John has had a softening,
refining influence. He is now a true Christian
gentleian. And his exhortation to have “‘com?
passion one of another, love as brethren, be pit-
iful, be courteous,” comes fromn his heart and
pen, all aglow with sanctified arder, with triple
power. If it be said that persons, widely dif-
fering in temperament and taste, cannot by the
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grace of God be brought to a condition of nmity |
of sentiment and spint, we reply, The word of
God, and Peter and John.

(Continwued. )

Leadership.

THE various forms of government existing
in the different religious bodies in our time, is
evidence that church government and discipline
is a subject upon which learned and good men
have differed. In no one chapter, or book, has
Paul, or Peter, or John, or James, or Jude,
written out a system of Christian discipline,
giving the position and duties of the several
callings, gifts and officers. But that there
should be order in the church of God is evident,
not only from the declarations of the apostles,
and the record of their acts gathered from the
New Testament, but from the great facts rela-
tive to system and order, found in the Old Tes-
taiment. God is the same in all ages. And the
freedom of the gospel of Christ does not con-
sist in laxity and confusion.

The epistles of Paul and of Peter distinctly
speak of officers of the church, and of their
duties. The New Testament clearly defines the
relation which Christ sustains to the ministry
and to the church ; and also the proper relation
of the ministry to the church, and to one an-
other. But the system of Christian organiza-
tion is not given as fully in the New Testament,
as the system of Jewish organization was given
in the Old Testament. Having, however, the
benefit of both the record of the system of the
former and the declarations and acts of the
first apostles of the latter, we have all that In-
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finite Wisdom saw necessary for the Christian
church.

The relation which Christ sustains to the
ministry and to the church, is stated in these
texts: ““One is your Master, cven Christ,
and all ye are brethren.” Matt. 23 : 8. ““But
I would have you know that the head of every
man is Christ.” 1 Cor. 11 :3. Christ is the
Great Shepherd of all, while his ministefs are
under shepherds. Peter charges the elders :
‘“ Feed the flock of God which is among you,
taking the oversight thereof, not by, constraint,
but willingly ; not for filthy lucre, but of a
ready mind. Neither as being lords over God’s
heritage, but being ensamples to the flock. And
when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall
receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away.”
1 Pet. 5 : 2-4.

And Paul would impress the church with her
duty to the ministry in these words: ‘“Remember
them which have the rule over you, who have
spoken unto you the word of God.” Heb. 13:7.
““Obey themn that have the rule over you, and sub-
mit yourselves; for they watch for your souls as
they that must give account.” Versel1l7. And
yet it was not the design of God that any sys-
tem of organization should exist in the Christian
church that would take the leadership from
Christ.

Organization was designed to secure unity of
action, and as a protection from imposture. It
was never intended as a scourge to compel obe-
diance, but, rather, for the protection of the
people of God. Christ does not drive his peo-
ple. Hecallsthem. ‘“My sheep hear my voice,
and I know them, and they follow me.” Our
living Head leads the way, and calls his people
'to-follow.
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Human creeds cannot produce unity. Church
force cannot press the church into one body.
This has been tried, and has proved a failure.
Christ never designed that human minds should
be moulded for Heaven by the influence merely
of other human minds. ~““The head of every
man is Christ.” His partis to lead, and to mould,
and to stamp his own image upon the heirs of
eternal glory. Howeverimportant organization
may be for the protection of the church, and to
secure harmony of action, it must not come in
to take the disciple from the hands of the great
Teacher.

Christ designs that his people may be one.
He prays : ““That they all may be one, as thou,
Father art in me, and I in thee, that they also
may be one in us.” John 17 : 21. The or-
dained means for the unity of the church are
ample, and will accomplish the design of Heaven
on all those who walk worthy of Christ, and
humbly cuitivate the spirit of love and unity.
Paul appeals to the church of the Ephesians
upon the subject, and urges unity on the grounds
of the oneness of the Christians hope, faith, bap-
tism, Lord, and God and Father of all. In-
stead of a plurality of spirits, leading many
bodies os Christ to Heaven by different routes.
Paul declares : “‘There is one body and one
spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your
calling.”

We can find no better words to close our re-
marks upon the subject this week, than the tri-
umphant appeal of the great apostle. Hear him,
as he sets forth the disciple’s proper condition
of mind, and the oneness and efficiency of the
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ample means to secure the unity and perfection
of the church of Christ.

““1, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, be-
seech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation
wherewith ye are called. With all lowliness
and meekness, with long suffering, forbearing
one another in love. Endeavoring to keep
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.
there is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye
are called in one hope of your calling. One
Lord, one -faith one baptism. One God and
Father of all, who is, above all and through all
and in you all.” Eph. 6 : 1-6.

The mere definite means ordained in  the
church of God for her perfection and unity,
should by no means be overlooked. Let the
reader bear in mind that these were all given at
the same time, for the same purpose, and all to
cease at the sathe time. Have a part ceased?
all have ceased. Do a portion continue? then
all continue. FPaul speaks of Christ’'s endow-
ment of the church thus: ‘“And he gave some,
apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evan-
gelists; and some, pastors and teachers; for the
perfecting of the saints, for the work of the
ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ;
till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of
the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a per-
fect man, unto the measure of the stature of
the fu!_lness of Christ.” Verses, 11-13.

-

—
Elder James White, Editor and Proprietor.
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