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IN TEE BUNSHINE OF TIK CROSS.

WILL €. DALTRY.
(Hattle Oreek, Jieh)

o0 the snnay

avk hot in the shisfow of gross: but
ll&’meamm-n may shilne
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Ito yonr heors — Teatmony, Ool, 25,

If there s rest within the shatow of the eross of Cale
YAry,

How muafi moere within the sunsblne |s thero rest
for you and me!

How much beighter is the suoshine, with (s beams
so fall of lite,

Than is any darkeneal shulow, with (ts worry, toll,
and strife!

Why not live within tho senshing, in its warm and
tencer light?

Why stay ever ‘neath the shadow, with it dark and

gloomy night?

Why not rise and sentter sunlight. gaiding pilgrima
on thelr way?

You may lead some proping steamgper from the dark-
ness fnt) day.

Turn your fsce ap to the sunlight, sad with Josus

eor nhide;

Chzxist Is not within the shadow — he is on e sther
gide,

Iu his love so warm and tendor, making sunshine

every where,
Lot us dwell 50 close boskde him there ean be no
sludow Chere,

Hleat no looger, then, my brother, fu the alisdow of
the orass,

But step ont into the sunshing; tot its boams not suf-
for boss:

Let the light diupel the darkness that hua long beon
la your way:

’Gnthvﬁuu shudows bring the night-4imo; let s dwell
within tl

WORDS 0F WARNING.

Mus, K, 9. WHITE,

Wuxs Ohrist sent forth the twelve, he
warned them of the pereccution they would
rocoive for his sske, ¢ Behold,” be sald, ¢ 1
send you forth a4 eheop in the midas of wolves:
be ye therefore wise as sorpents, and barmless
as doves, But boware of men: for they will
deliver you up to the conncils, und thoy will
HOO! you in their synagogues.” They
will do this while the apsmmmly wish yon to
regard thom as your fri By the docoptive
attitude which thoy sssmme to retain your con-
‘ﬁ(lem:c, they will betray yon. They hide the
spirit of the wolf under the appearance of the
sheep.  Their lips may speak words as smooth
as oil, but the poison of asps is under their
tongues.

The trath of Christ's words was verified in
tho caso of Lavarus.  Those who witnessod the
resnrroction of Lazarns wero unable to keep

silenco; the mirmclo was the burden of tho
conversation of thonsands. God designed that
there should be witnesses to give publicity to
this, Christ’s crowning miracle. At the feast
of the Passover, many were drawn from their
homes to woo and hear Jesuvs, ¢ And they
came 7ot for Jesns' sake only, bat that they
might see Laxzarns alvo, whom he had raised
from the dead.” Many of the Jews went away,
and belleved on Jesus, Those who saw Lazarus
told others, and thus the news spread. Buch
s thing had never before beon heard of.  That
he who had boon cut off from among the liv-
ing, now stood smong them with the love of
Gaod expressed in his face, wan the mubjoct on
all lips.

¢ The I"barisces thereforo said among them-
selves, Percoive yo how yo prevaill nothing?
behold, the world is gone after him."” The
ovidencos of the resurrection of Lazarns wore
8o clear that tho rulers conld not resist them:
neither ecould they frame their falsehoods go
long as he stood to bear testimony aguinst thom.
All the false statoments of the priests and
ralors, afl their hatred and jealousy, could not
draw the poople to thom ws long as Lararne
was living to suy: He spoke, and 1 was re-
loasod from the bonds of death. T live; yet
not E, but Cheist liveth in me.” The =ame
omnipotent power that madoe the world hue
conquered death, And a8 long as Lararus
lived, his testimony eould not be silenced,

4 The chief priests consultod that they might
put Lazarus also to death; becanse that by res-
gon of him many of the Jewe went away, and
belioved on Jesus.”  As thoy had Iaid their
ﬁlmu to kill Josus, g0 they consulted together

ow they might, in some secret manner, em-
ploy men to rid tham of the prosence of Laze-
rus.  If ho were removed, they thought, they
could more essily sccomplish the death of
Christ.  When men open tho door of the heart
to lot Satan in as their guest, they follow his
promptings, and let unbelief bear awsy. Thoy
misinterpret and misapply the Seriptures; for
thoy rend the Word in the light of their awn
pervorted imagination. While they put on an
?pmmlce of sanctity, and profess to bo doing
the scrvico of God, there iz no end to the
crimes they will commit if circumstances bat
favor them,

“¢ And yo shall be brought before governors
und kings for my sake,” Christ eontinved, #¢for
& testimony against them und the Gentiles,
But when they deliver you up, take no thought
[be not snxions] how or what ye whall sponk:
for it shall be given you in that ssmo hour
what ye sball spesk.”

From the burning bush the Lond reproved
Moses for unbolief whon be pleaded hie inabil-
ity to speak.  ¢¢ Who hath made mun’s mouth ¥
he said, *or who maketh tho dumb, or desf,
or the weeing, or the blind? have not I the
Lord? Now therefore go, und I will be with
thy mouth, and teach thee what thou shalt
way.”  When the word of the Lord camo to
Joremiah, he eaid, +¢ Al, Lord God! behold, 1
can not gpeak: for T am a child,” But the
Lord said to him: “ 8ay not, 1 am & child: for

thou sbalt go to all that I shall send thee, and
whatsoever I commznd thee thou shalt speak.
Be not afraid of their faces: for [ am with thee
to deliver thee, saith the Lord.”

The sume God who gave his messages to
Moses and Jereminh wilfg}ivo kis word to his
witnessas in this generstion. ¢ For it is not
ye that speak,' Christ declares, ‘<but she’
Spirit of your Father which speaketh in you.™
This word of the TLord has been verified in all
ages, and it will be vorified to the close of
time in all who hold the beginning of their
confidence firm unto the end.  The most pow-
erful testimony will bo given in defense of the
faith once delivered to the =aints, The Holy
Spirit s close beside those who are called to
witness for truth and righteousness.  He orders
the teatimony that is borne before earthly su-
thorities, that the glorlous truth may appoar.

The history of Judas s written for our learmn-
ing. Ho was n botrayor of sacrod trusts.  He
had an opportunity to become converted, Leart
and soul, to Christ. The Saviour bore long
with his perversity and defocts of charactor,
He gave no perzonal rebuke; he dealt with
him by revealing principles of righteouenees.
But this was not enough. Before he left his
disciples, ho desired thom to know the true
character of Judas, und he reproved him for
his eovetonsness in robuking Mary for hor use
of the ointment.

Christ washed the feet of Judas. This was
the timo for Judas to confess his sin, and ask
the forgiveness of Christ, Thls was his oppor-
tunity to nocept Christ, or to shut the door of
his howrt against the light. The promptings
of the Spirit wore represscid.  Judsa of
tho brokon body and spilled blood of hiz Lord,
and wont out from the table to betray his Mas-
ter. He wonld not reecive counsel nor reproof;
he was determined to have his own way, to fol-
low his own impuises.

We have far groator light than Judas had.
We have a erucified, risen, and sscendod
Saviour, who over liveth to make intercession
for us. The Loed reveals to men their dangor,
and warne them to put sway all selflshness,
that they may have that faith which works by
love and purifiee the sonl. Yes, notwithstand-
ing this, Batan works npon humsn minds to do
as Judag did, The deadly, groveling pussions
that take posscesion of the heart in theso lsst
days, whon self once becomes lifted ap, bring
all kinds of avil. Those who sympathized
with Korah, Dathsn, snd Abiram in their apos-

tusy, Drought blight and death upon them-
] > e 5

enuse of Christ will be betmayed, Thowe who

ve b the light of truth, and have enjoyed
112 Bioumxu, bus who havo tamed WWRY Trom

it, will Bght down the Spirit of God. Inepirod
with & epirit from benenth, they will tear down

that which thoy onco built up, and shiow to all
Tousonubie, L1od-

be trusted, They may sy cigdun to triih_and
righteonsness, but their spirit and works will

tos thit tlicy aro betrayors of thear Lord,
n call the movin

of the Holy Spirit,
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o—steh : at they would have others

join them in standing apart.

But wait! the Laogiccan church is the last church
of the seven. There is no other. It is either that
church, or none. 1I God rejects this church, He has
no church in the earth; for, let it be repeated, there
15 no other church, there is no eighth church, there
is no “next” church. There are only seven churches,
and the Laodicean is the Jast. If that is spewed out,
God is without a church. Let there be no misunder-
standing about this. The Laodicean church, un-
worthy as it is, miserable, poor, blind, and naked, is
still God’s church, There is no other.

Someone may ask in perplexity: “But how can this
ber How can God’s church be in such a ro~"’
and still be God's church? Is r»-
somewhere? Does not 7 7
the church®"'

Ralher],
~, il to buy, is evidence
—wy to supply this need. It is also
—«wca that the message itself provides the very
things which they lack. The message that condemns
them, the message that rebukes them, also shows the

Y N

in carnal security tma

the opposite be stated, it won
ment. It is, therefore, best that the messag

just as it is, so that each may be on guard for himself,
and see to it that he does all that is required of him
by the Lord. As it is, each is given an opportunity
to make his calling and election sure. He is not
unduly exalted or discouraged, but is stimulated to
stretch every nerve to gain the coveted prize.

