
 

Is  there  

 Apostasy ? 

APOS'TASY, n. [Gr. a defection, to depart.] 

1. An abandonment of what one has professed;  

Webster's 1828 Dictionary 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The Message to the Laodiceans. – “God is leading out a 

people. He has a chosen people, a church on the earth, 

whom He has made the depositaries of His law. He has 

committed to them sacred trust and eternal truth to be given 

to the world. He would reprove and correct them. The mes-

sage to the Laodiceans is applicable to Seventh-day Advent-

ists who have had great light and have not walked in the 

light. It is those who have made great profession, but have 

not kept in step with their Leader, that will be spewed out 

of His mouth unless they repent.”  
Manuscript Releases Vol. 1 pr 3 Pg 360 

“Jerusalem is a representa-

tion of what the church will be if it 

refuses to receive and walk in the 

light that God had given. Jerusa-

lem was favored of God as the de-

pository of sacred trusts. But her 

people perverted the truth, and de-

spised all entreaties and warnings. 

They would not respect His coun-

sels. The temple courts were per-

verted with merchandise and rob-

bery. Selfishness and love of 

mammon, envy and strife, were 

cherished. Everyone sought for 

gain from his quarter. Christ 

turned from them, saying, O Jeru-

salem, Jerusalem, how can I give 

thee up? "How often would I have 

Gathered thy children together, 

even as a hen gathereth her chick-

ens under her wings, and ye would 

not." So Christ sorrows and weeps 

over our churches, over our insti-

tutions of learning, that have failed 

to meet the demand of God. . . .” 

Notebook Leaflets from the 

Elmshaven Library Vol. 1 p. 20 



 

    “Many who profess to be looking for the speedy coming of Christ, are becoming conformed to this 

world, and seek more earnestly the applause of those around them, than the approbation of God. They 

are cold and formal, like the nominal church, that they but a short time since separated from. The 

words addressed to the Laodicean Church, describe their present condition perfectly. See Revelation 

3:14-20. They are "neither cold nor hot," but "lukewarm." And unless they heed the counsel of the 

"faithful and True Witness," and zealously repent, and obtain "gold tried in the fire," "white rai-

ment," and "eye-salve," he will spue them out of his mouth.”  Review and Sabbath Herald, June 10, 1852 

JANUARY 26, 1956 

“The church is God's fortress, His city of refuge, 

which He holds in a revolted world. Any betrayal of 

the church is treachery to Him who has bought man-

kind with the blood of His only-begotten Son. From 

the beginning, faithful souls have constituted the 

church on earth.” Acts of the Apostles p. 11  



 

“Again and again these brethren came together to study the Bible, in order that they might 

know its meaning, and be prepared to teach it with power. When they came to the point in their 

study where they said, "We can do nothing more," the Spirit of the Lord would come upon me, 

I would be taken off in vision, and a clear explanation of the passages we had been studying 

would be given me, with instruction as to how we were to labor and teach effectively. Thus 

light was given that helped us to understand the scriptures in regard to Christ, His mission, and 

His priesthood.” Selected Messages Vol. 1 p. 206, 207 

“Surely the Lord GOD will do nothing, but he revealeth his se-

cret unto his servants the prophets.” Amos 3:7 



 

“Jesus alone could give security to God; for 

He was equal to God. He alone could be a 

mediator between God and man;”  
Review & Herald April 3, 1894   

“For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, 

the man Christ Jesus.” 1 Timothy 2:5.  



 

Ministers 

 "We have not a high priest"--master teacher, for the priests were teachers--"we 

have not a high priest that cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; 

but One that hath been in all points tempted like as we are." Hebrews 4:15, R.V.                                                             

Education p.78   

     “In our efforts for salvation, we are accountable 

only to God. Forgiveness for our sins is possible 

only because of the atoning sacrifice of Jesus. He 

died for us; and this has linked us to God in contin-

ual dependence. Those who desire forgiveness must 

present their prayers to God, trusting in the merits of 

Jesus Christ, the only mediator between God and 

man. Their confessions must not be given through 

any human channel, as priest or pope;” 

 Signs of the Times, April 1, 1897 



 

SDA 
Catholic 

SDA 
Catholic 

 “Romanism is now regarded by 

Protestants with far greater favor 

than in former years. In those 

countries where Catholicism is 

not in the ascendancy, and the pa-

pists are taking a conciliatory 

course in order to gain influence, 

there is an increasing indifference 

concerning the doctrines that 

separate the reformed churches 

from the papal hierarchy; the 

opinion is gaining ground that, 

after all, we do not differ so 

widely upon vital points as has 

been supposed, and that a little 

concession on our part will bring 

us into a better understanding 

with Rome. The time was when 

Protestants placed a high value 

upon the liberty of conscience 

which had been so dearly pur-

chased. They taught their children 

to abhor popery and held that to 

seek harmony with Rome would 

be disloyalty to God. But how 

widely different are the senti-

ments now expressed!”   

