CHRIST TEE ¥ASTER-TEACHER. WE THE URDERTEA
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Christ is the Master-Teacher, and we are the underteachers,-—-

under the discipline of phrist, under the tultion of Christ, re-
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Magter-Teacher., He taught was He was, and He was what Be taught,

Trhat is what gave Him that great power, thal great authority in His
teaching, that amazing resuli upon the people when {hey gave Him the
honor of teaching and speaking as never any man spoke besfore,

¥e, the underteachers, sent by Him to continue His work, may
be one Masters of our profession, as we are exhorted to be, only on

.the same basis of being and living what we teach, Belng under-
teachers to Christ, we teach Christ. ¥We teach Christ effectively
only as we live Christ, Only in that sense can we oarry on the work
He left us to complete,

As Christ was seant by the Father into the world to be the Masater-
Teacher He was, s0 He has sent us into the world to be unddr-teachers
to Bim, to be vessels unto the honor of His pame, vessels EriEXXke
in which the Spirit may dwell and do His work, we to be meet for the
Mzazter's use wherever and however He mizkax sees fit to place us,
we t0 be comstantly prepared, always improving in preparation unto
every good Work.

In the wonéerful prayer of the Master-Teacher in John 17, I
want o notice & few verses this mormning bearing upon this sending
of us, From these shory siudies I think it is ¢lear to us that if
we havs any calling at all to do the work inm which we are engaged,

it is a divine calling; and if a divine calling, then we want to
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verse of John 17, we are told not only how we are sant, and by
whom, but where:
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us into the world, that very world that needs salivation, that very
world that is exhibiting to all the universe the heincusness of sin
in all its variations and manifestations? F¥hat wonderful confi-
dence the Easter;readher imposes in you and me to trust us with euch
& mission as that, in such a place as that?

How verse 19: "And for their sakes I sanctify myself, that
they alsc might be sanctified through the truth,"

¥What is it that is to keep us on this perilous missiont--It is
that constant indwelling of the truth, that constant sanctification,
being set apart, kept apart by the purity of the truth by which we
live and which we endeavor to teach,~-sanctified through the truth.

In the 1l4th verse, lest there might be some misapprshension of
Eis expression that He has sent us intc the world, He says this:
"I have given them thy word,®--for what purposet--First, to liéo
by, to make it thse Man of our counsel, our daily food and drink;
second, that we may minister that word and make it to others what
it has become to us,

"1 have given them thy word.,® It is that word of truth that

is our shield and our buckler, our constant strength and cur effi-

ciency in all that He has sent us to do. "I nhave given thez thy
world
xux®8 and the world hath hated them, because they are not of the

EExizX world, even as I am not of the world,* We are sent into
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the world, but we are not to be of the world while we are in the
world dolng the work He has given ue to do,

The 15th verse is & prayer,--not the one He prayed back there
in Palestine on this memorable occasion, but it is ln the present
tense,~*l pray.® We might render it, "I am prayng.® His attituds
never cnanges, So, as our Mediator, our Interocessor, our Master-
Teacher, this mornlng He is still praying this prazyer: *I pray not
that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that thou
shouldest keep them from the evil,®--the ewl that ig in the‘vorld,-
We are sent into the world, but are not to be of the world,--sent
into an evil world, but kept from the evil #hat is in the world.

I want to Tead a few lines from ®*Education,® page 46; bearing
upon the thought of what the under-teacher ie to be, Speaking of
the founding of the schoole of the prophets, 1t says this:

"From the ea:lieet;times, prophets had been recognized as teach-
ers divinely appointed, 1In the highest senss the prophet was one
who spoke by diredt imzEi in

i il

communicating to the pople
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lled to instruct the people in
the works and ways of God,*
the

Notice the call, &% prophet divinely zppsizisixsxiisi sppointied,
a speclal type of teacher, and others divinely called to instruct
in the word and the ways of God.

