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gift, it must ve bessawad for spiritual puzpeaea, to do & spiritual

E work angd to ge'l: spi.rz.tua.l reatni?ekxm tbe work that the sea.cher _
does. We mtioed in that cam:eetion that the idea. of tmhing 3.e ‘

? very prominent all thxough the reoord o.f the 1ife and work of Jeme
and of the apostles, It is mantioned third in the three major g&ftﬂ‘
of ths Spifit, if we might ®o cail. then,—the greater gifts, the
grea.tez g:aeegnbssﬁawed especially on the baliever, VYnerever the
0Tk of Jesue s desoribed in the record, teaching alvays, I think
without exception, heads éhe liet When any other "sei_& :‘u.me préaa’&iag' .'
or heal:.ng is used with 1%, And teaching 'iaaxmq& far mre often. m
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out the gospsls, fe is gdeeignated al&ost without exceptlon by tér@?f“"
jbia.t mean Leacher, o2 essentially so, through thg words 'ﬁaﬁatsr,,.' |
®rabbl," "eachsr,® e$s.

In the record of the a_poatleé, tlio were under his immediate m-
stzuction, and who were ms— immediats guccessors by divine appoint~
ment, we find the same element of teaching looming very large, ‘:c:sed
alsc to desoribe thelr work as a single term ¢r im comneoction with
the word *preach.*

8o % would seem %o be justified in concluding that the gift of

teaoning ia indispensable tc make effeotive audh other g 5 that—
of preaching and of apoetleship and the work of & prophet., Ve found

‘that, Paul, in spsaking of kimself, &t lsast Iwo different timee men-
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tions himagslf as a preacher and an apestle anﬁ a teacher, Ko apostis
¢an do bls work most successfully without the ability to teach, The
work of ths prophet rsally funotions most practically and sffectively
¥hen ths prophet is a tsacher, What a wonderful teagher was she

%20 was lnvested with the spirit of propbecy fcr this people! A& you
read ber writings, how strongi# the elemsnt of teaching appears in
ail that writing, and what a wonderful modal those writings are to

the teacher!

No®, the gift of teaching, I take it, is bestowed upcn ue for
ug to do what we will, like every other gift, llke the gospel itself,
You are aware, I think, that the word gifts, used in 1 Corinthians
12, ie not the ordinary word gift., It ie an impartation of grace,
Thoss major gifts are X ocalled ,Aac it is an impartation

¢ grace to the believer, the abiliity to teach, and so if that gify
iz %o be made effsctive in the personal 1life, i¢ must bs through the
constant lmpartation and drawing upon of what gualitytr If it is a
gift of grace, how can it be mada effective? oOnly by the grace of
Ged, can it be kept alive and realiy be made to functicn as ths
Giver intended it to funetion, I take it that the bestowal of thie
2ift upon you and me doss not end the matter, it is only the begin-
‘ning, ¥e <an take the ability God gives us tc teach and use it to
Bie glory and honor, or use it to HMis dishonor, That is why the
teacher is spoken of as being a vessel unic homor, I take that to
mean the teaodher who has the gift of teaching,--he can use that 8o
tnagfxz bgoomes a vessel of honor, SEXXREIREEFIEBSXIEEXXIDIZERLXIXIEmE-

thrmlxl%x
Fow let us notice 3 Timothy 3:84, The general thougi this morn-

ing ie that of aptness or fitness to teach, the thought belng that
the mere faot that one has recelvad the spiritual gift of teaching

doee not fully prepare him to exercise that gift, Now let us read
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3 Bim, 8:84; *And the servant of the Lord pust not strive; but be
gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient, in meekness instructizg
those that coppose themselvese,"

Aptnees to teach is ore of the basic quslifications for %the ser-

vant »
rant o

h
o

ne

that i1 may include preacning and work other thar spsdifically
teaching, TWhat i1e the firet quality merntioned in the servant who is
apt Yo teach?=-that he must not etrive, You are well aware that
strive 18 ueed in two semses in Englésh, & gocd sense and & bad
sense, We are exhorted to strive to enter intc the straight gats,
and to strive for many gecod things, 1Its meaning is better brought
cut in the use of the zmoun in the 334 verse, Brother Field, will
you read the 33d verse?t

*But fooclish and unlearned questions avoid, knowing that they
do gendex strifee,v

The very same Word that iz tranelated in the verd form in the

next vsras,

T+ avhar®t+a nae +than +a asvniAd
- W - - TP i - W W W

E.C.LACEY: Tnat word mache meane personal battle,

W.E.,HOWELL: Ysge, vbank yu for the esuggestion. How as tc the
avoidance ¢f foollsh questions: Dose the teacher ever have ootasicn
to do that tning? Question there does not mean alorne the asking of
a Question, elther, Isxhuxxiksxxuidex It les that wider woxd,
which may mean a discussior or a dispute, It includes, of course,

& queetion, or seeking for information., How often the teachex is
faced with that sort of thirg in hie publlio work and in the school

room,~-that is, untutored queetions, questione that do not come Irom

a right motive or that come from unfortunate conditions, The teacher

don memad d s s Y o o, Stk T i o st Pm Em e mesad A o0t maa wwmT AasWwwmas]
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questions, unscophisticatsd questicns, those that do not bave s bear-
ing that woulé lead to an uplift in hie work, It says that xks
entering into the disputation or discussion of these personal thruste
back and forth tends to gender strifs, arnd tren it eays the servant
of tbe Lord must not strive, Ths natural tendency of human nature

ig tc do trnet very thing, EHow cbvious it has baatho us in our

Bible Qfonference that we all had tc keep heold of ourselves all the
time and try to kesp down that tendency. ZkxX That ié emphasgized
hers, It is one of the preeminent qualities of the teachsr, not

Yo do that thing and mot to allow studenis to do that thing, mot to

aat +he avarrl e hefawa wis arnAand s
SBEE WLT CALUAT WRAVAE LiS BVWuPLLE,
It is a matter to be regretted, I think, as we have all die-

covered, tohat mre or less ¢f our preaching and of our teacking, and
even of our writing, is of an argumentative, contentious nature still.
You c¢an read whole articles which have in thelr very spirit and
phrassclogy the mesting of an argument, a contending spirit, oconvine-
ing by disputation, But it seems t0 me that the timees are ripe for

& departure from that kind of thipg, se this soripture exherts us to
do, and be positive in cur instruction, feeding thoee who walt upen
us either 1n the public ocongregaticn or in the sonool reom, These
are gualities of teaching.

Tne 25th veres carries along these qualitiss all of which belcng,
it seems to me, to fitness to tsach, That tsrm *aptnees tc tsach® is
gat iz the oenter of thoee qualifioaticns, Tae next word is wpatlient,*®
--the margin saye "forbearing,*® It is not the ordinary word for
patience that you find through thes Scriptures, that of enduring, bdbut
it 46 toe slemsnt of eslf-restraini, Lolding onets self in restralnt.