Great Controversy p. 563   



 

Pope SDA’s  



 

    “I have been shown that the spirit o
f the world 

is fast leavening the church. You are following 

the same path as did ancient Israel. There is th
e 

same falling away from your holy calling as 

God's peculiar people. You are having fellowship 

with the unfruitful works of darkness. Y
our con-

cord with unbelievers has provoked the Lord's 

displeasure.”  
Testim

onies for the Church Vol. 5 p.75 

“Be ye not unequally yoked together 

with unbelievers: for what fellowship 

hath righteousness with unrighteous-

ness? and what communion hath light 

with darkness? And what concord hath 

Christ with Belial? or what part hath he 

that believeth with an infidel? And 

what agreement hath the temple of God 

with idols? for ye are the temple of the 

living God; as God hath said, I will 

dwell in them, and walk in them; and I 

will be their God, and they shall be my 

people. Wherefore come out from 

among them, and be ye separate, saith 

the Lord, and touch not the unclean 

thing; and I will receive you,”  

2 Corinthians 6:14-17 



 

 "Have no fellowship with the unfruitful 

works of darkness, but rather reprove them." 

 Ephesians 5:11 

“Babylon is also charged with the sin of unlawful connection with "the kings of the earth." It 

was by departure from the Lord, and alliance with the heathen, that the Jewish church became a 

harlot; and Rome, corrupting herself in like manner by seeking the support of worldly powers, 

receives a like condemnation. Babylon is said to be "the mother of harlots." By her daughters 

must be symbolized churches that cling to her doctrines and traditions, and follow her example 

of sacrificing the truth and the approval of God, in order to form an unlawful alliance with the 

world. The message of Revelation 14, announcing the fall of Babylon must apply to religious 

bodies that were once pure and have become corrupt.”  Great Controversy (1911) p. 382 



 



 

 "And He called to the man clothed with linen, which had the writer's inkhorn by his side; and the 

Lord said unto him, Go through the midst of the city, through the midst of Jerusalem, and set a mark 

upon the foreheads of the men that sigh and that cry for all the abominations that be done in the midst 

thereof. And to the others He said in mine hearing, Go ye after him through the city, and smite: let not 

your eye spare, neither have ye pity: slay utterly old and young, both maids, and little children, and 

women: but come not near any man upon whom is the mark; and begin at My sanctuary. Then they 

began at the ancient men which were before the house." Ezekiel 9:1, 3-6 



 

 “In the General Conference the counsels o
f G

od have been set 

aside, and the counsels and wisdom of men have been relied 

upon. God has seen this, 
and He is displeased. The General 

Conference--w
hat is

 it?
 what does it

 comprehend? Is 
it a

 Gen-

eral C
onference, or is

 it 
something wrapped up and called by 

that name? …
. M

y spirit 
was pained within me, fo

r I 
had lost 

confidence in that which I h
ad ever presented before the people 

as th
e voice of G

od to His c
hildren. It 

has not been the 

voice of God. There has been a lording power exercised over 

God's herita
ge in decisio

ns which were not dictated by the 

Spirit 
of G

od… W
e cannot th

erefore present before the people 

that th
e voice of th

e General C
onference in its

 decisio
ns m

ust 

move and control them; for its 
propositi

ons and decisio
ns 

cannot b
e accepted. They are not in

 the rig
ht lin

e of progress. 

God is c
ropped out of th

eir c
ounsels.”  

Writte
n 1898 Manuscript Releases Volume Seventeen -PG- 221 



 

“Christ says, "But I say unto you, It shall be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at 

the day of judgment, than for you. And thou, Capernaum [Seventh-day Adventists, 

who have had great light], which art exalted unto heaven [in point of privilege], 

shalt be brought down to hell: for if the mighty works, which have been done in 

thee, had been done in Sodom, it would have remained until this day. But I say 

unto you, That it shall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom in the day of judg-

ment, than for thee."” 