what
A little further down the page it says something of, these in-

structors, divinely called, are to be, and were then: *The instruo-
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tors were not only versed in divine truih, 5ut had themselves enjoyed
communion with God, and had received the special endowment of His
Spiri¢. *

Tnere is the spiritual gift, a speclial endowment to teach, To

works
teach what?--0, to teach the mmzd and the ways of Geod.

especially endowed of Ggod to teach His word and His Iays; These few
words set out very clearly, 1t seems to me, the real 1nterpretation
of the prayer of ghrist for us,

You ¥ill notice ip this brief reading three things are men-
tioned. that are $¢ be the special burden and mission of the teacher
to teach: First the word, and second the works, and third the
ways of God, In other places ways 1s expressed as the providences
of God, Wkichever way'we say 1%, it means the same, Those three
w's are set out as the sacred cbjective of the teacher,

You will recall that it ¥as back when Israel was tempted, in
the days of Samuel, that the schools of the prophets were founded,
the first separate case of schools recorded irp hilstory, I think I
am correct in saying, The youpg people then were tempted to go after
the wayvs of the world, They learned the ways of the heathen, and
were attracted away from the word and works and ways of God, It
was {0 bring them back and putv barriers of safety arcund them that
that first school was brought into existence, It is sald of the
nation as a whole, in the time of Samuel, that they had gone so far

in theilr intercourse with the nations about them, and had so imbibed
the spirit of the world that they concelved the 1dea of being ocrgan-



ized as & nation, like the natione around them; and 8c they asked for
& king, Samuel took it to heart seriocuely, and felt that he was
Tejected by the people in his hign and holy otffice; and he went %o
the Lord about it, and the Lord sald to Samusl, Just calm yourself
about that, rThey have not rejected you, they have rejected ¥e,

Those teachers were divinely sppointed tc¢ instruct the people
and lead them away from that desire for a king, and bring them back
to be willinz to be led of God in His own good way.

God would have His people in the world, not of the world, Wnat
& high and holy calling He has placed on you and me, and how carefnl

we should be to safeguard that trust and keep our mission distinock
and clear before our eyes, without any of the elements of the world
in 1%, but teachbing a pure gospel for the pure purpoee for which He
bas called us, or, in otﬁér words, as we are 80 earnestly exhorted,
in come out and be separate from the world as teachers and as |
schools, a8 an organized body, and set before us that on; goal

of teacning the truth and living the truth and bringing the truth

to those who 4o not know it, Surely, the uppermost longing of heart

and soul of every one of us this morning is to be true to that
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THE AIM, SCGCOPE, AKD CQETEHT OoF OMR COLLEGE BIBLE STUDIES -
' H. C. Lacey
July 34, 1918, 10:18

teilectually.

0f course the spliritual eide should be all-pervasive, I thoroughly
bellieve that, It nas been emphasized here at the conference, But
I take it that in connection with the college department of any of
our institutions, the danger ie not so much that the work will not
be epiritual as thatit will not measure up in comparisen with the
other work of the ¢olliege, inteilectually. The real, practical 4if-
ficulty is not the gpiritual side, For instancp, we have all felt
for & number of years that there hae been & lack in the Bible teach-
ing, not on the spiritual slde, but that the work has not measured
vp to the ¢ther studies intellectually, Wnat we want to do is to
strenginen them intellectually, I want to read to you two or three
extracts from "Cnristian Education," pages IRSxi@¥xxxk 104—105.-
I have the 0ld edition, Here in the article entitied xxexkazkzgf
*Fne Bock of Books,® I read the following:

*"Tne study of the Bitle will give strength to the intellect,
Seys the psalmist, 'The entrance of thy words giveth light; it giv-
eth understanding unto the simple,! The question has often been
asked me, !'Should tne Bible become the igportant book in our schools?t

It is =z precious book, a wonderful book, It is & treasury contain-
ing jewels of precious value, It is & history that opens to us the
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past centuries, Without the Bible We gnould have been left to con-
jectures and fables in regard to the occurrences of past ages., 0f all
the books that have flooded the world, he they ever so valuable, the

Bibvle is the Book of books, and is most deserving of the closest

study and atsention, "
It i not 2 pasgive Aaveatinnel =andines that 1a mantidnned 2l .
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tude of the heart towards it which is a receptive one, to listen to
what the Spirit of God may say, for that is presuppmcsed; but when
we come fto the college Bible xiwdiss classes, the character of the
work conducted is to be an active, vigorous, pemstrating study intec
God's truths as revealed in the Bible, under the guidance\of the
spirit of God.