How much we have had t6 exercise that guality in cur experience and
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in our conference here, The word mezns self-restraint under condi-
tione &f that are trying, under conditions of evil, We are to ezx-
ercise eelf-regtraint, use & reetrained spirlit, a restrained style,

in teaching, and in our writing, Deing moved &8 the scripture puts

our presenzaticns,
Then the next verse,--"in meeknoess instructing thcse that
oppoes themselves,"® those that oppose themselves, that put themselvee

against ua, Even there there is nc roomr for sharpnéess, no roomr for

¢lever retort; but they should be anewered in meeknoss, becsuee We
want %o win them, because Wwe Wwant to exemplify the thing We ars
sesking to teadh, What is ths purpose of all this?--"1f GOG per-
adventure will give them repentance." KNow while this doubtless
applies tc our teaching thoss who &rs rnot IRXEXrixs Christians,
doeen't the principle aghly also to our dealings with one another?
If we are right in our pressntation, and manifest tha right spirit,
right will win, as it always does, ©Should ws not be careful of our
Xpreesee a oonviction cn this or that
and another stands up and takee a peostive position on the other
g8ide of the Queation, it tends to gender gomeitbing Wwrong in the
discussion, doesn't 1t? It is much better to EELXEEX exprsss our
disagreementiia mild way s as not to gender strife,

Now let us XEXEXAXEXRE g0 back & few moments to the begimninpg
¢f this chapter, How may we gocquire these Qualitisee of fitness to
tsach? Read the first versge:

"nou tkherefors, my son, be gtrong in the gracs that is in
Christ Jesus,®

How may we a@uirs and meintain these graces in the llfe of the

tsacher?--By baing mtrong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus."
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Unless thet gives life and spirit and cheracter to the spiritual
gift of teaching tnese things, we fail of accomplishing the werk for
¥hich that gift was bestcwed,

Then It goes on in the 3d verse to say, "the things that toou
haet heard of me among many witnesses, the same cemmii thou to falth-
ful men, wao snail bs able %o teach cthere alec.,®* I do not kncw the
full meaning of that sxpression, "Among many wWiinesses," but it
seems to suggest that csre has been taken to know that cne is right,

ELDER WAEEHAM: The margin says, "by many witnesses,”

H, C, LACEY: Lliterally, "torough many witnesses,"

%. E, HOWELL: YFcr what purpose was it %0 be committed t¢ falth-
Ial men?

ANGWER: That they might teach others also,

%. E. HOYELL: Does that enter inte cur experience inm our pe-
culiar type of schooli-=-Yes, onme of the great two-fold aims that we
have is to bulld up the hearer in strength and in the grace cf God
ané in oharacter, and the other great objective is to gualify him

t¢ teach c¢thers alsc,
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HOWELL: The best way in the world to make teachers of the right kind is to
be teachers of the right kind ourselves. The example will have its influence nine
times where precept will have it once, when it comes to the carrying out, and a
young man and woman leams as they sit under out tuition day afier day.

Now not to profong this study, if you would follow on down this chapter, it
seems tome that you find a wonderful discourse on the gualifications of the teacher.
The third verse says, “Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus
Christ.” Then it goes on, fourth verse, that any man who gives himself to this work
does not entangle himself with the affairs of this life, political, financial, educational,
or otherwise. But that he devoted himself fully to the exercise of that spiritual gift to
do a spiritual work, that spiritual fruits may be borne in the life.

Now coming down to the 19" verse, let us notice a thought in there.
“Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord
knoweth them that are his. And, let every one that nameth the name of Christ
depart from iniquity.” From unfairness, from unrighteousness, from the standard of
self-restraint. “But in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and of silver,
but also of wood and of earth; and some to honour, and some to dishonour.” Now
the message to our hearts: “If a man therefore purge himself from these, he shall
become a vessel unto honour.” It seems to me that is an ideal that the teacher
should hide in his heart day by day. If he has received that great dispensation of

grace, the gift of teaching, he should be a vessel unto honor, in the use of that gift.

r
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dwells in him. And what else will he become? Nexi phrase, “Meet for the Master's
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become set apart,
adapted, qualified, meet for the Master’s use - another phrase that has a beautiful
ideal in it. Last of all what? “Prepared unto every good work.”

Now | claim that verse for the teacher. | believe him justified in doing that,
To claim this whole chapter for the teacher and these beautiful results here are
something to be longed for. Something which, if they enter into the life and become
the ruling influence there, will constitute us really able or fit to teach.

Now the time is yours. | just wanted to bring out a few of these thoughts.
We have fo cut 17 minutes yet. If these wonderful truths in the Word find a
response in your hearts this morning, we should be glad to take a few minutes to

hear what that response is.
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RESCOTT
Eo more will it meet the situstion in our schools if we

merely situly the theory, if we merely deal with history in that

way, without very Gefinite regard to the present conflict, the

ﬁinﬁing up of this controverzy. I think thet will mgke quite &

difference in ocur way of handling things. That meane that in

w317

2ll our sftudy of the =Bible and all our study ¢f History, and

in all cur teaching of both, we shall have an eye on ithe fields
end eee how the warfare is geing. Dontt you think those military
ren wouls watch the pregress of the battle and see how their
%heiFeee theories worked out, and if they didnt*t work out aspply
them in some ¢ther way? I have felt that 1t was within the
power of our sgchools to give a great molding influenoce to this
movement. I dontt think we have realized ®hat opportunities
are plazedlin our hands. Hers we are oalling upon thess sohools
to train the workers to go to the fiezlds and it ies in the power
of the sohocls to give them the mold that they will put upon the
field when they go out. I think that is 2 very serious question
for us 10 think of. <L4-eeems-te-me It ie not simply to give an
intellectuzl training, but to have our eyes on the field, and
deal with it from that stendpoint, that the best training poss-
ibls bs given with reference to the sucoess of this movemendt.

Is that right? 1Is that a right view? How many think so? [All

Lo o mm

handé
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Xew that will not interfere with reeearéh, it will not interfere
vith schelsrship, with earnest earnest intellieotual work. 1

think it will be a mighty stimulue to it. But it will shspe our
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view of things, and our way af handlirg thinge.

Fow I wish to make an applioation of thies guestion %o our
étudy, our teaching of history and the Bible, and their relation
to each other. Perhaps I ought t¢ sort of lay it ocut firss, as
it is in my mind. The Bible teacher should primarily tesch the
Bible, emphasize the Bidls, Be will teaoh more ghan the prophee-
ies whioh are fulfilled in history. He may teach more than Godts
providences as seen in the working out of his plan among the
nations. There will be lines of study relating eSpeoialiy $0 the
question of personal experience, God's p®evider provision for
forgiveness of sin, the gift of his righteousness, the ministry o
Hie Spirlt¢, ¢the power of his indwelling presence in the individ-
ual to give him victory day by day. He must emphasize those
themss, but now there will be certain portions of this theme that
he w111l want to see illustreted as i1t 1s in Ristory. Therefore
he mas%t use enough history in his teaching the Blble so that it
shall not be an abstract teaching, but a teaching lllustrated in
God's providences. Now that just briefly states it .

The history teacher, he will emphesize facts of history.