Review & Herald, August 1, 1893 



 

Titus 2:15  “These things speak, and exhort, and 

rebuke with all authority. Let no man despise 

thee.”  

Titus 1:13  “This witness is true. Wherefore re-

buke them sharply, that they may be sound in the 

faith.” 

 “And as it was then so it is today. Men boast of the wonderful pro-

gress and enlightenment of the age, but God sees the earth filled 

with guilt and violence. Men declare that the law of God has been 

abrogated, that the Bible is not authentic; and as a result, a tide of 

evil, such as has seldom been seen since the days of Noah and the 

days of apostate Israel, is sweeping over the world.” 

 Review & Herald, February 26, 1914    



 

“God has a church. It is not the great cathedral, neither is it the 

national establishment, neither is it the various denominations; it 

is the people who love God and keep His commandments. 

"Where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am 

I in the midst of them"  (Matthew 18:20). Where Christ is even 

among the humble few, this is Christ's church, for the pres-

ence of the High and Holy One who inhabiteth eternity can alone 

constitute a church.”   
Upward Look 315   

“Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and 

the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.  

John 14:6   



 

 “Are not the symptoms of decay and declension painfully visible in the 

midst of the Christian churches of today? Spiritual death has come upon 

the people that should be manifesting life and zeal, purity and consecra-

tion, by the most earnest devotion to the cause of truth. The facts con-

cerning the real condition of the professed people of God, speak more 

loudly than their profession, and make it evident that some power has cut 

the cable that anchored them to the Eternal Rock, and that they are drift-

ing away to sea, without chart or compass.”   
Review & Herald, July 24, 1888 

 “I lately read of a noble ship that was plowing its way across the sea, when at midnight, with a terrific 

crash, it struck upon a rock; the passengers were awakened only to see with horror their hopeless con-

dition, and with the ship they sank to rise no more. The man at the helm had mistaken the beacon 

light, and hundreds of souls were at a moment's warning launched into eternity. If we present a phase 

of character that misrepresents Christ, we present a false light, and souls will surely be misled by our 

example.”  Selected Messages vol. 2 p. 128 



 

     
“In the commissi

on to his d
isciples, C

hrist
 not only outlin

ed their w
ork, but 

gave them their m
essage. Teach the people, he said, "to

 observe all th
ings w

hat-

soever I 
have commanded you." The disciples w

ere to teach what C
hrist

 had 

taught. T
hat w

hich he had spoken, not only in person, but th
rough all th

e proph-

ets a
nd teachers o

f th
e Old Testament, is

 here included. Human teaching is s
hut 

out. T
here is 

no place for tr
aditio

n, fo
r m

an's th
eories and conclusions, o

r fo
r 

church legisla
tion. N

o laws ordained by ecclesiastic
al authority

 are included in 

the commissi
on. N

one of th
ese are Christ

's s
ervants t

o teach. "T
he law and the 

prophets,"
 with the record of his o

wn words and deeds, a
re the tre

asure commit-

ted to the disciples to
 be given to the world. Christ

's n
ame is 

their w
atchword, 

their b
adge of distin

ction, th
eir b

ond of union, th
e authority

 for th
eir c

ourse of 

action, and the so
urce of th

eir s
uccess. 

Nothing that does n
ot bear his s

uper-

scription is t
o be recognized in his k

ingdom.”   Review & Herald, October 9, 1913  



 

“After the saints are changed to immortality, and are 

caught up together, and receive their harps, crowns, &c., 

and enter the Holy City, Jesus and the saints set in judg-

ment. The books are opened, the book of life and the book 

of death; the book of life contains the good deeds of the 

saints, and the book of death contains the evil deeds of the 

wicked. These books were compared with the Statute 

book, the Bible, and according to that they were judged.”  

Review & Herald, November 1, 1850 

“Then let none of us entertain the thought that it is of little mo-

ment whether we heed the commandments of God, or pass 

them by with indifference. When the great books of Judgment 

are opened, and the motives of every heart are laid bare, there 

will be no excuse for those who trifle with God's plain words. 

"The wages of sin is death." This is the awful and inevitable 

sentence pronounced upon the transgressor. But the righteous 

shall enter into life. Says the Son of God, "Blessed are they that 

do his commandments, that they may have the right to the tree 

of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city."” 