Then on page 106 18 this: "It unfolds a simple and complete
systerm of theclogy and philosophy.*

You notice from that statement that there is a simple, complete
syster of theology and philosophy., I az sure we should miss the
mind of God if we should take the instruction that has come to us
recently and discount vigorous, earnest, penetrating study of the
Bible intellectually. 1 emphasize this because the oiher gide has
teen #c strongly emphasgized,

Farther down I find this: "If the study of the Soriptures is
made a secondary consideration, great loss is sustained.®

So it seems %0 me that the Bible snould take the first place,
and the students snould gixe be given work soc that they will have to
study as hard as they would in the geometry class in seeking %o
sclve geomesrical problemg or in the langusge ¢laes in translating
tne thought from cone tongue intc anotner, or in the science class, oT

env nthar stvdvy tha wa oan mantion.
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*The understanding takes the level of tne things which it be-

comes familiar, 1If all would make the Biflie their study, we should

and showing a greater degree of intelligence, than the most earnest
efforts in studying merely the sciences and histories of the world

mands awsmes e
v you W
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otice the active nature of these words; you know our devotiona
study is a passive study, but there is an active study, where we
Beek and searcn and dig] an advanced mental discipline, and he comes
frer contemplation of divine things with his faculties enriched;
self is humbled, while God and his revealed truth are exalted, It is
Degause men araf:cquainted with the precious Bible histories, that
there ie 80 much lifting up of man, and 80 little honor given to
God, Thbe Bible contains just that guality of food that the Cnristian
needs in order that he may grow strong in spirit and intellect.®

Now, there is no discounting the intellectual benefit that may
te derived frok the study of the Bible, While the college Bible
studies sbould be spiritual, they should EEXEXXEE 40 strong intel:
lectual work, for the Bibie class is not a prayer meeting, or a .
xevival service,~-ani above all, it is not a preaching service, or
ought not to ve, There may be times when it might well be turned
into a revival service, but that should not be the regukar thing,

But let me repeat that last sentence I read, and add another
one to it: "The Bible containsf just that quality of food that the
Cnristian needs in order ithat he may grow strong in spirii and in-

tellect. The searching of all books of philosopny and science cannot
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In my hasty review of some ¢f these sentiimenis, I can across
tois one in "Education,* page 134:

"hs a means of intelleciual training, the Bible is more effec-

tive than any other ook [now here is a peculiar statement], or all

1]

other books ggpp;pggf [Tnat is a tremendous statement, brethren,
Lre we Teady %o accept itv And if we do accept 1v, where shali we

get the exercises wnich will realize this experience? If that is

not ootained in the College Bible classes, ¥here will it be obtained?]
Tne greatness of its themes, the dignified simplicity of its utter- )
ances, the beauty of its imagery, quicken and uplift the thoughts as
K nothing else can, NO other study can impart such mental power as
does the effort to grasp the stupendous truths of revelation. The

mind thus brought in contact with the thoughte of tke Infinite can

not but expand and strengthen.”

t0Tr in developing mental culture when the Bible is studied as it
should be studied, when the spirit is not mereiy one of submission,
of listering to the word, but of enaeavor t¢ dig beneath the sur-
face and bring to the surface the hidden wealth whiocn is there.

¥. E., HOWELL: Don't you tnink that our lack along tne line
you are emphasizing at this point tends to drive us toward other
kinds of-mental == pursuits for mental development rather than
depending more upon this?