The Last Church Is to Triumph
While the individual is thus left to 'work out his

own salvation with fear and trembling, the case with
the Laodicean church, as a church, is different. The

it will go through triumphantly.

We have already

stated that there is no eighth church. The Laodicean

church here brought

to view as being in need of every-

thing, is the same church that will gain the victory
over every besetment and stand at last on the sea of
%{la.s's. victorious over even the beast and the image.

ev, 15:2.

The people are without guile, and God

Himself finds no Jault with them. They are faultless

gates of hell shall not prevail against it. The last

church will not be spewed out; it will not be rejected;
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even in the sight of
heeded the counsel

heaven. Rev. 14:5. They have
of the true \’\'im_css, the- *

reccived the eyesalve, they have *-
tried in the fire, they b~

provided fo-
it

—eugy cONstantly

regard. He is maki
hearts, and is effect
acter that angels
songs of praise,
erring human bein
monies,” Vol. VII,

God’s Love Le

| bery.  Selfishness and

- e Laodicean
" .osaken by the Lord, this

-« given us: “Enfeebled and defective,
to be warned and counseled, the
church is neverthelgee : S

“Jerusalem is a representa-
tion of what the church will be if it
refuses to receive and walk in the
light that God had given. Jerusa-
lem was favored of God as the de-
pository of sacred trusts. But her
people perverted the truth, and de-

il spised all entreaties and warnings.

They would not respect His coun-
sels. The temple courts were per-
verted with merchandise and rob-
love of

atiymammon, envy and strife, were

Let it be written 1
the consciousness of
carnest. The time |
for eternity. Sin iy
will kill the soul. ]
clad in the filthy ga
will be spewed out,

Confession (¢

If these things be
Confession, full and
is a prime condition

il cherished. Everyone sought for

gain from his quarter. Christ

ill turned from them, saying, O Jeru-

salem, Jerusalem, how can I give
thee up? "How often would | have
Gathered thy children together,
even as a hen gathereth her chick-
ens under her wings, and ye would
not." So Christ sorrows and weeps
over our churches, over our insti-
tutions of learning, that have failed
to meet the demand of God. . . .”
Notebook Leaflets from the
Elmshaven Library Vol. 1 p. 20




eth to his earth; in that verv 4~
thoughts perish” (Ps 7
In the 1-*

« the land”
rén; instruments of cruelty are in
their habitations. . . . Cursed be

- wsates the
—asant Church:
awenned teaching of the
wnurch is expressed in the words of
the Council of Trent: “T'hat there is a
purgatory and that the souls detained
are benefited by the prayers of the
faithful and especially by the accept-
able sacrifice of the aftar. . . . In pur-
gatory the souls can themselves wipe
out their debt only by suffering.” "—
Cuarces E. Martin, Catholic Reli-
gion, ‘)p. 288-290.

If the purgatorial fires burn out
sin, then there is no need of a Sav-

The Laodicean Church—4

We have shown in previous articles
that the Laodiceans are God’s peo-
ple, and that the Laodicean message

16s 10 __Sevenih-day _Adventisis.
Now we ask: Are the Laodicean
church and the Seventh-day Adventist
Church one and the same thing?
Does the Laodiccan message apply
solely and exclusively to Seventh-day

iour. Such teaching does away with
the atonement
Christ.

wrought by Jesus

nearing the sunset
. E. G. White
nfirmed what

had been
bncerning  the
ation 2 and 3.

seven churches

Feceive

and had B church in dif-
whereas 1 was more §°°d’ I e Christian era.
a body undefiled” (Wisdom 8:19, 20, The indicates cor-

Douay Version).

These supposed words of Solomon
do not agree with the inspired words
of his father, David, which say: “Be-
hold, T was shapen in iniquity; and in
sin did my mother conceive me” (Ps.

ing fo

fess to be looking
earnestly the ap
L the nominal church, th

i Church,
aodicean c
i - nor hot, ‘but v
11 rep ,
itness,” and zealously _
V\\Q:t'r]ehe will spue them out of his mou

pleteness, and isSymbolic of the fact
that the messages extend to the end
of time, while the symbols used re-
veal the condition of the church at
ditferent periods in the bi

of those ar
plause ¢ they but a sho
esen
lll An
pbtain "'gold

«)Many who pro ret

world, and seek M
are cold and for

3:14-20. They a
vfaithful and True
ment," and "eye-sal

amd must extend to the
end of time. Thus the symbolic Laod-
icean church is to bring to comple-
tion the history of God's people (ﬁm

Answer—"0 Lord God of my fa-
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A Message for

By R. L.
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t conditi
d unless th

th.” Review and Sabbath H
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. -<a works. It,
—.ave no place K‘:{\(}&B‘@Be)
.« ot Holy Writ. 3P\NU

There are many more references
in these seven Apocryphal books to
rove that their origin is not of God.
inough is covered in this study to
illustrate why these books should not
be included in the canon of our Bible.

All Christians

Odom

ing the Christian Era. There is no
other church to follow.

Concerning the first of the sym-
bolic churches we are told:

“Of the church at Ephesus, which
the Lord Jesus used as a symbol of the
entire Christian church in the apos-
tolic :35?, the Faithful and True Wit-
ness declared: ‘1 know thy works,
and thy labor, and thy patience, and
how thou canst not bear them which
are evil: and thou hast tried them
which say they are apostles, and are
not, and hast found them liars: and
hast borne, and hast patience, and for
My name's sake hast labored, and hast
not fainted. "—/Ibid., p. 578.

For Entire Church of Era

From this statement it is unmistak-
ably clear that the Ephesian message
was applicable to “the entire Chris-
tian church in the apostolic age,” and
not to just a part of God’s peonls

that n. his
ing conformed to €
" hation of God. They

d from. The

probati

on perfectly.
ey heed the
the fire,
erald, June 10, 1852

tried in

C 1
ioly, He that is true, He that hath
the key of David, He that opencth,
and no man shutteth; and shutteth,
and no man openeth; I know thy
works: behold, 1 have set before

REVIEW AND HERALD




ars when the
of our real position is
tearly. Misunderstanding melts,
prejudice gives way.

Here, then, is where we need to place
“Agar ook asis: We are not saved byg edi-
8ain anqg . ~e cayed solely by the
Know its g these bret e

Meanin
Study wher g, 21 D€ prepareg 14

2.

ges Vol 1 p. 2

The question has been asked, “Why, in
our early days, in the light of all this, did
not Mrs. White point out and correct the
limited or sometimes erroneous concepts
of some of our early writers concerning the
atonement? And why did she employ some
of their restricted phrases without con-
trasting, at the time, her own larger, truer
meaning when using them?” In answer, it
is essential that first of all we remember this
basic lact: No doctrinal truth or propheti

tially through the Spirit of prophecy—not
in a single case. 'The messenger of the Lord
never ran ahead of the church’s discovery
of truth directly from the Word. That may
be a surprise to some, but it is true. It is true
of the sanctuary, our teaching concerning
the Sabbath, the nature of man, prophetic
interpretation, et cetera.
And along with this
paralleling fact: The 43
cation of Bible tru
diligent Bible student 3}
forth from the Word prayer-
ful study—which is thie historic Protestant

must be n

Fesruary, 1957

hren came togethe, t Bi

06, 207

e given sup-
ssages to sustain the

the uniform procedure. The Spirit of
prophecy confirmed truth; it did not initi-
ate truth.

Moreover, these confirmatory counsels
would often continue to be given over a pe-
riod of years, or even decades—amplify-
ing, enforcing, and clarifying the discov-
ered truth, frequently going far beyond
the position taken by any of its original
advocates. This was obviously the method
: e_through the gift, as em-

. N (0) StUd th . - &
ey saig. teach jit yyi Y the BipJe ; his our
WOU’d b L’ € can . With ow, > 1N OI‘der th -
Would be g’f:en Off in vision d: ”g’th’”g more," tﬁe S;r,'r'.two fetr;7 they came ; tt,szeg’o{mght
€, With j e éare intj
that hellpe&nstr uction as tq placweanon Of the p SaeQ'(;S dwo me upo?r neir
) us to wer )
Selecteq Mess, Understanq the scriptuer o in Orand t, €N studyin

of the counse
some of which are even yet NG >
ceived. But they stand undeviatingly on
record for our guidance and blessing await-
ing our perception and acceptance.

The further question has likewise arisen:
“Just why were these counsels, clarifica-
tions, and expositions on the atonement,
and its priestly application, not brought
together [or our use before this?” The an-
swer, we believe, is equally simple and
straightforward and obvious: No one had
taken the time for the sustained effort in-
volved in laborious, comprehensive search
necessary to find, analyze, and organize
them. Since our leaders were largely un-
aware of this latent evidence and its price-
less value, the need was not felr -~

oasand articles
Fre is no complete file in
<y one place. More than that, the price-
less manuscript statements are not available
in published form.

i1




“Who Is Sufficient for These Things?"’