  Signs of the Times, January 6, 1888  



 

“If the light of truth has been presented to you, revealing the 

Sabbath of the fourth commandment, and showing that there is 

no foundation in the Word of God for Sunday observance, and 

yet you still cling to the false sabbath, refusing to keep holy the 

Sabbath which God calls "My holy day," you receive the mark 

of the beast. When does this take place? When you obey the 

decree that commands you to cease from labor on Sunday and 

worship God, while you know that there is not a word in the 

Bible showing Sunday to be other than a common working day, 

you consent to receive the mark of the beast, and refuse the seal 

of God.” Review and Herald, July 13, 1897 



 

  

“For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with 

the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like 

as we are, yet without sin.”  

Hebrews 4:15   

“For what the law could not do, in that it w
as weak 

through the flesh, God sending his own Son in the 

likeness of sin
ful fle

sh, and for sin
, condemned sin 

in the flesh:” 

Romans 8:3 



 

 “The church that holds to the word of God is irreconcila-

bly separated from Rome. Protestants were once thus 

apart from this great church of apostasy, but they have 

approached more nearly to her, and are still in the path of 

reconciliation to the Church of Rome. Rome never 

changes. Her principles have not altered in the least. She 

has not lessened the breach between herself and Protes-

tants; they have done all the advancing. But what does this 

argue for the Protestantism of this day? It is the rejection 

of Bible truth which makes men approach to infidelity. It 

is a backsliding church that lessens the distance between 

itself and the Papacy.”   
Signs of the Times, February 19, 1894 



 



 

Popery is the perversion of church authority
 into mental ty

ranny. 

Life of Foxes and the Church Vol. 1 Pg 201 



 

“The light which the Lord has given me on this subject, 

is that the means in the treasury for the support of the 

ministers in the different fields is not to be used for any 

other purpose… They are withdrawing the tithe for 

other expenses,--to keep up the meeting-house necessi-

ties or some charity. God is not glorified in any such 

work. We have to raise our voice against this kind of 

management... Those who have used the tithe-money 

to supply the common necessities of the house of God, 

have taken the money that should go to sustain minis-

ters in doing his work, in preparing the way for Christ's 

second appearing. Just as surely as you do this work, 

you misapply the resources which God has told you to 

retain in his treasure-house, that it may be full, to be 

used in his service...From those who do this, the bless-

ing of the Lord will be removed.”  

Special Testimonies Series A#10  p. 18, 19, 21 



 

 

 “ In order for the United States to form 

an image of the beast, the religious 

power must so control the civil govern-

ment that the authority of the state will 

also be employed by the church to ac-

complish her own ends.   

     Whenever the church has obtained 

secular power, she has employed it to 

punish dissent from her doctrines. Prot-

estant churches that have followed in 

the steps of Rome by forming alliance 

with worldly powers have manifested a 

similar desire to restrict liberty of con-

science.” 
Great Controversy (1911) p. 443  

“In the movements now in progress in the United 

States to secure for the institutions and usages of the 

church the support of the state, Protestants are fol-

lowing in the steps of papists. Nay, more, they are 

opening the door for the papacy to regain in Protes-

tant America the supremacy which she has lost in 

the Old World.” 
Great Controversy (1911) p. 573 

     “When the early church became corrupted by de-

parting from the simplicity of the gospel and accepting 

heathen rites and customs, she lost the Spirit and 

power of God; and in order to control the consciences 

of the people, she sought the support of the secular 

power. The result was the papacy, a church that con-

trolled the power of the state, and employed it to fur-

ther her own ends, especially for the punishment of 

"heresy." In order for the United States to form an im-

age of the beast, the religious power must so control 

the civil government that the authority of the state will 

also be employed by the church to accomplish her 

own ends. . . . ” Last Day Events p. 228  
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On Religious Liberty, Adventists Join Hands With 

Catholics  
15 January 2012 | Ron Osborn 

 

In a landmark decision handed down on January 11, the 

U.S. Supreme Court unanimously ruled that church employ-

ees do not have the right to sue the religious institutions that 

hire them under Federal workplace anti-discrimination laws. 

The lawyers at the Office of General Counsel for the Sev-

enth-day Adventist Church hailed the decision as a triumph 

for religious liberty. In a statement published by the Advent-

ist Review, church officials expressed their pleasure. 