His foTemost field will be the field of history, but he must study
thet history in the light that the Bible throws upon 1t. He musat
estimate the value of portions of history from tbat standpoint.
You have perhaps heard me make this statement, that as I lock at
the matter, the Bible throws more light on higtory thar history

I wouldnit argue for that, ut I sug
thet for s thought. Therefore the teaohing of history for the
purposes that ws desire to teach history, tust be oovered by the

light that the Bible throws upon it, and the Blible light, as the
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Bible line ofprophecy, will indicate tc ue what portions of
history are most valuable for us. There are portions of history
that are very interesting. It is very interesting just as a study
to take up such a study as that of thaet ancient nation, China.
Brother Anderson knows what & flelé of study there is, going
olear back thousands of years; but Chins does mot stand in the

same relation o the current of God's providences as some of the

other nations. Therefore, while very interesting, and if one

has time, it may be valuable, especlially if one expects to0 work

in that field, but when you come to the gemeral subject of histery,
the line of history as it seems t0 me is this, Godts purpose

=4 AT wri +the el
00 Q LThe el

1y

tior of the working out of that

£

purpoee in the natione.w Israel is the nation. Israel is brought
into cortact with other nations -~ I mean now present history. 1I -
mean Israsel anoient and Isrsel modern. 1 mear natione ancient
and nations mocdern. I mean the relation betweern God's providenoes
in working out his purpose whioh he is working out today, to
build & nation, in its relation po the nations. Therefore when
we study arnd markx out a line of history, the Bible should indiocate
that line which ie of the most importance for us, that line which
should be made firet, as Ilthink, in importance. That will

lead us to the Blble, and the Bible line 4own through. Then

how shall we expreesit?

The Bible teaoher teaches primarily the Bible. He must be

vrd o Ind ~n ~ o

o= & voud I o x A w mem bRt A v wmvamant The wrdealmTae itn
history. I think you will find thie in teaching both history

and Bible. The more cororete we can make 1%, the better it is.
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I believe that we should not dwell so muoh on thé absolute prine
ciplss of righteousness, but that we should see¢ the out-werking
of those principlss in connection with biography and history.
The tesoher of history should know his history, and the Bible
asthe light on history that shall enable him to select that line
cf work that will blaze the way down through the oenturies tc the
present time as showing God%s providesnoes. |

How you teach this way, and the Bible and the history wilil
complement sach othsr and make & complete whols in tﬁe teaching.
Bt if the Bible teacher teaoches without regard to history, and
the history teachsr teaches without rega¥d to the Bitle, you have
two separats 11#33 that may be running away from each other. I

think the Bible and History teachers should be in the closest

make ¢lear the eternal purpose of God as revealéd in the soriptue
ané wrought out in the worldts histery.

Fow let us make some particular applioations. First let me
read a werd with reference to ths history of Israel: @It is .
God, supreme and almighty, who interprets, predicts, and controls
his pebple's history, and not their history which in ite Bradual
evolution is to maks God's sovereignty and cmnipotenoe manifest
to their experiencs.® Do ycu see ths differencet It puts God
as & personal God, ruling, first controlling, predicting, inter-
preting history as a personal God. Thet guotation comes from
Gesorge Adam Smitb's work on Iszaish, Voilume 2, page 87 of the edi-
tion I havs.

Eow you think of the differencs between those two. I think
that is fupdamental, whether we put Ged in the forefront &s &
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perzonal God, directing and controlling. Another statemeéent:

*The unity of history under one will.®" That is another principle

Bow you take the unity of the Bible, that is the principls for

the Bible tsacher, the unity of the Bible under cne mind, so0 that
h

the gams min

e

tha

ot
Q

ives us Genesie
Revelation wher Genesis was given. There is one theme. Hee

Bow higtory, the unity of history under ore will, is God working
out hiseternal purpoee in history. Kow I will frankly say t0

you that the effort to view historyin that way and interpret
history in that way éommands the utmost powers of the .mind. It

is no emall thing. It isn't a holiday task to try to desl with
these things in that way, to see the unity of history under one
will working that will out for a purposs, and to grapple with that
purpoge oovering the whole history ofthe world from the earliest
nations until today, and see it today working, in spite of this
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But not as these people think. It is not to be settled by buok~
ling the belt tighter and fighting it through. It is only in the
light of the Bible that we ¢an see how it can come. We muet
be carsful not to be over self-complacent, but I think in the
light of the Word it is our privilege t0 eec things that those
who rejeot this light 4o not sees.

Kovw those are thetwo ideas in history, history revealing God
but God oontrolliing history, not history as an evelution thst
leads 10 God, but.God in the forefront; and then that idea of

the unity of history under the control of ome ¥ill.
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How let us inguire, What is ths goal of historyt That
will determine very much our view; that goal is set forth in

Dan. 2:44: "And in the days ¢of these kings shall the God of heaven
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cyed: an
shall not be left to other pscple, but it shall breek in pices
and consume sll these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever.®

The restoration of that kingdom; the setiing up of ithat
kipgdom. That runs clear through to Revelation 15. There you
oome to the fuifillment, the vecioce in heaven eaying, The kingdome
of this world are beoome the kingdom of our Lord and of his Chrisg,
and he shall rsign foX ever and ever. I take that to be the
goal o7 history, and the greai interpretation of history all the
time;, on to that goal. Take first the teaching of the Bible. I
think the Bible as & whole should be 4aught from that standpoint,
God's purpose to restory-his kingdom. Sin entered in, brought
confugion, bewilderument, that is what we have now. That is
he whole world, as it wers, gone in
Take the Bible as a whole, and from Genesis t0 Rsvelation that
ié the goal of soripture, 0 bring us tothe everlseting kingdom
of God set up in the earth again. That is set forth in
Ephesians 1:10. I have referred to that before, and I think it
is worth while to mention it sgain. Here the plan of God is
olearly set forth.

Ninth verge:*Having mads known unto us the mystery of his wil 1,
according to his good pleasurs which he hath purposed in himeslf:
that in the dispensation of the fuiness 0f tiwmes he might ga-
ther together in oms all things in Christ, both which are in

heaven, and which are on sarth; even in hiw.®

L3
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¥hen the fulness of time was c¢ome, God sent forth his Son,
made of & woman, made under thes law. To sum up, ¢ re=head all
things in Christ, t¢ re-constituie the universe under the head-
ghip of Christ, that is the goal. When that goal is reaschsd,
then those voices will say, The kingdoms of this world ars becoune

the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ. That is the goal of

be kept before ws. In teaching the Bivle that goal is to be

set before us as God's purpcse is revealed. It should be illuse

trated from history in the Bible class sufficiently to meke i ¢

gonecrete.
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In teacning bistery we should be very careful to show God's
profidences right down through the course ¢f the centuries toward
this one purpose which He is working cut in hietory in spiste ¢f every-

thing, MNen will seek t¢ trace through history a philosophy that

accounte for evsnts on a human basie, They will ses in the gensral-
ship, in the leadership, in the greater force of an army, ithe cause
of the vioctcry., They account for these things, The Bible ebows us ;
God working through these agenolies, and you take marked instanoces: —
What will explain Sennacherib's terrible defeat before the walls of
Jerusalem, If you have read about it, you will know some say the

army wae encamped in & miasmatiic region where the atmosphere was

deadly, and prodbably a wave of deadly poison swept over that army

and swept i% out of existencs,

.
;'.‘
[
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But what doee God eay through Isalah?t--"1 will put a hook in
his nose and I will turs him back. *