M. S. NIGRI
President, South Brazil Union Conferen~~

isters of the ¢
ing of Aaron
hood, of the p
and the Thu
plate upon th
whole chapter
for our ministe:

Choosing the Priests

We read in Exodus 28:1, “And take thou

He acts of the people. The
osite also was true, bringing blessings
from Heaven upon the whole nation.

In like manner the mmmel of the gospel

todav_is . “"God has a
church, and she has a dnmcl\ appointed

s ministry. . . . Men appointed of God have
unto thee Aaron thy brother, and his sons d R s
with him, from 1r'nong the children 0f bLen Chﬂ{:eﬁ, cr‘;g\'g}r‘a;&'h_]?;?,?;,,f,‘:,r;;
Israel, that he may minister unto me- enG daﬁd 59 53 ‘
o W =y
}&il}})ﬁ’wg;;{ﬁ(e e ~hmmed ‘Ofbet pected of Aaron and his
iz one __.ocxpects of us today. I trust that we

an

d» f_\_T\Y'f\Ot‘ﬂy25 < ge
7T 1o 4._

e O e e thines per
/rm/._«rn( pertain-
to God, that he may offer ‘both gif

and sacrifices for sins:
passion on the ignorant, and on them t}
are out of the way; for that he hims
also is compassed with infirmity. And
reason hereof he ought, as for the peo

he that is called of God, as was Aaron.”
We see here that his principal responsi-

who can have con <

bilitv was to act as a mediator, as a link

between the holv and the profane, between

God and man. In his official position the

high priest was not a mere man but an in-

Decemesr, 1961

a]fm’u feel the weight of the souls under
our care, and that we realize that we are
truly separated to minister and to intercede
as representatives of the people. Our con-
ern should be like that of Bera, king of
war of the four ngx against
ham, “Give me

-----

ters upon the earth
act in His stead.’ -—Ilu’ hts 0] :
tles, p. 122. This is also what the church
expects of us.

In a ministertal council held in the
South Brazil Union Elder Enoch Oliveira,

27



the high priest, being a migg
Most High, performeg
act between G

Cession

secrated
honor o
ing than
and man?
tation of 1t
high pricsl
to be made
«0d

thing connected with the apparel and de-
portment of the priests was to be such as to
impress the beholder with a sense of the
holiness of God, the sacredness of His s

ers, p. 178, *“1
that favorable
are made upon
ment in the pu

VHLE Courtesy ang
and should carry
nity becoming to
nity and a certain
with meekness, sho
meanor,"—Ibid,, p.

The High Prie

There is someth irther in this
twenty-eighth chapter that has greatly im-
pressed me, and perhaps it is the most
touching symbolism of all the holy apparel
of the high priest. (Read verses 12, 29, 30,
34, 38.)

Upon his shoulders the high priest bore

DecemBeEr, 1961

f memorial upon which were
* names of the children of Is-
ing that he, in addition to
ible before God for the peo-
g the load of their sins.
t he carried the breastplate
1ies, and on each one was
the names of the twelve
¢ the love and affection
for the people, It was to
wder of his position and
d¢ midst of Israel. Also
Bf breastplate were the
&8 the Urim and Thum-.
spresented divine ap-
g Tatter the displeasure of
¢ word Urim means “light” and
word Thummim means “perfection.”
Upon the head, or more correctly upon
the jorehead, as part of the miter, the high
priest wore the plate of pure gold upon
which was written “Holiness to the Lord."”
ras the most important of all the priestly
Lnscription was to give to the
ancept of reli.
€re teachers--" eme

o
bring iniquity into the - oly
God. God desires tha igh

be considered
is much more
lication, with-
Wse who are
the most im-
s 1o learn,
ninistry and
'd with the
r()(l.

us in his
1 3: "Feed
you, tak-
~constraint,
thy lucre, but of a

50's heritage, but being ensamples to the
flock.” What a tremendous responsibility

10 act as mediators between God and man!

We must carry the people in our arms!

Bear them upon our hearts! Reveal to
them a sanctified life! In other words, the
minister of Christ must forget himself and
think more of his flock. He must not shun
his responsibilities and heavy burdens, but

29



ventises, these earnes

o solidly into th
walls. So

’ ¢ was found jn a
Touse at Airmadidi, not oo far
from Menado, headquarters of the East
Indonesia Union Mission. Into this
rented house was squeczed the collége—
men’s and women's dormitories with tri-
ple-deck Dbeds, the dean's apartment,
classroom-church - chapel-study-hall-room,
library, and ofhces. Behind, in a separate
building, were the kitchen and showers.
The first school year began during a
revolution—the aborted coup of Sep-
tember 30, 1965, Early newscasts on; that
day of registration voiced counsel from
the American Embassy that all Ameri-
cans should stay in their homes. But the
registration went on as usual, and
students showed up.

18

larg:

.
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Now, as full-fledged Seventhg

. their
eowilling hands tamped the

dreams

Freedom Bells Ring
. / .
in Bogota, Colombia
By J. G. NIKKELS
Departmental Secretary
Colombia-Venezuela Union

On October 29, 1966, a further step
was taken toward religious freedom in
Colombia, with the foundation of the Re-
ligious Liberty Association of Colombia.

The announcement of this event, which
took place in Bogotd, the capital city, was
well received by the press and many dis-
tinguished persons in the civil as well as
= the religious world.

A Scventh-day Advendist, Raimunda
Pardo Sudrez,

was chosen as president,

Olava. a flp;lmh’; pricst and a relative of
several of Colombia's past presidents. H,
Niemann, pastor of the Central church of
Bogotd, was clected secretary, and Fer
nando Tapias, an Adventist busincssman,
treasurer, Dr. Carlos Didacio Alvarez, a
Catholic lawyer and staunch defender of
religious liberty, was appointed auditor,
The rest of the directorate was chosen
from among leaders of various religious
ersuasions.

The constitution and the bylaws were
kigned on November 2 by several well-

wown persons, such as Dr. Lizaro Re.
trepo, secretary of the senate of the re.

ublic, and Dr. Joaquin Pinzén, another
nator,

The honorary members of the new so.
ty are Dr. Uribe Vargas, senator; Dr.
tonio Castellanos, secretary to the
sident; and Dr. Navarrete, lawyer for
Province of Cundinamarca.

ccording to Dr. M. Buonfiglio, reli

in the BahiaSergipe Mission in ;
I'his year we hope to double this num-
ber. The children have thanked us many

times for something constructive to do
during their sparc time,
We have

have responded to the acuvities thar have
been carried on in diffcrent

gious liberty secretary of the Colombia-
Venezuela Union, plans are being made
to establish branches of this society in
various parts of Colombia. The executive
committee presented & memorial to the
rn‘-sidvnt of the republic, Dr. Carlos
Jeras Restrepo, and to Cardinal Luis
Concha Cérdoba, highest prelate in Co
lombia, in order to acquaint them with
the aims of this new society

On December 19 the association was
recognized by an act of parliament as an
entity having legal personality

Let us pray that religious freedom may
increase and intolerance disappear, so
that this gospel of the kingdom can be
preached more mapidly in this Latin-
American country,

Bahia, Brazil, YBS

Nine Vacation Bible schools were held

1966

marveled how the children

arcas. The

children in Floresta Azul, where we have
always had the largest groups, sometimes
as many as 130, work with what they have
—and that isn't much. But they make

up for the difference with their natural
talents. |

saw all sorts of dolls made

from eggs that had been painted and
marked just right. The boys made their
cars from matchboxes and coconut shells.
Many made beautiful pieces of art work
out of bulls' horns they had found in the

fields, polishing them in such a way that
they really shone.

R. C. BorrsForn
Departmental Secretary
Bahia-Sevgipe Mission

Organizers of the Religious Liborty Association of Colombic (left to right): Rey. Paul
Saénz, Carlos Moreno, Foernando Tapias, Dr. Carlos Didocio Alvarex, Rev. Noel Olays,
Roimundo Pardo Sudrexz, Bishop Walter Ballesteros R., Dr. E. Ldkotos, and M. Buonfiglio.
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS

other higher oo

|

Ann Louise Jones (left) ond Rosolic Ander-
son, Andrews University students, sight-see-
ing in Rome's Mamertine Prison. The hond
above them points ot the original opening
to the dungeon in which they are standing,

Members of the tour group mingle with
members at the entrance to the Seventh-day
Adventist church in Rome. Generally, gov-
ernment oflices permit those desiring to
worship on the seventh day to have it free,

I

Dyring the visit of the Church-State Study Commission to ltaly, the members joined in a

goneral papal audience in St. Peter's. Alterwards three

bers of the ¢

isslon spoke

briefly with the Pope—I{from left) Pierre

andres, religious liberty secretory of the South-

ern Europeon Division: Rolond R. Hegstad

editor, Liberty;

Leif Kr. Yobiassen of An-

drews University. The Pope Is here seen presenting a souvenir medol to Dr, Tobiassen.