The General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists wel-

comed the court’s unanimous decision. As one of many 

religious organizations that filed friend of the court briefs in 

support of the Lutheran run church school, we are pleased 

with the outcome. For the Adventist Church in the United 

States this means courts will not be second-guessing the 

hiring and firing of our pastors and teachers. No longer can the church be hauled into court when it dis-

misses a pastor or teacher for immoral conduct or straying from the teachings of the church. Rather, the 

church is free to make these decisions without fear that a secular judge and jury will decide it 

was instead pretext for an improper motive…. 

“Our land is in
 jeopardy. The time is drawing on when its le

gislators shall so abjure the principles of 

Protestantism as to give countenance to Romish apostasy. The people for whom God has so marvel-

ously wrought, strengthening them to throw off the galling yoke of popery, will by a national act give 

vigor to the corrupt faith of Rome, and thus arouse the tyranny which only waits for a touch to start 

again into cruelty and despotism. With rapid steps are we already approaching this period. When Prot-

estant churches shall seek the support of the secular power, thus following the example of that apos-

tate church, for opposing which their ancestors endured the fiercest persecution, then will there be a 

national apostasy which will end only in national ruin.” 4 Spirit of Prophecy p. 410 

http://spectrummagazine.org/
http://spectrummagazine.org/blog
http://spectrummagazine.org/authors/ron-osborn
http://www.adventistreview.org/article.php?id=5043
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http://spectrummagazine.org/event/2012-adventist-forum-conference-%E2%80%93-new-directions-adventist-spirituality
http://spectrummagazine.org/


 

 “Almost every century furnishes examples of what bigotry and malice can do under a plea of 

serving God by protecting the rights of Church and State. Protestant churches that have fol-

lowed in the steps of Rome by forming alliance with worldly powers have manifested a similar 

desire to restrict liberty of conscience... Persecution always follows religious favoritism on the 

part of secular governments.” 
 Spirit of Prophecy Vol. 4 p. 278  

“Romanism in the Old World and apostate Protestantism in the 

New will pursue a similar course toward those who honor all the 

divine precepts.”                                    Great Controversy 1911 p. 615  

“Angels were sent to aid the mighty angel from heaven, and I heard voices which 

seemed to sound every where, Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of 

her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues; for her sins have reached unto heaven, 

and God hath remembered her iniquities. This message seemed to be an addition to 

the third message, and joined it,.. the last solemn warning, proclaiming the fall of 

Babylon, and calling upon God's people to come out of her; that they might escape her 

fearful doom… The light that was shed upon the waiting ones penetrated every where, 

and those who had any light in the churches, who had not heard and rejected the three 

messages, answered to the call, and left the fallen churches…  Some chose life, and 

took their stand with those looking for their Lord, and keeping all his commandments. 

The third message was to do its work; all were to be tested upon it, and the precious 

ones were to be called out from the religious bodies.” 
Spiritual Gifts Vol. 4  p. 195 

The Question that Changed My Life 
A number of years ago, I had the privilege of teaching at a school of ministry. My students were hungry for 

God, and I was constantly searching for ways to challenge them to fall more in love with Jesus and to become 

voices for revival in the Church. I came across a quote attributed most often to Rev. Sam Pascoe. It is a short 

version of the history of Christianity, and it goes like this: 
 

Christianity started in Palestine as a fellowship; 

 it moved to Greece and became a philosophy;  

it moved to Italy and became an institution;  

it moved to Europe and became a culture;  

it came to America and became an enterprise. 

 

Some of the students were only 18 or 19 years old–barely out of diapers–and I wanted them to understand and 

appreciate the import of the last line, so I clarified it by adding, “An enterprise. That’s a business.” After a few 

moments Martha, the youngest student in the class, raised her hand. I could not imagine what her question 

might be. I thought the little vignette was self-explanatory, and that I had performed it brilliantly. Neverthe-

less, I acknowledged Martha’s raised hand, “Yes, Martha.” She asked such a simple question, “A business? 

But isn’t it supposed to be a body?” I could not envision where this line of questioning was going, and the 

only response I could think of was, “Yes.” She continued, “But when a body becomes a business, isn’t that a 

prostitute?”  



 

YOUR THOUGHTS BECOME YOUR DESTINYYOUR THOUGHTS BECOME YOUR DESTINY  
 

Watch your thoughts for they become your words, 

Choose your words for they become your actions, 

Understand your actions for they become your habits, 

Study your habits for they will become your character, 

Develop your character for it will become your DESTINY  
 

“Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge  

of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ” 

2 Corinthians 10:5   
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