H. C. LACEY: Yes, I think that if the classes are not conducted
wish tals tnougnt in mind, tc strengtaen the studente invtellectually
as well as spiritusily, the astudents will get their trainidc else-
wherg, or if they do come, it will be because they have to,

%. E, HOWELL: ©Possibly the miudEpizxhzysxkzxznixmxiext 3ldle

teachers have been made to feel that the student gets hls mental
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training in cother departments,

H., C, LACEY: I think we ought t0 make it the strongest depars-
ment, intellectually., ‘he emphasis has been so much upon the other
that I want to emphasize thls, I am sure that a cold, intellectusal
study of the Bible is an absoluie mistake; tut I axn equally con-
vinced that a warm, spiritual skimming over thé surface of the Bible

is not sufficient, The desideratum is a splrit-filied, deep, search-
ing study of the Bible, combining both.

The spiritual element should be all-pervasive in our Bible
study, I do not want to omit that, I think our Bidble classes ought
10 Open with prayer, and ought tc continue in 2z spirit of praysr
and of dependence on the leading of the Spirit of God. )

Then I think we ought to be careful not to displace the spirit
of active, penetrating study, or what Siater White calls "digging,™
by that of a passiw, devotional attitude.

I feel impelled to give you a little instance. In a school
with which I became connected, I had a rather hard time the first
ysar because a large number of Questions were thrown upon me, We
had a good time in many ways, but when thess questions were thrown
onto me, I, in my simplicity, facéd them all and answsred them, not
trying to hide anything, There was no bluffing. I cannot bluff,

I hate it and hate to see it in othners. I had this confidence in
the third angel's message, that it is capable of meeting anylhing
and everything, not in the spirit of bravado, but that this is the
truth, I believe the Bitle is the word of God, and I believe this
messaze is the final message to our world at this time, It is
gsound, and I 40 not think there is any feature of 1t that needs to
hide itself and be afraid to come cut in the 1ight, That is my

heart attitude to it all the while, §Somewhere I read this, that we
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ought to study with the telesccpe and the missxzaszzgs microscope
everything everywhere. It is all open to the Christian who will

study on his knees with the open Bible, :‘:f‘{ - R
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That 1is my fealing in the matter‘ that the Sn&*it should be one
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of dependencs on uod, on his :siixnle knees with the Bible before
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told us, I bad been, in a mezsure, connectied with some of these
things,“and I knew certain things, But I have not lost confidence.
in the Testimonies, While I beliéve them, I cannot taks the atti-
tude that some take who do not know the facts. Perhaps it was unwise
for me to make some 0f those statements, but they had never been
bidden in the community where I had just come from,

About three years afierwards one of our trethren, who 1s now
president of cne of our collsges, came to me and sald, ‘Brother
Lacey, I bave thought cften of telling you thle. It is due to you
under the Lord, that I am still in the truth, Do you remem ber the
guestions I used to fire at you in the college in Daniel and the
Revelation class? " )

1t sald I remembered them very well, He was rather critical.

*"¥ell,® he said, “the year previous I was puzzled over a great
many ¢f thess things, and in the Bible c¢lass I used to ask similar
questions, We loved our tsaghsr, but this was his attitude, In-

stead of answering, he would say, %Fe are getting into deep water,
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Let us pray.' So they would get down and consume the rest of the
time in & prayer-mseting. You may think I am an infidel," he said,
*but that thing hardsned me. It occurred a mmber of times, But
¥hsn you came, you showed a different spirit,--that of 'Come dn in,
boys, the water ig fine '*®

I am not saying this to make any contrast, but to suggest this
point, that I 4o not think we ought to try to kide things, We cught
to face things., We may have to change our attitude toward some
points, as I am sure soms of you will do about the verbal inspira-
tion of the Testimonles, if you will open your eyes and see wWhat are
the facts with reference to the edse, I think we cught to face truth
rather than to0 try to hide 1t, and especially ¢o hide under an appear
ance of spirituality, That did not help that boy, But the next
year, despite all the heartaches we had over the new things tha t
appearsd, that boy waé estaplished in the truth, and he is one of
our strongest workers.