16

nvicuall
a0 ihat Adventist soldiers

wv e asked to render on Sunday serv-

ices not performed on Saturday, No lim-
irations are placed on Sabbath ob-
servance. The Minister of Defense ad-

vanced rwo interésting reasons for his in-
tercession for our youth: He felt it was
his duty, and it would be absurd o put
obstacles in the way of religious observ-
ances by young pcople at the very time
when “we zll recognize that most evil in
the world comes from atheism and lack of
veligion.”

3. Sabbath observance for Seventh-day
Adventist employees in government. The
ofhice Jor religious affairs of the Ministry
of the Interior in cooperation with the
office of the Prime Minister has issued
the following directive:

“Since the number of government em-
ployees who are interested in the obr
servance of the Sabbath as a dav of rest
is very smali, it would not interfere with
ordered activity of the work il requests
from time to time presented for }x-rmjs
sion not 1o work on the Sabbath were
granted.  This  permission is o I
granted, taking into consideration the
possibilities of an orderly activity of each
service and office concerned, the time
lost on the Sabbath to be recuperated on
Sunday or other holidays or through
overtime work.”

Government offices which have granted
Sabbath privileges include: The Minis-
tries of the lnterior, Foreign Commerce,

Finance, T'reasury, Public Health, Trans-
port and Civil Aviation, the regional

government of Sicily, the cities of Rome
and Florence, and many other govern
ment departments.

And, as we have noted, private in
dustry oo has taken an enlightened ag-
titude toward Sabbath observance. If
some government offictals have their way,
it may become mandatory for private
industry likewise to honor Sabbath con-
victions,

Not long ago the Minister of Labor
asked Dr, Rossi to contact several mem-
bers of Parliament in order o bring to
their attention the Sabbath-rest provision
in the weekly )‘('S!-ll.l\_' bill bLrought be-
fore that body last year, The law office of
the Federal Council of the Evangelical
Churches of Italy is supporting Dr.
Rossi's effort, and has already intervened
with the authorities,

4. Sunday Laws, The Minisuy of Com-
meree and Tndustry i examining the pos-
sibility of authorizing Adwenuvst regail
merchants who close their shops on Sat-
urday to open them on Sunday, The
Minister of Commerce has writeen that
he “agreefs) fully with the considera-
tions developed” by Dr, Rossi,

It can be seen that the Italian aup-
thorities have, during the past decade,
made L-‘,Jt’;l' ;l(it';ln‘:l,‘} not (‘l]l)’ [C‘\V'-le re-
ligious frcedom, but in understanding
the problems of minority religious
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and 1972 took steps to reduce
the number of authorized re-
ligious organizations in the
country from more than 1,000
to just three. Allowing 46
Protestant denominations to
function separately under the
umbrella of the ECZ, Eglise
du Christ au Zaire (the Church
of Christ inZaire), the govern-
ment granted fully independ-
ent status only to the ECZ,
the Roman Catholic Church,
and to the Kimbanguist Move-
ment, an African national re-
ligious organjzation.

Overnight hundreds of in-
dependent Christian or Bible-
based groups were outlawed.
Because _Adventists had
endent status on _the same
evel as the Roman Catholic
Church, church leaders were
disappointed when this failed
to materialize.

But there seemed no other
way that the church could con-
tinue to operate in Zaire.
When Adventist world leaders
were  convinced that  the
church could carry on its
work without any change in
its teachings or means of sup-
port, they yielded to govern-
ment demands to align with

An airstrip runs through
the mfb hi
schools, a

the Protestant organization.
Already the government was
threatening to jail Adventist
leaders because they were
meeting with congregations
that had not been legally rec-
ognized. i i

feelings on both sides, on

March 24, 1572, Seventh-day

Adventists became the forty-

C h of Christ i i

But God had great plans.
An exciting chapter was
about to begin for the Sev-
enth-day Adventist Church
in the Kasai.

Looking for a church that
"*believed the Bible’" and fol-
lowed all its commands,
many church-homeless Chris-
tians found their way to the
Adventist Church by way of
the Zaire Department of Jus-
tice. There, ministry officials
freely advised leaders looking
for a Bible-based church to
seek out the Adventists.

By the end of 1972, 11 reli-
gious groups, with a total
membership of 125,000 peo-
ple, organized in 200 groups or
congregations, had filed pa-
pers to become full-fledged
Seventh-day Adventists.

The numbers wers

the center of Lulengele Mission Station. Missionaries live in the homes at
r t, 2 church is at the center left, and at the top left are the
living quarters for ministerial students and those attending

Lo .
mass reaping o
qualified workers so scarv.,
problems in handling this
“‘evangelistic  bopanza®
seemed overwhelming.

It seemed obvious that the
only way to meet the challeps

all o

country -

in 1966 and

tive stage
for the u
had paid | a0

. itala had learned of
dventist teachings through
the French-language Voice of
Prophecy and had taught the
Bible principles learned from
the course in his work as the
leader of a popular independ-
ent church with several thou-
sand members. As soon as he
got the news that the Adventist
mission at Lulengele was go-
ing to reopen, Mr. Tshitala
came to the mission, en-
rolled in the first baptismal
class, and was baptized in
January, 1973.

In order to help construct
new buildings and churches
1o Keep pace with needs, Mr.
Tshitala offered to stay on as
foreman rather than enter the
pastoral training course. His
first assignment was to re-
store a water system from a
spring and to repair buildings
for the arrival of a full-time
mission director and other
missionaries and church work-
ers.

When Elder Long armrived
in Lulengele to assume full-
time leadership in the Kasai,
he met high hopes and disap-
pointments headiong. By the
time the church had mobilized

mary and secondary
of indoctrination.

—

—
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Nuuwa, the first successful dramatic program performed by a group of

Adventists in Kampala, Uganda, was written by Hannington

Here people try forcibly to enter the ark after the doors have been closed.

Uganda Adventists
Attempt Unique
Witness

frst enactment,
Nuuwa (**Noah'’), written
and produced by Hannington
Kagimu, was performed in
Kampala by the United
Christian Players.

When a week before the
two scheduled performances,
only 20 tickets had been sold,
the members were reminded
of the manager’s warning that
religious plays usually failed
in his theater. But after a
Sabbath of fasting and prayer,
tickets sold guickly, and
every seat for the following
Sunday afternoon program
was booked. Soon the Mon-
day evening program was
fully booked too, and a last-

The only chun
Ugan

rough the dramatic
medium an effective presen-
tation of the famous human
mass rebellion against God."

Programs contained a Voice
of Prophecy Bible school en-
rollment card, and as a result,
interested people are studying
the message, and a former
Adventist has rejoined the
church.

Further plays have been
presented since Nuuwa. Thu-
ftaimu (the story of Abraham),
Danieri (the story of Daniel,
with emphasis on chapter
two), and more recenuy By-
onna Bisosonkole (“All Is
Emptiness™’).

L.ast year the Adventist
book Danieri N’'Ekis
Kyaffe (* :

taay Ad-
btain member-

ing drama groups in Kampala.
Currently, there are S8 mem-
bers. The group aims to win
good will, recognition, and
converts to the church, using
a medium that had its cradle in
the church.

Vicror COOPER

In connection with a recent
consultative meeting of secre-
tarics of World Confessional
Families held in Rome, B. B.
Beach, secretary of the
Northern Europe-West Africa
Division, one of the 15 partic-
ipants and the only Adventist
in the group. presented a book
and a medallion to Pope Paul
VI on May I8.

The book presented was the
Adventist missionary book
Faith in Action, and the me-
dallion was a gold-covered
symbol of the Seventh-dav
Adventist Church. The me-

dallion 1s an engraved witness
to the Adventist faith in Christ
as Creator, Redeemer, and
soon-coming Lord, in the
cross and Bible, and in the
lasting validity of the Ten
Commandments. While the
other commandments are
represented simply as Roman
numerals, the words of the
fourth—"*Remember the sab-
bath day, to keep it holy'"—
are written out,

The Conference of World
Confessional Families usually
meets once a year. It is not an
organization, but an informal,
unstructured forum for
sultation

_aues of its aviation
_wrriculum, received a grant
of $25,000 toward its airframe
and power plant facility,
which will accommodate in-
creasing enrollments: and (2)
Southwestern Adventist Col-
lege received a $40,000 grant
to assist in the building of an
additional women's dormi-
tory,

Payment of both awards is
dependent on other donors’
contributions of significant
sums to the respective pro-
grams by specified dates. An-
drews alumni and other
sources of support must raise
at least $35,000 to qualify for
the grant, and Southwestern
Adventist College must re-
ceive other support from
Texas foundations and from
its own alumni toward their
essential campus need.

Church leaders commend
the trustees and administra-
tors who have obtained these
awards from the Kresge
Foundation and wish them
continued success in their
quest for private support
among alumni, corporations,
and foundations.