The point is thie: Whaiever means he¢ may use, leave his per-
sonality in i%, leave his control in 4%, and increass faith in the
studente in this idea that there is a God atove the affalrs of men,
I just emphasize that to bring it before us, that the goal to be
arri wd at by both Bible and history is the purpose toc reconstitute
the whole universe under the headehip of Cnrist, the resiore the
kingdom of God in the marth, and that tbe twWo opposing forces are
led by Michael on the cne band, and by that old serpent, SkE called
the devil ana Satay on the other hand, And that is just as real
a controversy &s this which has taken place in Europe., ¥We are to
see history through the Bible, That is the only way we can get an

intelligent view of the progress of affairs in thie world, That
will reguire such & personal experiencs with God that God will Dbe

abtle %0 open the eyes of the teacher himself, I have said repeatedly
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that our sucosess in all this work depends upon our ow%n persona2l re- :
lation to Gecd, and it 1s true all the time, I believe it is the _ :
privilege of the Bible tsacher, the privilege of the bhistory teacher,
day by day tc have bis own eyee enlightened sc that be will see
thinge just as new as his etudente, Wby, I tbink certainly that
ehould be true, that there skall be that enligntening inflhence

that will belp both teacher and etudent, and that that ehall be
Tecognized, and the studente helped tc recognize it,

That will not take away frcm intellectual applicaticn, 1t

St

will be the moet effective memmx developing power ¢of the intelleet

lay

tbat can possibly be brought toc bear upcn the students, It ie nct
thecretical, 1t is not visionary,--it ie actual fact, Then when
you ccme tc grapple with the application of these prcbleme in bietcry,

I ax sure it will tske every bit of intelleotual power that we can

P A TR LT SRS PR R PR e

zuster tc face thess prob{ema and bandle thoem,

So much for the goal of hietvcry., EKcw tc see God'e providences
working toward that goal, I suggesi Danlel 4:17, 35, and 33, a
three-fold repetition in one coapter of that principie:

*The Most High ruleth in the kingdom c¢f men, and giveth it to
wopomsoever He will,®

I tbink that is a Tfundamental principle in this whole questiion,
whether we are teaching Bible or Exf history, ¥We are %o recognize
that the ®ost High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and givetnh it to
whozmsoever he will,* and that it is not simply a queetion of mili-
tary genius, of large armies,--it le God'e providence working.

That is & general principle, Ko take cne or twc specific
applicetions, &nd the Bivle ig full of them, Take the first verse:

of lsaiah 45: ®Thus saith Jehovab to Bie anointed, *--bere le a
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heathen king spoken ¢of as being the lLordte anointed,--*Thus eaith
the Lord to bis amoipisd,; to Cyrus, whose right hand I have holden,

to subaue natione defore him; and I will loose the loins of

kings, tc copen before him the two-leaved gates; and ths gates shall
not be shut; 1 will go before thes, and make the crooked places
straight: I will bresk ia pieces the gates of brass, and cut in
sunder the bars of ircn: and I will give thes the treasures of dark-
ress, and hidden richse ¢of secret places, that thou mayest know that
I the Lord, which c¢all thee by thy name, am the God of Isradl, For
Jacob my servant®s gake, and Israsl mine elsot, I have even Called
thee by thy name: I have surnamed thee, though thou hast not knocwn

me,"

What is the secret of that whole campaigzn against Babylond—-I%
was that God had chossen Cyrus, for His psople’s saks, to help c¢arry
out his plan, ge had ﬁromised +c build 2 naticn, and when Babylon
refused to cooperate with him in that purposs, for the saks of His
people that he was to deliver out of Babylon, he sends & ccnquersr,
He ueed Cyrus as a means of lettlag Hie pscple go; and you will
remember how Cyrue himself reocgnlzed it, in Ezra the first chapter:

tThg God of heaven hath given me all the kingdoms of the earth;
and he hath charged me to build bim an houes at Jerusalem, which is
in Judsh * |

rTake that ae & specific illustration of this prineipls, *The
¥ost High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth 1t to whomsosever
He will,* He was working out His purpoee to dbulld a naticn, %o
reatory the kingdom, and whataver refused to cocperaite witk that

purpoee He set asids,
KoF let me read the application of this, as t¢o the goal of

kistory:
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*The goal to which the history points stands out clear before
the mind of the prophet; and alrsady hs sses in vision the restorsd
Israel~-a holy pecpls ip a resncovated land—-~rsndering acceptable wor-

the
ghip to,ons God ¢f hsavern and sarth,"-~-The Expositorts Bible--

Ezskiel, p. 187,
Remeuber that that psriod of oaptivity bad commsnced, and Ezekiel
was down in Babylonis; he saw clsarly the outocoms.

Tas game thing holds true right down through the agss, sc When

prophet, through the snlightenment given him of God, could see that

vislon in that hour of darkness, And you will remsmber that it was
right in that time od darknsee that Danisl?s wonderful prophecies
wers given assuring ue of the setting up of the kingdom of God,

our sy;a are %c bz upon that goal of history, that goal of the Bibls,
It is God*s purpose to restors His kingdom in the sarth, and have a
new hezven, & new sarth, and a new, holy nation, He has been Wwork-
ing that out all down through the ages.

Again: *®That spesch of Cromwsll is perhaps the best sermon
ever delivered on the subjesoct of tbhls chapter. For he said: ‘'What
are all our histories but God menifesting Himself, that He hath
sbaksn, and tumbled down and trampled upon everybhing that He hath

val. 1.
Yoi. 4,

...—-vv I W W -

B. 220.
Toen agaln: "The God of Isssel is Love and Springtime to His

. — S EEA—————  —

people. Graoe, patisnce, pure joy of hope and possibilitya-these ars
the Divine elemente whioh this spiritual msn, Hossa, sees in the
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eaziy bistory of his people, and not the mirzaculous, about which,
from end to end of his book, he is uttszly silenf.

*It is ignorance, then, of such a Charagtsz, so evident
in these faots of their history, with which Hosea charges his people--
not ignorance of the facts themsslves, not want cf devotion to their
memory, for they are a people who ozowd the eaczred scenes of ihe past,
at Bethel, at Gilgal, at Bsershsba, but ignorance of the Character
Wwnich sbinss through the facts,®--The EXpositoris giﬁle. Twslve

Prophets., Vol. I, p. 338.

That is the whole question of the interprefation of history. we
may know ihe Iaofs so that we can recite them glibly, but if we do
not sse the character that shines through the facis, what does it |
avail us? That is the whols gquestion--to see the character that
shines through the facts, to see God working out his own purposes
in that very definite way as a personal God.

Now, what is the main line to ?ollo!j both in the Rible and
in history?

*Surely ws gee that the main artery of humn 1ife runa down the
Bildse, that here we have & sense 0f the contzol of history, which is

higher than even the highest bero-worship, "--Expositor's Bible,

The Book of Isaiah, Vol. 3, p. 173.

