
Lest the earth swallow us up also. And there came out a fire 

from the LORD, and consumed the two hundred and fifty men 

that offered incense.” 

 God holds his people, as a body, responsible for sins existing 

in individuals among them. {RH, June 8, 1886 par. 7}   

 The history of Achan teaches the solemn lesson, that for one 

man's sin, the displeasure of God will rest upon a people or a 

nation till the transgression is searched out and punished. {ST, 

April 21, 1881 par. 17}   
 The headquarters of our church, affect the whole body of be-

lievers. {4T 210.4}   

 We are just as accountable for evils that we might have 

checked in others, by reproof, by warning, by exercise of pa-

rental or pastoral authority, as if we were guilty of the acts 

ourselves.  {GW92 83.2} 

Ezekiel 14:20  “Though Noah, Daniel, and Job, were in it, as I 

live, saith the Lord GOD, they shall deliver neither son nor 

daughter; they shall but deliver their own souls by their right-

eousness.” 

Exodus 23:2  “Thou shalt not follow a multitude to do evil;” 

“This world is a training-school, and the great object of life 

should be to obtain a fitness for those glorious mansions that  

Jesus has gone to prepare. Let us remember that this work of 

preparation is an individual work. We are not saved in groups. 

The purity and devotion of one will not offset the want of these 

qualities in another. Each case must bear individual inspection. 

Each of us must be tested, and found without spot or wrinkle or 

any such thing.”  {ST, May 29, 1884 par. 2}   

 
 

 

STAND ALONE 

  Paul was compelled to stand alone, looking constantly to 

God, and obtaining his orders from him. He was to make 

no concessions. The burden was heavy, but he brought free-

dom to the churches. It was no longer considered duty to 

teach and practice painful rites.  {GCB, October 1, 1897 par. 9}   

 Let the workers stand alone in God, weeping, praying, la-

boring, for the salvation of their fellowmen. {RH, May 15, 1888 

par. 14} 

 We must learn to stand alone and depend wholly upon God. 
{EW 105.2} 

 They should be taught that unless they can stand alone, 

without a minister, they need to be converted anew, and 

baptized anew.--Manuscript 150, 1901.  {Ev 381.4}   

 You now have a double responsibility because your hus-

band has turned his face away from Jesus... I know it must 

be a great grief for you to stand alone, as far as the doing of 

the word is concerned. {AH 350.1, 2} 

 Luther wrote: “I feel more and more every day how diffi-

cult it is to lay aside the scruples which one has imbibed in 

childhood. Oh, how much pain it cost me, though I had the 

Scriptures on my side, to justify it to myself that I should 

dare to make a stand alone against the pope, and hold him 

forth as antichrist! {GC88 143.1} 
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We are corporately responsible for the sins of those we church with from the leaders, to 

those who profess, but don’t live the truth. “A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump.” 

Galatians 5:9   
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 It does not seem possible to us now that any should have to 

stand alone; but if God has ever spoken by me, the time will 

come when we shall be brought before councils and before 

thousands for his name's sake, and each one will have to give 

the reason of his faith. Then will come the severest criticism 

upon every position that has been taken for the truth. We 

need, then, to study the word of God, that we may know why 

we believe the doctrines we advocate. We must critically 

search the living oracles of Jehovah.  {RH, December 18, 1888 par. 12}  

 A religion that bears a living testimony in favor of holiness, 

and that rebukes pride, selfishness, avarice, and fashionable 

sins, will be hated by the world and by superficial Christians.  
{YI, May 28, 1884 par. 4}   

 Marvel not, then, my youthful Christian friends, if the world 

hates you; for it hated your Master before you. When you 

suffer reproach and persecution, you are in excellent com-

pany; for Jesus endured it all, and much more. If you are 

faithful sentinels for God, these things are a compliment to 

you. It is the heroic souls, who will be true if they stand 

alone, who will win the imperishable crown.  {YI, May 28, 1884 par. 

4}   

 None can afford, by unwise actions, even to seem to sanction 

wrong-doing. There is a heaven to win, and a hell to shun. In 

large churches of believers,… there is a special danger of 

lowering the standard. Where many are gathered in one place, 

some are more liable to grow careless and indifferent than 

they would be if isolated and made to stand alone. {NPU Gleaner, 

March 9, 1910 par. 10}  
 Dare to be a Daniel. Dare to stand alone. Thus, as did Moses, 

you will endure the seeing of Him who is invisible. But a 

cowardly and silent reserve before evil associates, while you 

listen to their devices, makes you one with them. "Come out 

from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and 

touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you, and will 

be a father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, 

saith the Lord Almighty."  {RH, May 9, 1899 par. 19}   

RESULTS OF GROUP THINK 

 Numbers 16:2, 3, 20-28, 31-35 “And they rose up before 

Moses, with certain of the children of Israel, two hundred and 

fifty princes of the assembly, famous in the congregation, men 

of renown: And they gathered themselves together against 

Moses and against Aaron, and said unto them, Ye take too 

much upon you, seeing all the congregation are holy, every 

one of them, and the LORD is among them: wherefore then 

lift ye up yourselves above the congregation of the LORD? 

And the LORD spake unto Moses and unto Aaron, saying, 

Separate yourselves from among this congregation, that I 

may consume them in a moment. And they fell upon their 

faces, and said, O God, the God of the spirits of all flesh, 

shall one man sin, and wilt thou be wroth with all the congre-

gation? And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,   Speak 

unto the congregation, saying, Get you up from about the tab-

ernacle of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram. And Moses rose up 

and went unto Dathan and Abiram; and the elders of Israel 

followed him. And he spake unto the congregation, saying, 

Depart, I pray you, from the tents of these wicked men, and 

touch nothing of theirs, lest ye be consumed in all their sins. 

So they gat up from the tabernacle of Korah, Dathan, and 

Abiram, on every side: and Dathan and Abiram came out, 

and stood in the door of their tents, and their wives, and their 

sons, and their little children. And Moses said, Hereby ye 

shall know that the LORD hath sent me to do all these works; 

for I have not done them of mine own mind.   And it came to 

pass, as he had made an end of speaking all these words, that 

the ground clave asunder that was under them: And the earth 

opened her mouth, and swallowed them up, and their houses, 

and all the men that appertained unto Korah, and all their 

goods. They, and all that appertained to them, went down 

alive into the pit, and the earth closed upon them: and they 

perished from among the congregation. And all Israel that 

were round about them fled at the cry of them: for they said, 