¥y peint is tp&s: I do think we ocught to be careful not to
displacs the spirit of aoctive, penstrating study and inquiry, not

to try to cover 1t up and orowd it out by that of a passive spir-
ituality or devotion, I do not think the Oollege Bible class ought

to be

o

&% things.d There might be cases where the class could profisbly
in

to a testimony meeting or a prayer meetlng, I would not
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study,

Here is fthe second point I would like to make before we study
the scope and content directly, The Bible teacher, 1t seems to me,

should be the most thoroughly gualified, the most highly educated
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a good man and a good preacher and a good field man,--ihile;t§§x al}f
ought to come into it,~--the college Bible teacher should benge mostk
highly qualified man on the Faculty. He shounid be a thoroughly
experienced man, He should be a student, with the splrif cf a stu-
dent, and he should be a student of the word of God in the original
tongues, I expect a good many will oppose me in that, tat tﬂia

1z the way I feel about 1t. I did not say a master of the original
tongues, but a student of them, If the Spirit of God has seen fit

v0 give us the Scriptures in those sacred tongues, then we are going

contrary to His providences when we absolutely ignore them, and

refuse to take the tim e and expend the effort necessary to get dowm

B

to the embodiment of the thought of God as E

o

originally gave 1it.
It looks t0 me something like this: The Biile says we are
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ambassador, entrustied with such a message, having in his hands only
a transglation of this document from the United States in Chinese,
translated by others, and never taking the trouble himself %o find
out what the government over here really said? Wouldn't you say he
was not true to his name? The providence of God has seen fit to
give ue His thoughts in Hebrew and Greek, and you and I want to find
out why, and the Bible teacher ought to, As he leads his students
into a mutual study of the word of God, He should be able to tell
them what the thoughts of God &re_iézifiéi original purity. I cannot

get away from this, I woander how-@p&*feels when any dlsparagement

ig cast{ upon the study of L His thoughts as Ee origlnally gave them.
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I think he should not only be a syumpathetic student of tng
thoughts of God as they were originally enunciated in the Scriptures,
but he should be an open-minded student of history and scieng¢s, 1In
*Christ's Object Lessons,” pages 125 and 126, this atatement is made:
*The great storehouse of truth 1s the word of God,"--What is meant
by that? There is a dash, and then occurs this sentence: "The writ-
ten word, the book of nature, and the book of experience in God's
' dealing with human 1ife.® The Bible is omly one-third of the word of
God: The great storehouse of truth ie the word of God, first the
written word, then the book of nature, then the book of experlences,
--whati we c¢all his wofd, then hies works, then his ways, as somecne

expressed it yesterday.

B

the student of the Bible effectually study the Bible who

i1l

e

arlant aniansna and na

egleot history? I hold tha
I tnink the Bible teacher in our colleges should be a man who knows
something about sclience and something about history, He should be
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bis sympathy should be that way. He should be an open-minded, can-

did student of the Bible, getting all the light he can from science

and history, and realizing that he is teaching only one-third of

the word of God. A narrow-minded man wnc will confine himself to the
written word will be an ineffective college Bible teacher,

I think, further, that ke ought to be a skillful master in the
use of the English tongue. This is one of the things that we should
not neglect, for when our students go out they must know how tc ex-
press their thoughts. _

Now let us come to the point directl;; What is the aim of the
college Bible studies? I would like to put down as primary this:

'It ie to know God as our Father and His Son Jesus Christ as ouqup;gg
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personal Savidur, Trat is the fundamental, all-pervasive purpose of
all cur Bible study, I simply do not exmphagize that here, for we
alli recognize it and hold it always there.

Second, to become intelligently familiar with the great truths
of revelation that reveal Him, I trhink that is the aim, I think
we ought to study all the--I am going to use that discredited word—-
all the Doetrinmes of the Bivle.