Thne Bibls will give us the artsry of human life, ihs main our-
rent of history, FHow shall we apply this?t I think the bsginning

L o

is the 13th chapter of Genesis, verses 1~3, Tha

significant in

i
two respects: PFirst, it ie significant because in ths 1ith chapter
2
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we have the first call out of Babylon.
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*Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred.®* That
was the first call out of Babylon, and from that time until today
in this message, the purpose of God has been and still is %o kesp
ki

armio Aand Aaf Boaholia

17
wi

nation, and seccnd modern Israzel, spirituzsl Israel, as still

& naticn accerding to the New Testament scripturs, but mors
commonly called the church. KNow in the 12the of Genesis we
hzve the first call out of Babylen, a call for separation. That
principle must run clear through, they are not tc be nuxbered
among the nations. That principle of separation from that for
which Babylon stands for. I think thers are three things that
Babylon stands for, Selfiehnese, Pride, Athsism, -~ Babylcen.
Kcw what is the principls that runs right down threugh the
s¢ripturss and right down through history itself) %c keep God's
pecple separate from thoge prinmciples thet stand ocut so clearly

in 8 ¢ccnérete way in Babylon, ancient and mcdern. T¢ save them

sglfishness. 7To save themfrcm pride. Pride geceth before a fall.
To sa¥e them from atheism, and especially that atheism that
puts onets se¢lf in place of God. That is Babylen.

Now from that time on, here we have these two principles.
Godts going to build a naticn. You see it here in Genesis 13/
That principle runs clear through the scriptureé, and we find
it clear down tc the end. What does Peter say? "Ye are an holy
nation.? And that is way this side of the extincticn of thse
Jews, 1t is aftei they ceased to be as & nation what they were
from the first. It is the ohuzrch, and yet God speaks of that

as an hely nation, becanse he is s4ill werking out his purpose.
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Row what are the principles tc be applied? Separaticn from
the world., Salvation from those vital destructive principlss,
selfishness, pride, atheism, to be a separate nation, & peopls
for God's own pusposes., That is that word “peculiar, * you iknow.
The word is changed entirely in its meaning. Kot peculiar in the
gense that they ars odd, the idea is that of pcssession, a people

for Godts own possession,and he will work his plan out in fhis

possession right down through the whole course of history and

build a nation on that basis.

e FATE e 31T Aa AL 2 - e=tdt hi. s d %o oam A2
Psala 147 He will do this with his own £ peopls, and

“

~r
o\

*

that is what we must keep in the foreground. *He hath not dealt
80 with any nation.” Xow ]I make that a fundaswental i1dea. He is
going to build a nation. We may go th;cugh the soripture on
that hasis., It is different frcm any other nation. *He hath
not dealt so with any nation.® So I take that as a fundamental
principle. BHe is going tc make a nation. He will deal with that
nation in a different way than any other nation. He will desl
with them as hie own possession, beculiar; chosen frem the world.
And in his dealing with them he will revsal to them that which
will save them from pride, selfiehnsss, atheism, make thea his
own pecple to reveal his own charactsz.

80 again, Psalme 105. These are principles, I think it

-l s T

is wortk while %o lay down., While it may ssem that I am just

]

preaching a sermon, I am trying to lay down principles which

 to us

[N
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gading, our tesching,
our studying, and our preaching.
Fourth verse: ®38eek ye Jehovah and hisg strength; eeck his

face evermgcre. Remember his marvellous works that he hath dems,
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his wonders, and the judgments of his mouth. , O ye seed of Abra-
han hig servant, ye obildren of Jacob, his ohosen ones. He is
Jehovah our God: His judgments &re in 3ll the earth. He hath

remenmbered his oovenant for ever, the word whioh he commanded

10 & thousand generations. The oovenant which he made with Abrahlam,
and hiz ocath untc Igaas, and oonfirmed the asme untc Jacodb for

a statute, to Israel for an everlasting covenansg, séying, Unto
thee will I give the land of Cansan, the lot of your inheritanoe;
when they were but a few men in number, yea, very few, and 80
journeras in it. And they went about from nation tc mation, from
one kingdom to another people. He suffdred no man td do thea
wIrong; yea, he reproved kings for their sakeas.® Just the

same as when be said of Qyrus, I will 40 this for my people
Israel's sake.

But you observe it goes right back to Abrabam. Now I referm 4
to Genesgis 12:1-3, but you want to inolude the seventh verse alsc.
¥Onto thy seed will I give this land.® Separation from Babylon,
called out, separate from all the principles of Babylen, in order
10 inherit a new country, whioh is the new earth. But you observe
the promise was not to Abraham as a person, but to Abraham's
sesd, and who is Abraham's seed? Christ. Thén }cu atart right
here, and the very foumndation of the whole thing, separation from
the world, called ou% from all that is of the world, to build
a nation, and to tzgz seed will I give the land. That is, that
first foundation is 1laid in Christ.

Row tc apply that principle from the time of Abraham to
today, tbat God {8 working out his purpose to keep thea separate

from Babylon and bring them to that promised land, that is, when
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bia kingdom ghall be set up. Does that seem to you %0 merk oul
the whole ocourse for Bible and Ristory?

WALDORF: Do ¥e not distinguish between sacred history and
c¢ivil history?

PRESCOTT: Yes and no. It says that in the schools of ths
prophets sacred history was one of the themes. I believe that
in our dealing with higtory, first and foremost, no matter
what kind you glive, it should be to spply these principles.

How you take students that will nsver go beyond the twelfth
grade. You think of that. There is where they stop in their
education. Eow are we t0 leave them ignorant of these things?
You remsmber the suggestion for requiremsnt for ordination

was fourteen grades. Kow nany of them never go beyond the

4/5 of them s6op there. Well then, these thingé mast be

given them in academic grades if they sver get them. If we
wait for a college course, 4/5 of them go out without getting
these things. Therefore I say these things ghould be applisd
in academic teaching. Of oourse when you come $0 oollege work,
You oan go deeper and stronger, but I believe these principles

should be lsid down in academic work., What do you think of it?
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PRESCOTT

Ko moze ¥ill it meet the situation in our schools if we
merely study the theory, if we merely deal with history in tkat
#ay, without very Qefinite regard tc the present conflict, the
ﬁ&néing up of this controvarszy. 1 thipk that will mske quite a

difference in our way of handlipg things. That means that ip

4117

all ocur etudy of the =Bible and all cur study of Eistory, and

ir a1l our teaching ¢f both, we shall have an eye on the fields
end see how the warfare is going. Dor?®t you think thoese military
men wénla ¥atoh fthe progress o the battle and see how their
%heiroee theories worked out, and if they didn't work out apply
thexm in sowe other way? I have felt that 1t was withip the
pewer of our schools to give a great molding influence to this
movement. I don't think we have reslized what opportunitics
are plaﬂed‘in our hands. Here we are c¢alling uporn these schools
tc train the workers to go toc the fieslde and it ie in the power
cf the schoc¢ls $¢ give them the mold that they will put uporn the
field wher they go out. I think tbhat is a very sericue question
for us to think of. It-seeme-3o-me It ie pot simply to give an
intellectusl trainming, but to have ocur eyes on the field, and
deal with 1t from that standpoirt, that the best training poss-
ivle be given witbh reference to the success of this movement.