KeEnNETH H. EMMERSON

In Brief

Tons of seminar materials:
Sixty-one-and-a-half tons of
materials have been ordered
for the coming It Is Written
Revelation Seminars to be
held in various places from
September, 1977, to June,
1978. Included in the seminar
team's schedule is a return
visit to Australia.

Breath of Life reports hap-
tisms: Breath of Life evangel-
istic crusades have resulted in
the baptism of 141 ¢ i
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Dear Fellow Belisuv=—

.- acverineless felt
. ——wsuug Of justification by faith more emphasis

should be given 1o the new birth and the changes that
follow in the life of a repentant sinner. Many, taking
account of the tremendous emphasis in the Bible and the
Spirit of Prophecy writings on ethical righteousness and
holiness of life, feel that because justification (imputed
righteousness) and sanctification (imparted righteousness)
are by faith and both are of Christ, both may be included
theologically in the term ‘“‘righteousness by faith.”’

Much has also been said about Reformation history and
its impact on terminology and doctrine. Included in such
discussions have been related theological concepts such as
the nature of Christ, the nature of man, the nature of sin,
perfection, and the question as to whether it is possible for
a Christian to live a sinless life. In our judgment these
complex theological and Biblical issues need not be settled
in detail m order to rejoice in the gracious provision of
salvation through faith in Christ, which includes
justification, sanctification, and glorification.

Writing in 1895, Ellen White referred to the 1888
message of justification by faith as being ‘‘a most precious
message’” (Testimonies to Ministers, p. 91). In this
connection we would like to make some observations on
which we feel there is general agreement. This ‘‘'most
precious message’” will produce an atmosphere of love and
harmony within the church. 1t will bring about a unifying
influence; the fruits of the Spirit will be evident in
abundance; and all of this will be seen in the framework of
honoring and exalting our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,
who is the beginning and the end of our salvation. We
believe that many have experienced this joyful life and
have been richly blessed spiritually. On the other hand, we
have observed that some discussions of righteousness by
faith in recent years have produced, on occasion, too much
open debate and unhappy controversy. It has even
engendered confusion, divisiveness, and bitterness. When
this happens it can be used as a diversionary tactic by the

Adventist

Church

. wauners and
—-e anu preaching, lift up Jesus in
wnst-centered messages that will fill hearts with the
assurance and joy of salvation and inspire our people to
share the good news of His pardoning and redeeming grace
in a great evangelistic thrust.
We are requesting that we refrain from involving

ourselves in public presentations of the fine points and the

controversial aspects of the theology of righteousness by

faith. We believe that all of us could use our time and

knowledge more profitably by winning souls who are not

part of our spiritual family at this time. We are suggesting
that in any discussion of subjects that touch the question of
salvation in rallies, workers’ meetings, retreats, special
series, or major discussion groups, great care be exercised
to avoid that which is too often not only barren and
fruitless but divisive and spiritually hurtful.

We should all seek to diminish the flood of cassettes,
brochures, books, and miscellaneous documents, for it is
possible to keep talking among ourselves—to ever be
learning and never coming to a knowledge of the
truth—when on the contrary we should be talking with
others and ever be sharing the love and redeeming grace of
our Saviour.

In considering the good news found in Romans 3:24-28,
and various speculative views about righteousness by faith,
it seems especially appropriate for us seriously to take to
heart God’s counsel to us through His messenger in 1891.
““Many commit the error of trying to define minutely the
fine points of distinction between justification and
sanctification. Into the definitions of these two terms they
often bring their own ideas and speculations. Why try to be
more minute than is Inspiration on the vital question of
righteousness by faith? Why try to work out every minute
point, as if the salvation of the soul depended upon all
having exactly your understanding of this matter? All
cannot see in the same line of vision.”'— The SDA Bible
Commentary, Ellen G. White Comments, vol, 6, p. 1072.

For some years the leaders of the church have been
calling for repentance, revival, reformation, and the =~
participation of every member, every bel-

enemy. All of this has brought grief and concern. person, every pastor, everv "y yb\“ prothets 3
Therefore, with the concurrence and support of the administrator - *  SInce™®

vice-presidents, including thosc who are the world division Conseque q/ ‘

presidents, and of the North American union presidents, 1 represents (

am proposing a plan designed to minimize or end such theologian

controversy. This will give opportunity for the body of and church SON




“mggle;

no €.
tute, no colley.,
houses of worship. Ou ..
only a few chaotic fragments w.
land, and the cause would not yet have beca. .
a half from its place of beginning."
Unfortunately, there are still many who are in the
ranks of the tribe of Meroz—those who scatter pessi-
mism and who use as a ‘‘text’’ the words ‘“We don’t
believe.”’

___ My brothers and sisters, 1 want the word to go out

from this meeting that some of us are tired of critics and

Clom.

give—namely

wire-

those who mourn and sigh for the abominations, or t*-
who feel we must become more sophist:-

who demand that we must - ( 3

al

understanding of *- ~

ings of £~
I'm no 6 " &e

rumors tha ‘ﬁ °9
adequately
work, or th Ou 4
there is no

: we C
Advcnusf an . duec“" ” ed by th
that our instii 1es O . “od N\
tired of thost a s¢f g h 1o word g0 0.\ 3
beachhead rath a s“{a“ce "sLe‘ W \ Co\mc\ ’
turing the fortre <. “c{\o AnnY
we are not satisfi 1DI% s \ net
different. Butas. {yof L de
can only stand e Q{GS‘

wrought!™”

SDA’s are incur.

Co“iﬂe:; 1ead {the chu
“opei\\s abead:

J,m"
In the little book on' P
by Richard Utt, I finu w » oot
matter how bad thing o e ¥
incurable optimists. W A al \N“-‘SON
through any human p. NEAL C. _. wrough
BY —wuware, social pro-

better nuclear treaties,
orams, scientific breakth. ughs, or improvement in edu-

of the

the world’s air, land, rivers, and oceans:
misery in our world’s great cities, brought on by over-

6 (1350)

courageously,

the misinterp. .
men and women neeu ..

crowding, hunger, drug addiction, racism, and the en-

and the spirit of lawlessness and rebellion

* ~ very air we breathe. All these are things
~~am to be able to solve.

~itions as the fulfill-

© * af gituation

, a revelation o1 .

really is. All who have accepted Chrisi o
- Him—to share His saving love with o..
cause we welcome, and participate in, any

is designed to make this world a happier,

‘er place. But our real hope and optimism is
2 of the second coming of Jesus Christ. We

qll take place soon.

¢ landmarks

before us the landmarks of our faith and
itions of our spiritual fathers, we have
Council devotional speakers to present
hs to us in a new and a fresh way:
ngels’ Messages of Revelation 14
Advent of Christ
Tlaims and Significance of the Sev-
ith
" Christ in the Heavenly Sanctuary
ality of the Soul
phecy
\tion, and Rejoicing
e must stand firmly for these
We need to review them fre-
made us a people, and what
_..adthers to action. We are told that

CU"“

- wntting away from these pillars of truth,
wcluding some who are in responsible positions. Satan,
in his cunning and deceplive way, has changed the
signposts along the way. In Seventh-day Adventist
thinking, the landmarks are doctrines of such vital im-
portance that they cannot be altered without changing the

Seventh-day Adventist Church.
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hardly overemphasize the impor-
tance of Christ's ministry in the
heavenly sapctuary. This is a
wonderful opportunity to sav
something about the -
God’'s righ* *

e

e
el N certain

W. DUNCAN EVA: 1 would
like to say how much I appreciate
listening to the comments and the
good suggestions that have been
made. If there had been any in-
tent to change our beliefs, we
would not expose them to as
frank discussion as we have this
morning. | believe this builds up
confidence in what the church as

a body, and what the General

Conference as the highest au-

thority among us under God,

does in such important matters as
these. We tried to make this
statement Bible-based. We found

In @ concise manner GO

In the climate of toRyE
teachings of our churc O

0o
AL
s*«\e\' o 0
O
s A\ Q.

‘{60030

..k 0
A
0 \\‘(\

ourselves tempted again ==~
again to use expres=:
Spisit of &

—wa Christ

«uty place and the
-wast Holy Place. Basically,
what is said in the statement
suggested this morning 18 really
no different from what already
appeass in the Statement of Fun-
damental Beliefs in the Church
Manual. We also felt we should
take notice of the broader aspects
of the ministry of Christ in the
heavenly sanctuary, something
that Seventh-day Adventists are
inclined to forget. At His ascen-
sion Christ was seated in majesty
and authority at God's right
hand, and He watches cease-

e

oL Y

~wn: Let us
—ow with the next state-
ment
M. T. BATTLE: [Read sec-
tion 24, **The Second Coming of
Christ.”"] “*The second coming
of Christ is the blessed hope of
the church, the grand climax of
the gospel. The Saviour's com-
ing will be literal, personal, and
visible: and when He returns, the
righteous dead will be resur-
rected, the rightcous living will
be translated, and the unright-
eous will perish. Then the saints
will be received into His ever-
lasting Kingdom. The almost
complete fulp nt of most
- ol i
d on of the
Christ's

. NE
. un the second
.o to follow the word lit-
eral. ““The Saviour's coming
will be literal, (universal), per-
sonal, and visible,”” We deal, of
course, with people who antici-
pate a secret rapture continually
I feel that it is essential for us o0
include the concept of the uni-
versality of the coming of Christ
in addition to the other three
characteristics.