I think we ought to start here what we will continue all through
eternity, perhaps in a different way. We shall study the thoughts
of God. The classes of the hereafter will not be revival classes,
will they? It w#ill be an earnest, penetrating study imms intc the
essentiale of the plan of salvation, and the works of God, and the
main thing will not be revival, I do not thirnk it is now,--perhaps
not
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There are numerous doctrines or truths to bs studied., I think
the great purpose 1s that we should become intdligengly familiar
with them . I want to use an illustration which I think will helrp
us to get this whole thing before us, Take the study of astronomy,
The great purpose of that lis to get familiar with the stars; but we
have To use & means by wnich we can do that, and we use the tele-
scope, Now, brethren, a dear old man from the farm can get behind
the eye-plece of the telescops and look up at the moon or Sirius,
and i1 hils eyeslight 1s 28 good, he Wwill see EXIXXREIXBERXEEXBENFEX
just the same shades of light that the advanced astronomer gees,
putv does he see as much? [VOICES: He!l What I want to say is
this: That is just a passive experience, The lignt comes dosn

from Siriue into the eye of the uneducated man as well as into the

eve of the educated man, and they both get the same impressions; but



tnat the uneducaved man sees, but much more, because he has studied

whichk we are to see God, and you ocan put this Bible in the hands of

any one, an uneducated person, and if he will look through it he
can see God just as muech as the most highly trained Bible student or
teacher can see bRlm In one sense, as a passive reclplient of light -
and truth; but does he see as much?--Ko! Tne one is trained 1ln Bible
study, and kno¥e how to use the Bible, and sees mucn more in the

game words,

¥y point is that the college Bible class showld 1245, 1de that in~

A /:,,a.'m-w H e Lot 8,
tellectual tralning which is analogous to the aséronomar weo 1ooks
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through the telescope and the spectroscope. where anall we get that
intellectual training? I locked for this sentence in the spirit

of prophecy, but could not find it. 1In one of these books Sleter
¥hite says that God 1s best gemxkifisixik glorified by those who serve
kim intelligently. Isn't He much more gleorified by the Christian
astronomer who lookssthrough the telescope and the spsctroscope than
by the unintelligent Christian?

Now as toc the scope and content of these: I have jotted down
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fact, almost any of these supjects could be put last,
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I think this Advanced Bible Dootrines class should be & sirong,

c¢ritical, thorough study of the fundamentzl doctrines and truthsg of

the Blltle, I tnink it would be well to begin with studying the

nrincinleg of Ribila stndy T have alwave donse that Wa wanlad am-
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the heart the trutias. I

Al i

Second, I thick the gpost imporiant topic of Bible study should
be the inspiration of the Bible, Tnis is God's peculiar word to
us, I find there is a very peculiar, hazy conception in the minds
of our students on this question. You will find not only that the
students will be helped by this, but they will be mightily inteTw
ested in 1t. The word of God is different from anything else, It
is different from the Testimonies, It is verbally inspired, and the
Testimonies are not, and do not olaim to be, but the Bible does.

Next, such truthe as the Godhead. We have been studying that
here as teachers and ministers, and yet it is a truth revealed in
the Bible, one 5f the things we are searching, and shall search ail
through eternity,

Trhen the divinity of Cnriet, and the persconality of the Holy
Ghost,=-1 think these should be includea in the 5COpPe 0! of guch & ,
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study. The sanctuary question and the spirit of ﬁrophecy shgﬁla beffﬂmuf
considered, and we should fearlessly face objections which students T
fzrx from thelr experience in the field have met in thdr work, and

try to answer them, and bumbly recognize the fact that gquite often

toere is more lignt along that line.

Tne next class would be Daniel and Revelation, I know some
give both Daniel and Revelation and Advanced Bible Doctrines in the
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same year; but it seems to me thal is endeavoring to cover too much.
Advanced Bible Dootrines is one full year, and D&niel and - ‘Revelaticn
is another full year in Union College. Our present truth is largely
based on those two books, Daniel and the Revelation, and we ought to
have a real critical, penetrating, spiritual study of those books
verse by verse, I believe all that has been said here about the
necessity of our getting that great maln line ogf:stablishing of the
kingdom of God, but that cught not to prevent a thofough study of
ea & detall as presented in those books, If the Lord has given us

those books, we ought %o examine them carefully.