Is that right? 1Is that a right view? How many think so? [All
bande raised] That will influenos our study and our teaching.
¥ow that ¥1ill not interfere with researéh, it will not ipterfere
vith ascheolarxebhlp, with earnest carnest iptelicotual work. I

thigk it will be & mighty stimulus to it. But it will shape our
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view of things, and our way af handlirg things.

Kow I wish to make an application of this question to oui
é»udy, our teaching of history and the Bible, aﬁd their relation
to each other. Perhaps I ought to sort of lay it ocut first, as
it is in my mind. The Bible iteacher should primarily teach the
Bible, emphasize the Bitle. He will teach more ghan the prophee-
ies which are fulfilled in history. He may teaoch more than Godts
providences as seen in the working out of his plan among the
nations. There will be lines of study relating especially to the
question of personel experience, God's pre¥kder provision Ior
forgiveness of sin, the gift of his righteousness, the ministry «
His Spirit, the powsr of his indwelling presence in the individ-
ual to give him vioctory day by day. He must smphasize thoee
themes, but now there will be certain portions of this theme that
he will want to ses illustrated as it is ir history. Thersfore
he must use enough hietory in his teaohing the Bible so that it
shall not be an abstrazot teaching, but & teaching illustrated in
God's providenoes. XNow that just briefly states it .

The hisiory tsacher, he will emphessize facts of history.

His foremost field will be the field of history, but he must study
that history in the light that the Bible throws upon it. He must
estimate the valus of portions of history from that standpoint.
You have perhape heard me make this statement, that as I 100k at
the matter, the Bibls throws more light on hietory than history
thross on the Bible. I woulédn't argue for that, but I suggest
that for a thought. Therefore the teaching of history for the
purposes that we deeire ¢ tesoh history, mst be covered by the

light that the Bible throws upon it, and the Bible light, as the
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Bible line ofprophecy, will indicate t0 us what portioms of
history are most valuable for us. There are portions of histery
tiat are very interesting. It i1e very interesting just as & stuy
to take up such 2 study as that of that anclent naticon, Chiana.
Brother Andereon knows ¥what = field of study there ie, goling
clear back thousands of yeare; but China does not stand in the
same relation to the current of Godts providenoces as-some of the
other nations. Therefore, while very interesting, ané if cne

has time, it may be valuable, especislly if one expects to work
in that field, but when you oome to the gemeral subject of histozy,
the line of history &s it seems t¢ me is this, God!'s purpose

t0 bulld a n and the rels

N dake et o,

(D)

cn of the working out of that
purpose in the nations. Israel ie the nation. Israel is brought
into contact with other nations -~ I mean novw present history. 1 -
mean Israel ancient and Isrsel modern. I mes&n nations ancient
and natiocns modern. I mean the relation between God's providences
ir working out his purpcse which he is working ocut today, to
build a nation, in its relation to the nations. Therefore when
we study and mark out a lipne of history, the Bible should ipdicate
that line which is of the most importance for us, that line which
ghould be made firet, as I'think, in importance. That will
lead us to the Bivtle, and the Bible line dewn threough. Then
how shall We expressit?

The Bible teacher tesches primarily the Bible. He must be
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history. I think you will £ind this in teaching both histery

and Bible. The nmore concrete we can make 14, the better it is.



I believe that we should not dwell eo muoh on the
ciples of righteousness, but that we should see the cut-working
of those principles in connsction with biography and history,
The teacher of history should know his history, and the Bible
asthe light on history that shall enable him to select that line
of work that will blaze the way down through the oenturies to the
present time as showing God?s providences. |

Now you teaoh this way, and ths Bible and the history will
complement each other and make & complete whole in tﬁe teaching.
Bit if the Bible teacher teaches without regard to history, and
the history\teacher teaches without regafd to the Bible, you have
t¥o separate liﬁes that may be running awey from each other. 1
think the Bible and History teachers should be in the clossst
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make olear the eternal purposs of God as revealed in the soriptum

and wrought out in the worldt!s history.
Bew let us make some particular applications. First let me
read a word with reference to the hietory of Israzel: "It is
God, eupremes and almighty, who interprets, predicts, and oontrols
his pebple’s history, and not their history which in its gradual
evolution is to make God's soverelgnty and ommnipotence manifeet
to their experience.,* Do you see the differencet? It puts God
as a personal God, ruling, first controlling, predicting, inter-
preting history as a personal God. That quotation comes from
George Adam Smithts werk on Iszish, Volume 2, page 87 of the edi-
tion I have.
Hew
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that is fundamental, whether we put Go
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perzoral God, directing and corirolling. Another statement:
"The unity of higtory under one will.* That ie another priaciple

Revelation when Genesis was given. There is one thems. Hee

Now histeory, the unity of history under one will, is God working
out hiseternal purpose in hisfory. Now I will frankly ssy to

you that the effort to view hietoryin that way and interpret
history ir $hat way éommands the utaocst powers of the .mipnd. It

is no small thing. It isa*t a holiday task to try to dsal with
thess thinge in that way, t0 see the unity of history under one
will working that will out for s purpcose, and to grapple with that
purpose ooverirg fthe whole history ofthe world from {the earliest
nations until today, and see it today working, in spite of this

g -

S
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ully gloomy pictuTre, seeing what the baokgron
you can see beyond this gloom and oocnfusion, whether you ¢an sse
thse brightness of his risirng, showing that the day is dawning.
But not as ithese peopls think. It is not %0 bs settled by buck-
ling the belt tighter and fighting it through. It is only in the
light of the Bibls that we can ses how it oan come. We must
be carsful not to be over self-complacent, but I think in the
light of the Word it is our privilege to sse things tha$ those
who rejeot thie light do not see.

Now those are thetwe ideas in history, history revealing God
but God controlling history, rot history as an evolution thst
lesds to God, but_God ir the forefrort; and then that idea of

the unity of history under the control of one ¥ill.
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Eow let us inguire, ¥What is the goal of history? That
will determine very much cur view; that goal is set fortk in

Dan. 21:44: ®*And in the days of these kings shall the God of heava
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shall not be left to other pecple, but it shall bresk in phoes
and consume ail these kingdome, and it shall stand for ever.®

The resteration of that kingdom; the estting up of that
kingdom. That runs olear througk to Revelation 15. Thkere you
come to the fulfillment, the voioe in heaven saying, The kingdoms
of this world are beooms the kingdom of ocur Lord and of his Chrisg,
and he shall rsign for evsr and ever. Y taZfe that to be the
goal oY history, and the great interpretation of history all the
time, on to that goal. Take first the teaching of the Bible. I
think the Bible as a whole should be taught from that standpoint,
God*s purpose to restory¥-his kingdom. 8in entered in, brought
confusion, bswilderment, that is what ws have now. That is
ke whole world, as it were, gone in condition.
Take the BXble as a whole, and from Genesis to Revelation that
is the goal of soripture, to bring us tothe everlasting kingdom
of God set up in the earth again. That is set forth in
Ephesians 1:10. I have referred to that before, and I think it
ie worth while to mention it again. BHere the plan of (od is
¢learly set forth.