ELIAH E. NJAGL: 1 think we
need 10 make a statement that
will be understood primarily and
fully by our members. I refer to
the sentence, “‘“The Saviour's
coming will be literal, personal,
and visible: and when He re-
turns, the righteous dead will be
resurrected, the righteous living
will be translated, and the un-
righteous will perish.”" 1 wish
somewhere in that sentence or
elsewhere “*special resurrection””
could be included.

J. A. MC MILLAN: The sec-
ond sentence states that “‘the

to be sure they unders! s
cept. G0
Order from your
Mailing Service, P.O. Bo%P5/485, Omaha, Nebraska 68137.
In Canada: ABC Mailing Service, Box 398, Oshawa, On-
tario L1H 7L5.

Please include sales tax as applicable and add 10 percent or a
mailing, %




FROM THE PRESIDENT

1981

&
Mageh 20

. we should
-wssomn of co-operation as
—ugnt in the Scriptures.’” Notable
@ among the many illustrations of
cooperative effort and interaction in
the Bible are building the taberna-
cle, restoring the walls of Jerusa-
lem, and feeding the multitude.
Many times we wonder how to
synthesize and create an at-
mosphere of participative action
between Iay leaders and the organized work of the church.
Maybe the following experience will help to answer this
question.

Not long ago my wife, Elinor, and I spent a rewarding
weékend in the Catskill Mountains of New York with a
dynamic group of deeply spiritual brothers and sisters at
their annual national convention.

The group is known as ASI. Some of you know wha
these letters stand for, bul everyone in the ok

Neal C. Wilson, president,
General Conference

vef

mo

men, WO

goal| ghalt P&

soon | e,

only { nto

their b o 3
ships |™® iy rcpresem large

~arations, industries, business ventures,
commercial enterprises, and professional services.

I wish I could name them all, but since that is
impossible, I will mention a few that will illustrate the
variety: Harding Hospital, an outstanding psychiatric
institution in Worthington, Ohio; Wildwood Sanitarium,
which has about 60 outpost centers working in six or seven
countries outside of North America; medical and dental
offices; a number of educational centers; training pro-
grams for the deaf; La Vida Mission for the Indians, now
called *‘native Americans’’; an active adoption agency:
the very effective radio-television outreach, The Quiet
Hour; the popular children’s radio program, Your Story
Hour; the Chessie Harris Children’s Home (orphanage) in
Alabama; court reporting; *‘Bible Lands,”" a sand-sculp-
turing exhibit in California; a missionary tape and
ADVENTIST REVIEW, MARCH 3, 1981

«ughts
s<ars has assisted
-.ased churches, a number of
_.a1 NOspitals and orphanages on three or
_—aunents

/‘:dw““s‘ .
day ¢ " s S @ '
§ the gevert® :
(s) . . o
Gcncra\ Org®® e ASI was first organized in 1947 under the sponsorship

of the General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists.
From a tiny beginning it has grown to be an extremely
strong and influential organization.

The headquarters of ASI is in the General Conference
office in Washington, and a unique relationship exists
between ASI and the North American Division of the
Seventh-day Adventist Church. The members of ASI,
while representing independent endeavors, are, neverthe-
less, compatible with ethical, professional, financial, and
spiritual standards established by the church. They work
in close harmony with pastors and conference adminis-
trators. James Aitken is executive secretary of ASI, and
deserves much credit for its present impetus.

In this connection it is appropriate for me to give special
recognition to Caris Lauda, who for several years gave
unusual leadership to ASI, and to many others, such as

and composition
e ASI president,

and members of

113

= splendid endeavorv. such as the health-van mmmry
in New York City, This group gave approximately
$100,000, and it seemed as though they did it with great
ease and joy. I wish you could have listened to one
soul-winning story after another by ASI members.

The convention concluded with a banquet in which
Robert Muller, associate secretary of the United Nations.

was N
tions” *‘prophet of hope”’ and has a vibrant and optimistic
philosophy of life. His wife, Margarita, accompanied
him, and they discovered that there is another universal

and truly catholic organization, the Seventh-day Ad-

ventist Church.

If you ever get a chance to attend an ASI sectional
meeting or national convention, I hope you will do so. It
will electrify your soul, challenge your faith, and make
you proud of the talents and spiritual stewardship of this
unusual group that is representative of the large commu-
nity of faith to which you and I belong.

(210) 3



ar " ~vaups and listened to each other,
t ~are much closer in
t *dant that

employing .
study of academic trev..
broadened to include the rights anu ..
employees of the church,

A consensus emerged that we must
develop our own unique approach, one
that avoids the extremes of both lib-
eralism and conservatism.

Some of the most interesting discussions involved the
method of Biblical studies appropriate for Adventist

scholars. A consensus emerged that we must develop our
own unique approach, one that avoids the extremes of both
liberalism and conservatism, as these terms generally are
defined in theological circles. Ellen White in her day
affirmed that the Bible is the Word of God and does not
only tell us about God! On the other hand, she rejected the
“dictation”” view of inspiration held by many of her
contemporaries. In our study and presentation, we also

both areas, and, after obtaining input from those who

attended Consultation II, these committees will report to
the General Conference.

" have presented this report of Consultation Il because

© ~“interest to all Adventists. But I also would

“i~tion regarding some of the

~=tance we shared.
- taTord

U~y

certainty in vu. ,

ists, teachers, administrau...

bers should give the trumpet a clear au..
Third, by God’s grace we must resist Satan’s e

involve us in suspicion, distrust, and judging motives. Itis

out of place for any person to use the pulpit or public

platform as a forum to attack scholars, educational

institutions. or leadership, just as teachers must not use the

classroom situation to criticize leadership or cast doubts

on the fundamental beliefs of this movement.

must fejecDthe idea of Biblical inerrancy and verbal

nspiration, but we dare not treat tRe~Sgriptures as just
another human document. While we mustaffirm and
uphold the Bible as the Word of God, “‘it is,” asEllen
White says, “*true of the Bible, as it was of Christ,

‘the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us’ {John

Fourth, we need to get back to the principle enunciated
by our Lord in Matthew 18:15: ‘*“Moreoever if thy broth
shall trespass against thee, go g ’

i

fe-
C. i
™ " be SOUnd n ihe

€ time for us to put aside all divisive
tendencies. Now is the time for us to unite in a common
love, a common devotion, a common zeal, and rise up
toxsther and be true to the mission the Lord has entrusted

1:14).""—Selected Messages, book 1, p. 25. to us. NOws the time for us to finish the work 1981

We must take due account of the “*human’’ side of the Annual Coumitd_we adopted de\i{“\ PO~ hning
Bible, such as the historical setting of each of its books. objective asa part o> of the W ' filled We
However, we cannot, without extensive modification and  entered poast n rin n o pm-

¢ o3 = Men ees i\ S hee
a different set of presuppositions, employ the critis (1S today put God S of God 1as de of d
method used by secular scholars in the stud>- as thet s0t £ the age nat the \aw (eSU\L all ne
Recognizing the unity of Scriptur And a8 o me“me\’\’ﬁ 0 n geclare t c and & a Noah and v
use of texts in topical fashion (so nd enhQ™ nce. e uthentie: days of
R Rt g S reSS e\ d \’\O\e . n()t a " the ” g'}A
called *‘proof-texting’’) is a sound O uile an gible \S sen s\nCe woﬂd' pruary 26,
wrest passages out of context and W\ 9 ed mn pine ~om \peen SE° over »‘.be \—\era\d,Fe c0
something the Lord did not intend. a‘o\’OQa ,aS nas sel e\, 18 sW eepin® RevieW e[voice saying,
o

Consultation II provided for fun oy i\, SU:W’ 7 o

definition of both academic freedo days O

Biblical studies. It was voted that

mittees should be set up to develop de TS 10
ADVENTIST REVIEW, DECEMBER 17, 1981

r, press together. Do not let
ellish shadow between brethren. Press

—gethier; in unity there is strength. ' —/bid., book 2, p.
]
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Christ created the church for caring

By FLOYD BRESEE

Like the ark, the church will

help save God’s people because

it is a part of God’s plan.

The church is always tempted to irrele-
rance—especially if it tends to be a conserva-
ive one. It becomes so intent on preserving

s-way of doing things that it fails to notice when its old way
no longer is reaching people.

Like most brides, Christ’s bride, the church, has a
tendency to want to settle down. Security becomes more
attractive than adventure. He must forever be takina
the hand and saying, **Come on. let's get

Praise the Lord for Adventist leaders ¢
with Christ in His efforts to keep the chur
emphasis on the Caring Church, if taken s |
Jjust that because:

1. Caring Church emphasizes local pi
goals.

2. Carning Church emphasizes lay involve
reaching people.

3. Caring Church emphasizes
ning members, but holding them.

4. Caring Church cmphasizes the Bibli
Scripture teaches that caring is what the church
Christ created the church for caring.

is al] about,

Floyd Bresee is an associate secretary of the General
Conference Ministerial and Stewardship Association.

ation and you see perfectly
- Look up through a telescope at the
sity of God's universe and again you see organization.