¥hat shall we do when we are face to face with different views

in Daniel and Revelation? Students kmow some of these things, They

are not virgin wiands, that have mo idea about these questions; if

they were, we could be dogmatic, as in teaching in a tent, But
A
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ent denominational position, Danlel 11 is thé biggest thing among
us at the present time, and I should say, teach them the old view,
which is the ome the majority of our pecople believe; but if you feel
that there 1s & sufficient demand for the new view, I would give
them that, in a private way, The first year I did a littie fiffer-
ent from that, I told them the old view, and then spent & week on
the new one, and I think they saw light in the new one, After a
year or sc bad gome by I found there was trouble out in the field.
So the next year I took tnem through the old view, and I man- L
aged 1% so that we reached the end of the first semester at.the <
‘5£;£;;§ii¥£e book of Daniel, and we began Revelation with the next
ssmester, not touching the new view at all, But §l§?r‘§pderwqod

came $o0 me, and he said the students wanted the othes-view, I fin-

ally said to the older students, You have get your money's worth,
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and 1if you want to take this spescial work, I am going to charge you
for it, I thought that would cut half of them out, but they wanted
that new view.

¥hat ghould be our attitude toward it? I would take the denomi-
national view, and present it, and hold the cther in abeyznce; and
if tpnere are advanced students whopoould be trusted, who would say
if they mentioned it, This is what some are thinking is the meaning
of Daniel 11, but it has not¢ béen‘dscidsd yet, I would give it to
them. .

As to the method of teaching Daniel and Revelatlion, it seems to
me that under the pressnt circumstances, the only method is the
lecture method, That is that the teacher must give the results of
hie study, at the same time requiring some original research and a
thesis, and the regular examinations, But necessarily we are going
beyond what is said in iThoughts on Daniel and the Revelation.," It
is a college study, and they have had that in the twelfth grads.

The next line of study is the epistles, or major and minor
prophets, It seems to me the epistles should be studied, xE¥ They
are letters written by the Spirit of God to the chur des, and they

comes let and 34 Thessalonians; {then a gap of
Galatlans, Romans, and Cerinthians; another gap of about five years,
and then Philippians, Ephesians, ColYossians and Philemon; a gap of
about five years, and then Timothy and Titﬁs} and coming about that
time, Japes and Hebrews, and thégféd and 3d John, Peter end James are

& little indeterminate. There are 31 epistles to be studied, and it
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seems to me they ought to be taken in their chromological order/first,
Ther® 1ls a beautiful unfolding of truth when we do that, Then I
think we ought to study the historical background very carefully

from Sister White's books and others. You know some of the men Who
bave immersed tnemselves in the collateral history ¢f thoee times,
and what light they can give us., Then & study of the episties them
selves in an effort to get the distinciive theme of éach,

I think good outlines ought to be developed; and there is ex-
cellent mental training in the effort to get symmetrical and artistic
outlines, It is very easy to read the epistles through and mt-a
th&&ém;ut here and there, but one shodd try to gst a good grasp of
the whole thing, by reading it through and through and through many
times, and then getting & ccomprehensive, symmetrical outline, The
word of God is worthy of our best intellectusl effort.

When Mattihew was giving us the gensalogy of Christ, he sald
there were fourteen generations from Abraham to David, fourteen
generations from Bavid to the carrying away into Babylon, and four-
teen gensrations from that time to Christ. But he was very careful
how he stated it: ™"All the generaiions from Abranam to David are
fourteen," and that is absolutely true; ®*and from David until the
carrying away intc Babylon are fourteen generatiocns, ¥ but he left out
three; "and from the carrying away inte Babylon unto Christ are
fourteen generations,® but there he overlapped. If he could 4o that,
ther you and I can take an outline and beautify and adorn it so that

men can take it and hold it.
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the word bad Paul's impress upon it. When I sit down to the piano
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81t down to the organ and play'The Messiah," you wlll hear the

crgan, yet ithe iznsplring power is there in both organ and piano.