RBintk verse:"Having made knowa unte us the mystery of his wil 1,
accerding to his good pleasure which he hath purposed in himself:

thet iz the dispensaticn of the fulness of times he might ga-

ther together in one all things in Carist, both whioh are in

beaven, and whioch are on earth; even in bim.®

&
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%hen the fulness of fime was come, God sent forth his Son,
made of a woman, made under the law. To sum up, 1o re=head all
things in Christ, to re-constituie the universe under the head-
ehip of Chriet, that ie the goal., When that goal is reached,

then those voices will say, The kingdoms of this world are become

the kingdoa of our Lord and of his Christ. ThBat is the goal of

be kept before us. In teaching the Bible that goal is to Dbe

set before us as God's purpcss ie revealed. It should be illus~
trated from history in the Bible c¢clase sufficiently to mske i ¢

gcongcrete,
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In vsaching bistory we should be very carsful to show Cod's
protidences right down through the course of the osnturiess toward
this one purpose which He is working out in hietory in spite of every-
thing, Ken Will seek to ftraoe through history a pkilosophy that
accounts for events ¢n a human basis, 'Thsy’till ses in the general-~
ship, in the leadership, in the greater force of an army, the cauvas
of the victory, They aocount for thess tnings, The Bible shows ue
God worklng through these agencies, and you iake maried instances:
¥hat will gxplain Sennaobheribt's terrible defeat basfors the walls of
Jerusalexm, If you have read about it, you will know some say the
army was enoamped in a miasmatio regicn where the atmosphers was
dsadly, and prcbably a wave of deadly poison swept over that army
and swept it out ¢f existsnos,

But what doee God say through Isaiah?--*I will put & hook in
his nose and I will turn bim back *

T*he point is this: Whatever means he may use, leavs bhis per-
sonality in {t, leave his control in i%, and irnorease faith in the
students in this idea that there is a God atove the affairs of men,
I just emphasize that to bring if before us, thatl the goal to be
arri wd at by both Bible and history is the purpose to reconstitute
the whols universe under the headship of Christ, the restore the
kingdom of God in the sarth, and that the twe opposing forcee are
led by Michesl on the cons hand, and by that old serpent, XKz c¢allsd
the devil and Satan on the other hand. And that is just ae real
& oontroversy as this which bas taken place in Europs, We are to
sg¢e history torough the Bibls, That is the only way we oan get an
inteliigent view of the progress of affairs in this world, That
will reguire such a personal experience with (od that God will be

able to open the eyes of the teacner himself, I have said repeatedly
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that our sucoess in all this work depends upon cur own perscnal re-
istion to God, and it is true all the time., I belisvas it is the
privilege ¢f ths Bible teachsr, the privilege c¢f the histcry teacher,
day by day to have his cwn eyes anlightened sc that he will see
things just as nsw a8 his students, Why, I think certainly that
snould be true, that thers shall be that enligntening infleence
that will belp beth teacher and student, and that that shall de
recognized, and the students helped to recognizs it,

That will nct take away from intellectual applicaticn, It
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that can pcesivly be brought to bear upon the etudents, It is not
thecretiocal, it is not visionary,--it is actual fact, Thsn when

you ccme tc grapple with the application of these prcblams in Ristcry,
I am sure it ®ill take every bit ¢f intellectual pcwer that we can
muster tc face these problems and handle them, -

So much fer the goal ¢f hietory, NKow tc sse God's prcvidencss
working toward that goal, I suggest Daniel 4:17, 25, and 32, a
toree-fcld repstiticn in cne onaptsr ¢f that principle:

*The Mcet High ruleth in the kingdem cf men, and givath it tc
wnomsoever He will ®

I tkink that is a fundamental principle in this wncls question,
wnether ws are teaching Bible or Exi history, We are to reccgnizs
that the ®Wfost High ruleth in the kingdom ¢f men, and giveth it t¢
whomsoever he will,®* and that it is not sizply a qusstion of mili-

tary genius, ¢f large armies,--it is God*s providence working.

Toat is a general principle, Kcw take cne ¢r twe specific
applicaticns, and ths Bivle is full of them., 7Take the first verse:

of Isaizh 45: "Thus saitn Jehovah to His anointed, ®*--hsre is &
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- beathen king spcken ¢f as being the lord's ancinted,--*Thus salth
the Lerd to bhie amointed, to Cyrus, whose rignt hand I have holden,
10 sudbdns dations before him; and I will loose the lolms of

kings, to open before him the two-leaved gates; and the gates shall
not be shut; I will go before thee, and make the orooked places
straight: I will break in piecss the gates ¢f brass, and cut in
sunde? the bars of iron: anéd T will give thee the treasures of dark-
pegs, anéd hidden richss of sscret places, that theu mayest know that
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1 tos Lord, whlob call thees Dy thy name, am ths GO4 ©
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Jacob my servantis sake, and Israel mine elect, I have even called
thee by thy namze: I have surnamed thee, though thou hast not known
me, "

What is the secrzet of that whole campaign agalnst Babylonl--1t
was that God had chosen Cyrus, for His pecple’s sake, to help carry
out hie plan., He had piomised to build & nation, and when Babylon
refusad to cooperate with him in that purpose, for the sake of His
people that he was to deliver cut of Babylon, he sends a conjuersr,
He ueed Cyrus as & means of letting Hie people go; and you will
Temember ho¥ Cyrus himsslf recognized it, in Ezra the firet chaptar:

*The God of heaven hath given me all the kiangdome of the earth,
and he hatb charged me t¢ build him an house at Jerusalsm, which 1is
3

Tdoh #

Take that as a speoific illusiration of this prinoiple, "The
Yoet High ruleth in the kingdom of msn, and giveth it to whomscever
He will,* THe was working cut Hie purpose to bulld a naticn, t¢
restorg the kingdom, and whatever rsfused to cocperate with that

purpose He set asids,
Ko® let me read the spplication of this, as to the goal of

kistory:
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*the goal to which the history pointe stands out clsar before
the wind of ths prophet; and already he sses in vision the restored

Iarael;ia boly people in & rencvated land--~rendering acceptable wWor-
e

ship to*one God of heaven and earthol—-rhe Exposgitorts Bible=-

Ezekisl, p. 187.

Remsmber that that pericd of captivity had commenced, and Ezekiel
was down in Babylonis; he 8aw clearly the outocome.