Acts 2:47 says. ““And the Lord added to the church daily
such as should be saved."” The idea of adding people to the
church organization is the Lord’s idea. And whom does He

add? Those who are being saved. Then, in the Lord’s plan,
there is some relationship between salvation and church
membership.

The church is like Noah®

[ 165

5 a
s analogy, Christ shows
—arerauonship as inseparable as should be the
efationship between husband and wife.

In Eden, Adam slept. His side was opened, and Eve
emerged. At Calvary the second Adam slept, His side was
opened, and the church emerged. When Eve stood before
Adam, oh, how he loved her. As the church stands before
Christ, oh, how He loves her. When you criticize the church

iLi e
gzmn :
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‘our months after our marriage in 1926, my wife and I
f‘ joined the Seventh-day Adventist Church. She had been

(Matt. 16:18). As the church moves through the turbulent
waters of the last days we might well ask, Whose hand is on
the wheel? The following is Ellen White's heartening,
convincing answer.

*“The enemy will set everything in operation to uproot the
confidence of the believers in the pillars of our faith in the

a Lutheran and I a Roman Catholic. As new believers we |
enthusiastically embraced our new-found faith and i dec a b led
religious activities. Ridicule and bitter—=- ay and d€ val th ha ecra-  Ein.
relatives and former fr'— not the symptom es of today? 2P |, p rity and cons Go
Neither did we allow Are Christian chur {ing \ife and zeal, The facts con om
compromise our loyalty\ midst of the nould be n\f-eS the cause of truth- eak more g,
ments. The beauty and s\ o peop\e that S qest yotion 10 eople od, <P er has cut fis
in Christ Jesus motivatd — n. by ihe ost earne: o of the profess_ p ' some PO dri
anyone who makes a co| 1101 he real conditiof d make it evide d that they are
commandments of God, | cerning heir profGSS\On, an gternal ROCK

A half-century Jater, is| | gudly than t hored them to the » \
God's remnant church as able that anctt: hart of compas Review & Herait
Does the same blessed trut the C {0 s€a, ithout € =Tl
the heavenly home? Naturd Ing away is time is precious, but those whose hearts

not as nimble, but our lovd - st
have deepened through the - years. Our only sadness
has been occasionally to see fellow believers become
discouraged and drop out because of vicious attacks and
nder against the church.

rsons, then as denomi-
ies, we have witnessed

But the enemy refuses to abandon his attempt to
church from its divinely appointed task of taking the
everlasting gospel to every nation, kindred, tongue, and
people. He seeks to arouse suspicion and confusion by
spreading and magnifying rumors about differences and
divisions, hoping by this to set brother against brother. But
this too shall pass.

How can I be so sure, you ask?

My confidence that the church will not be sidetracked from
its mission is not based on inherent or acquired wisdom, but
on the certainty of Bible prophecy. Christ’s statement is

“‘that the gates of hell shall not prevail against’’ the church

Theodore Carcich, a former vice-president of the General
Conference, is now retired and living in Colton, Washing-
ton.

have not been broken by falling on the rock Christ Jesus, will
not see and understand what is truth, They will accept that
which pleases their ideas, and will begin to manufacture
another foundation than that which is laid, They will flatter
their own vanity and esteem, thinking that they are capable of
removing the pillars of our faith, and replacing them with
pillars they have devised.””—7bid., p. 389,

In plain words we are told that the enemy will continue his
~adts geainst the church and its doctrines to the end of
in diverting the church from its divine

< an the wheel?

Himmng

In view of such a decra
For one thing. we need not p
critics rage. Let the doubters doubt and the skeptics quéston.
Let the detractors fume and detract, for they and their kind
will have an open field till the end of time—then their
reward.

As for us, we should plan to go bevond the end of time
and, by God's grace, “‘enter in through the gates into the
city”" of our God (Rev. 22:14). Heaven is our goal. Let us
keep our confidence in God, His truth, and His church. Let us
stay with the ship. The church of the living God is going
through and will surely drop anchor on the *‘sea of glass™
because a ‘‘divine hand is on the wheel”—the hand of
Christ! a
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North Pacific Union leaders
look at challenges of future

this endeavor has Jed to the
establishment of MultiVisual
Productions, a jointundertaking
of the Idaho and North Pacific
Union conferences. Ed Schwi-

emphasized in the next few

vears, because "'we are at the

crossroads in this church,”’

Fearing says. “‘as to whether we
will go the way of what we

not eliminate reaping meetings
or the popular Revelation Sem-
nars. ‘“We don't have enough
evangelists to have long-term
meetings in every place, so the
emphasis will be on the larger
cities,”” he says.

Harris attributes the lessened
emphasis on evangelism in gen-
eral to the fact that the church
has been *‘split and bombarded
by many issues’” during the past
decade. ''People who are tom
up over theological issues and

Morten Juberg, communication
director for the North Pacific
Union, is a REVIEW corre-
spondent,

interests’” and providing an
alternative for laypeople and
pastors "‘who aren’t comfort-
able with ‘stem-winding' evan-
gelistic sermons.™’

The Lay Bible Minsstries
program, begun in the early
1980s, involves laypeople who
have pledged time each week to
soul-winning activities, This
successful enterprise gives
promise of being a valuable
supplement to public evange-
lism.

For several years Idaho Con-
ference secretary Don Gray has
been producing evangelistic
slide programs that can be used
by laypeople. The success of

By MORTEN JUBERG sow, of the unio nica- classify as mainline, nominal
The Adventist Review editors have invited each Narth American Unioa to submit sn 0D depan> ‘0\)& ¢ with Protestantism, or whether we
arucle telling what it is doiog to meet the challenges of the pext five years. Grays g \NO‘ 9 a\‘ will uphold the standards of
Qe %\N‘(\ ¢ing Scripture and the Spirit of
x\-\(\eﬁ\ A\ \‘(\\(\Q Sl o™ \and  Prophecy. We in the Northwest
The Adveatist Church in the  education erises g2 4 oW Nea L o o0V §w Tare going © hold to the stan-
Northwest, stands at the cross-  in evang “0& 0“‘\0 0‘()‘5% n \N‘(\a W\ N Q( S\\\)\ dards of the church. ™
TORGS 10 Sairy Wi 4. Issucs that C‘gt\e'& A0, 0\830 \)g‘(\a 00 \S £0¢\ Church standards
may be just surfacing will— \eS» \(\QS ‘e\. \\(\‘0 ac‘(\\ ot W
become items of prime o2 '\SQ\Q 09\9\_ S We ‘0\)\ ‘3\(\\% '\0(\5‘ 0 A\ Predicting that the issue of
eration in the nc ‘&\'ﬁ Q e Qe‘ d\sg\()\ e(s()“‘ 3 \,\\)“\ 0(\0\\56 .(\c\\)d ne church standards will be **a real
and adjustp>- 0 80 T oach e WP \“63 a0 C 3_(%\ 3_(\6 _\onfrontation in the future,”
2 .SS\O ’(e “ (\\\J '(\C 05 b\ ”‘ﬂ \a\N R T o head-
magl O Q,e‘ oV 0\0 (e \! (\& \(\0(\ e o\ s says he sees a ““head-on
o «\es‘Sa 3ed Y \ke(\‘“ A e® A W\ N R\ RE O \No‘d‘ lision between what is hap-
;«“\\“ \\\e\‘ «\((\3“ o0 o0 \3“\6“\;\0‘ m’&“\ é\ag\\c X0 xeoC e“e’fﬁ’ \Na‘\cx\ g ol \ing in our college and
o W O\ \2 S \4 \ _\hes and what the church
ga\le\ \ ‘(\a‘\le \\'\G‘(\\(\e e O\d’( ea(&\\\o(\‘ G‘O\J e(:c Se(\la‘\\ e0 or® e S ‘\(\e}‘\(\e‘\‘ c’_o\) s\)\)e‘ en teaching and preach-
oNet \(\a\\“l ol \\ ) u ()’d‘\“e (’\S\s 00 0 e gof < e Harris pinpoints such
S A (S e of cn ks LS R\ e 12 \s as the use of alcohol
VO eal SN NS P o a8 T (ot OOt ot 19 ;
v Q\ o 0 0 es WO 0‘\6. e o\ (\09’5 ot > nce at movies and
e\Sa’(‘(\e(e \a\:\o“' one ot 0&‘(\\50 \‘(\Q\N \)(\'\0(\\ g‘\(\a\ A ot arices, and increased use of
\W \ Q A\ \! 8 Gl jewelry.
oV \)(C\\ \e -\53\0“‘ e (eco(e '\\le(‘\ \00(\¢ 0 \QO\‘(: e W l-win- ““There is also a more relaxed
OO e Y (o e\ cCeS™ o Re Surate with attitude toward Sabbath obser-
e c ‘5:‘ \N_ -\9\65_ ot e\l QV -\0%60 «Tay participation in  vance and those dietary norms
(0‘)‘(\% QQ\SG 6\3\\(\0 of W s ¥ _overnance,” the Bible and the Spirit of
ph® 310 \\ o of 0\“0% ) (Le@‘“ ¥ Church standards will be Prophecy have pointed out to
geh\&Y \Oadg e S co%(\\ §Cost to
me \_‘(\e\ r&(\d <
durat c\'\()(\j 1o \0 ¢ says Revelation
ones, 0% seminars will become increas-
*“to tra) S § ingly important in the latter
in thatd 1980s, because they "‘are
Acco arris, this will  uncovering thousands of new

The North Pacific Union officers—Duane Huey, treasurer;
Richard D. Fearing, president; and H. J. Harris, secretary-—dis-
cuss the future of the union and the challenges it may be facing.
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: xnows who the believ-
ers are? The judgment does not in-
form the Lord, it enlightens His
creation.