Tne buman pute its impress upon the divine, If ¥atthew could do that,
I can Go it, speaking humbly, We can present outlines which are

helpful and symmetrical and beautiful,
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eve in committing a good al to memory, LOAZ ago every

emOry, LONg ago every-

Fio

[
ued

4

things to memory, but now we have gonme 0 the other
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bedy comm
éxtrems, and you can scarcely find anyone who can quote a text
correctly. Meny bave lost the ability to commit kkixgpexim fexte to
mewoOTy,

Major and minor prop hets should, I believe, follow in much the
same way, @Get the historical background, study each message, and then
pick out the eternal principles that apply to our own day.

In neither of these atudies have we text-books that we would

feel like using, Have.the students do lndependent research work
in & good library.

Tnere is one other line which appeals very greatly t0 me, and
that is the study of the Testimonies and wisdom literature of the
Bivle, I bave given a special course in the study of the Testimonies,
takéng the order of events in the rise of the great controversy at
the beginning of this world!s history, and then the order of eventis
from 1844 on, taking "Early ®ritings® and "Great Controversy® as tie
basie, abd bringing the Bible in to support those statements. I
hgve found the very deepest interest on fthe part of our pecple in
those studiles, There is a semesterts work in this.

Tnat is followed by the wisdop literatu

Take

Ve AswaT g
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Job, for instance. That is a marvelous argument on the problem of
palin, and the last word is said that human reasoning can offer, and
there is a dramatic closing. A dollege class ought to get some of

beginning of the
that, Brother Daniells said here at the, Conference that the Bible

study ought t0 be made fascinating,~-He did not say spirltusl,--it

ougnt to be made fascinating, so that our students .would feel 1like

ng iigh ng 1 alon
line.

The Psalms should be taken the same way, arranged chronclogic~
ally. We begin with the first Psalm, but David didn't write that,

you know, He wrote 74 of them, Take David's first Psalm, when he

killed Goliath, the 9th Psalm, There is real intellectual food in

rs, ané also in the Proverbs. e i
Then take Ecclesiastes, the great book onythe hlghest good,

That is & finished discussion on the great endhof life, What is

the one thing that I shall do here under the sun? Solomon tells us

that he had tried sverything. He tried physicai Pleasures, he tried

intellectual pleasures; but he says,ika *Hear the ccnclusion of the

¥hole matter: Fear God, and keep .his commandments: for this is the

vhole Amtzxsfxpaxy of man.® Qur translators have supplied the word

duty there, and spoiled the whole thing, He says these other things

de not satisfy; "Fear God, and keep his commandments, and that is

$he rounded whole of man,®

Then take the 'Song of songs, * the same way, That is a fasci-
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nzting love story. I do not tnini those ought t0 be left out of a
college course in Bible.

Finally we have the ancestry of the Bible, Three monthe is not
necessary for that,

Tnen there are some histcrical books of the Blble that have not

-
T e
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been touched, The reading and outlining of these makes a most valualle
study.

In such a gourse the wnole Bible is covered,

Jo N, AKDERSOn: I think the four gospels, dealing with the 1ife
of Cuarist, should have as prominent a place as the epistles,

BE. 8. LACEY: Yee, that is excellent.

%, E, HOWELL: I want tc second this last suggestion, I have
felt the last two or three years parsicularly that we should have
a Ccollege course on the teachings of Jesus, We leave those away
do¥n in the niath grade, and there it is much interwoven with the

8t0ory of His life, the succession of events, and all that. The

study of the teachings

it

themselvesg must be

'E

ore or less

uay
in an elementary class of students, % take our students through
t &

and graduate them without any further deep study of the teachings
£ Tasnio awarnAd hinh acaandtdiatleoe fha winala B4 hla +nrvns T warl A
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rather see almost any one of these latter subjects left out if that

is necessary, than to have thisg left ous,
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