The same thing holds true right down through‘the ages, 8¢ when
you come $0 the 324 chapter of Revelation, it says *His servants shal
serve Him, There 1ie to e & Hew Jerusalem, & new earth, new people,
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and they shall serve him, That is the
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prophet, through the enligbtenment given him of God, could see that
vision in that hour of darkness, And you will remember that it was
right in that time od darkness that Daniel?®s wonderful propheoies
were given assuring us of the setting up of the kingdom of God,

our ey;s are to De upon that goal of history, that goal of the Bibile,
It i God's purpcse to restore His kingdom in the earth, and have &
new heaven, & new earth, and & new, holy nation, He has besn work-
ing that out all down through the ages,

Again: ®"That speech of Cromwell is perhaps the best sermon
ever delivered on the eubject of this ohapter., For he said: 'What
are all our histories but God manifesting Himseli, that Hs hath
shaken, and tumbled down and tramplsd upon everykhing that He hath
not piantedfts--The Expositor's Bible, The Book of Isaiah, Vol. 1,

B. 280.
Then again: "The God of Is@sel is Love and Springtime to His
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pecple. Grace, patlience, pure joy of hope and posaibilitya-thsse are
the Divine elements whioh this spiritual man, Hosea, sess in the
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*It ie ignorance, then, of such a Character, eo evident

in theee facte of their hietory, with which Hoeea charges hie people--

not ignoranoe of the facts themselvee, not want of devotion to their
mexary, for they are a people who crowd the sacred soenee of fhe pest,
at Bethel, at Gilgal, at Beersheba, but lignorance of the Characier
which shinee through the faocts, ®--The Expositoris gible. THelve

Prophets. Vol. I, p. 938.

That 1e the whole queetion of the interpretation of history, we
may know the facts so that we can recite them glibly, but if we do
not see the character that ehinee through the facts, what does it

avall us? That ie the whole questiion-~-t0 sse ihe characisr thatl
ebines through the facte, to see God working out his own purposee

in that very definite way as a personal God.

Now, what is the main line to follotj both in the Bible and
in bistory?

*gurely we see that the main artery of humn life runs down the
Bilie, that here we have a eense of the control of history, which ie
higher than even the highest hero-worship,"--Expoelitcre Bible,

The Book of Isaiah, Voi. 3, p. 173.

The Bible will give us the artery of human life, the main cur-
rent of hietory, How shall we apply thiet I think the beginning
is the 13th chapter of Genseeis, verses 1-3, That is significant in

two reepscte: TFiret, it is eignifiocant because in the 1ith chapter
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we have the first call out of Babylon.
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et thes ocut of thy country, and frem thy kindred.® Taat
was the first oall cut$ of Babylion, and from that time until Today
in this message, the purpose of God has been and still is %t0 keep
finite
naticn, and second modern Isrzel, spiritual Israsl, as still
& naticn acccerding tc the New Testament soripture, but more
ccamonly called the church. KNo#w in the 12the of Genasis we

bzve the first call ocut of Babylon, & ¢all for separaticn. That
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principle must run clear through, they are not to de nuxbered

among the nations. That principle of separation frcom that for

which Babylon stands for. I think there are three things that

Babylon stands for, Selfishness, Pride, Atheism, -~ Babylen.
Kcw what is the principle that runs right down through the
scriptures and right down thrcugh history itself ¥c keep God's
people separate from those primeiples that stand cut so clearly

in & conCrete way in Babylon, ancieni and mcdern. Tc save them

selfishness, To save themfrom pride. Pride goeth befcrs a fall.
Tc sa¥s them from athelem, and sspecially that atheism that
pute one's self in place of God. That is Babylon.

Now from that time on, hsre we have these twc principles.
Godfs geing to build a nation. Ycu see 1t here in Genesis 13/
That principle runs clear through the seriptureé, and we find
it cleaxr down tc the end. What does Petsr ssy? "Ye are an holy
nation."” And that is way this side of the extimoticn of the
Jews, it is aftai thay ceased to be as a nation what they were
from the firat. It is the ochurch, and yet God speaks of that

as sn holy nation, because he 12 s%ill werking ocut his purpces,



a 22 ' /20 A150

How what are the principles tc be applied? geparation from
ths world. Salvation from those vital destructive principles,
gelfishness, pride, atheism, to be a sepaTate nation, & people
for God's own pusposss. That ie that word %peculiar, * you know.
The word is changed entirely in its meaning. Kot peculiar in the
sense that they ars odd, the idea 1is that of possession, a psople

for God's own possession,and he will work his plan out in this

possession Tight down through the whoie course of history and
build a nation on that basis. _ ‘

Psalm 147:20: He will do this with his own ¢ people, and
that is what we muet keep in the foreground. ®He hath not dealt
g0 ¥ith any nation.* Now I make thet s fundamental idea. He is
going %o build a nation. We may go through the scripturs on
that basis. It is different from any other nation. ®He hath
not dealt 20 with any nation,® g0 I take that as a fundamental
principls. BHe is.going to maXe a nation. He will deal with that
nation in a different way than any other nation. He will deal
with them as his own possession, peouliar; chosen from the iorld.
And in his dealing with them he will reveal to them that which
will save them from pride, selfishness, atheism, make them hig
own people to reveal hie own character.

So again, psalms 105. These are principles, I think it

ie worth while to lay down. While it may seem that I ax just

preaching a sermon, I am trying to lay down principles which
ghould be an aotual guide to us in our reading, our teaching,

our studying, and our preaching.
Fourth verse: 2Seek ye Jehovah and his strength; seek his

face evermore. Remember his marvellous worke that he hath domm,
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his wondere, and the judzments of his mouth. , O ye seed of Abra-
haz his servant, ye children of Jacob, his chosen ones. He is
Jehovsh our God: His judgments are in 31l tﬁe earth. He hath
remembered bis covenant for ever, the word which he commanded

40 a thousand generations. The covenant which he made with Abrahmm,
and his oath unto Isaao, and oconfirmed the same unto Jacodb for

a statute, to Israel for an everlasting covenant, saying, Unto

thee will I give the land of Canazan, the lot of your inheritance;
when they were but a few men in number, yea, very few, and éo-
Journers in it. And they went about from nation to ration, froa
one kingdom to ancther people. He suffdred no man tdé do them
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same as when he said of Oyrus, I will do this fcr my people
Isrsel's sake.

But you observe it goes right back to Abraham. RNow I referrm &
to Genesis 12:1~3, but you want to inolude the seventh verse also.
*Unto thy ssed will I give this land.® Separaticn froam Babylen,
called out, separate frcm all the principles of Babylon, in order
t0 inherit a new oountry, which is the new earth. But you observe
the proumise was not to Abraham ae a person, but to Abraham's
seed, and who ie Abrahamte seed? Christ. Thén }cu start right
here, and the very foundation of the whole thing, separation from
the world, called ou% from all that is of the worlid, to build

thy
a nation, and to #2a¥% seed will I give the landg. That is, that

e
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Hew to apply that principle from the time cf Atraham %o
today, that God is working out his purpose $o keep them separate

from Babylon and bring them to that promised iand, that is, when
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civil history?

PRESCOTT: Yes and no. It saysa that in the schools of the
prophets sacred history was one of the themea. I believe that
in our dealing with history, first and foremost, no matter
what kind you give, it should be to spply these pringciples.

Now you take students that will naver go beyond the twelfth
grade. You think of that. There is where they stop in thelr
education. KNow ars We to legve them ignorant of these things?
You remember the suggestion for requirement for ordination

was fourteen grades. Kow many of them nevsr go beyond the
;ion] says
4/5 of them séop thers. Well then, these things must be

glven them in acadenmic gradss if they ever get them. If we
wait for a college ocourss, 4/5 of them go out without getting
these things. Therefore I say these things ahould‘be applied
in scademic teaching. Of courss when you oome to college work,
You can go deeper and strongar, but I believe these principles
gshould be laid down in scadsmie work. What do you think of it?