Here the great controversy comes
into focus. Satan long ago raised
doubts about God's integrity.
Through the scribes and Pharisees
he repeated these charges during
Christ’s days on earth: *This man
receives sinners’ (Luke 15:2). In
other words: “How can the Holy
One accept those who are unholy?
And if He can forgive sinners, why
cast me and my angels out of
heaven, yet build mansions there

CHILDREN’S £O

2 )
rson: That's the

v 1t is with peacocks. They are
beautiful, but they can’t sing. In fact,
their call often sounds like a person
screaming.

Peacocks, especially the males, are
prized for their beautiful feathers.
The long, colorful tail feathers are the
most interesting part of this bird. A
peacock takes five full years to grow
these. There are more than 200 tail
teathers, which farmers pull out one
at a time when they get “ripe."”

The feathers are so commercially
valuable that some farmers raise
peacocks on a large scale and sell
the feathers as adornments for la-

10 (962)

about His trustworthiness. The Bi-
ble reveals that God will allow Him-
selfto beaudited. ""Let God be found
true, though every man be found a
liar, as it is written, “That Thou
mightest be justified in Thy words,
and mightest prevail when Thou art
judged’ " (Rom. 3:4).

One more thing about the inves-
tigative judgment. Sometimes peo-
ple feel bad about having their sins
recorded in the sanctuary. But as
long as we remain in Christ our sins
are forgiven; the guill is gone. So
God is not keeping a record of our

sins up there, but a record of His

0 'l eness 1S ercv ou JeS.
The Judge is on our side! What a

tble texts quoted in this article are from the
NewAmerican Standard Bible

! Isidore Singer, ed., The Jewish Encyciopedia
[New York: Funk and Wagnalls, 1902), Vol 11, p
Farks

* W. M. Chendles, The Trial of jesus [New York
The Empire Pub. Co., 1906}, vol 1, pp. 153, 154

Y See Teylor Bunch, “Bohold the Man!" (Nash
ville: Southern Pub. Assn.. 1946). pp. 64. 66,

* Singer, p. 294

-'-S'""('ll‘l; Messoges, book 2, pp. 32, 33

° Steps to Christ, ?* 70
71 Peter 1:12; Eph

3:10; 1 Cor. 49 Ex. 25:20

Martin Weber is
assistant to the
director-speaker
of It Is Written,
Thousand Oaks,
California.

1is pride a bit.
After his tail feathers are o
out, he doesn’

r into W€
ported shall ente m dments, |\

and anl do his €O
and ap d fe. and may en

9:21). \of It
God aCUCKS
very pla e loves beauty and

S
hat they may
ter n thfoug

ot
c alcs m .
h ths'\(‘%ﬂs of the Times,

—corck s call, we can have an

inner beauty of a pleasant person-
ality and a good character.
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Legalism, while purporting to
produce obedience, fails to deal
with the root of all sin.

(Continued from page 23)
the futility of building one’s ¥**
either a try-harder -
please pri-

| o

prame shall drink of
..ane of the wrath of God" (Rev.

*. 14:9, 10). But the third angel’s mes-

_— 15 the in-

The Trinity |

sage also includes verse 12: “Here

The Pseudotrinity

The Father

® loves and :

“1f the 1ig?th
Sabbath 0 _t _
no foundation _m the

o God calls "M

decree that commands you

1 hile you K
orship God, W
\gib\e showing sunday to be O

you consent to receive the mar
of God.”

® is the representative of Christ

® exalts wark of Christ

® speaks the truth and leads
into all truth

® tongues of fire on Day of
Pentecost

® pleads and strives with men

® seals the believer

of truth has been pres

y holy day.
this take plac
{o cease fro

now that ther
ther than a comm
K of the peast, an

ented to YOU, revealing th_e

d showin

" you receive
e? \When you

m labor on
e is not a WO

4 refuse the seal

Review and Her

The False Prophet
® is the representative of the beast
® exalts wark of the beast
® speaks lies and deceives

® pretends God's approval
through fire and miracles

® exercises fores, fear, threat,
and coercion

@ marks the unbeliever

26 (954)

are they tb.c keep th., command-
ments r. God, a~.d the faith of
Jesus.” The di- ine remedy for the
beas’ prir_iple is justification *
faith, which is *“‘the ks
message in -
Heor-""

poabbath comes to
§ an arbitrary intrusion in
our lives, but as an invitation from
a loving Creator to enjoy fellowship
with Him. The Sabbath also con-
fronts lie 2 in inviting a man to look
outside of himself to the finished
work of Another for acceptance and
forgiveness.

Last, the Sabbath refutes lie 3 by
being God's sign of obedience: "1
gave them my sabbaths, to be a sign
between me and them, that they
might know that | am the Lord that
sanctify them"” (Eze. 20:12).

But we must beware! Anyone

whose focus is on the Sabbath apart
from the Lord of the Sabbath—and
who looks at his Sabbathkeeping as

the ground of his salvation— has ac-

tually accepted lie 2 and is a candi-

date for the mark of the beast.

ald, July 13,1897

Through the work of the pseudo-
trinity, Satan appears as an angel of
light. Pretending to uphold God's
law and government, he cunningly
leads people to accept to any extent
one or more of his specious lies.

Thus a person can receive the mark

of the beast while ostensibly work-
ing for God, It behooves each of us
to be alert and on our guard, and to
place our trust fully in Jesus. (w

Ervin K. Thom-
sen is puastor of
the San Luis
Obispo SDA
Church, San
Luis Obispo,
California.




have sinned. Like Adam, He had noth-

ing sinful within to respond to Satan’s

_temptations, but He could be rempted
from an appeal to use His sinless pas-
sions and drives in an unlawful way.
He withstood the temprer.

Jesus also came 1o show that fall--
man, as corrupted by ©-
keep the law
the law. . .. By

of God, He rest
table character,
time proving tha
be perfectly obd
grace by every soi
Adam.” * He came
ture had become dey
of God well-nigh |
came in “the fullnes
when midnight darks ¥ 2
the world, and human _uies—1tem-
ples for God—had become demon
possessed, and “the earth was dark
through misapprehension of God.” ©
He came to suffer temptarnions ar this
fallen level, to leave us ajy

o=
e
=
=)
wl

must give equal attentio
stitution and example, to
and humaniry. Full place to each as-
pect must be maintained so as to un-
derstand the full truth about His temp-
tanons.

With this in mind, let us consider the
temptations of Christ, and the way in
which they serve as an example for us.

Satan’s Strategy

Satan “knew that everything which
concerned his prosperity was pending
upon his success or failure in overcom-
ing Christ with his temptations in the

within
nature.

Christ to sin. “If he [Satan] failed, he

ADVENTIST REVIEW, FEBRUARY 1 1990

The charge was leveled at

the Creato~"

knew that he was lost. Therefore, the
power of his temptations was in ac-
cordance with the greatness of the ob-
ject which he would lose or gain. For
4,000 years, ever since the declaration
vas made to Adam thart the seed of the

This_ 1s the other dimcn't‘;]FOr we have not an b . he _serpent’s
mission. e . ‘ g rl' .

Both dimensions of as V\fee’mg of our mfirmitigs.egt Wwhic
must be held together-| =€ are, yet without gjp » ut wa

fray to force ,
“Satan was on His track at every
step, and in the wilderness he assailed
Him with the three leading tempta-
tions with which man is overcome
—appetite, presumption, and
ambition.” * (See 1 John 2:16.)

Was Sinlessness an Advantage?

To appreciate the gonfrontation in

nearly six
man was at
not been
«y as Moses
T for 40 days.'” “He
aciated through long fasting,
and felt the keenest sense of hunger.
His visage was indeed marred more
than the sons of men.” '
Because His humanity was sinless,

gut

h. Cannot be o
S In al| oints

n o ROINtS tempteq e

Jesus could not experience the inner

Everything was ar stake in getning

sinful urgings of sinful humans, Bur it

was necessary that He, as our exam-

Cn n-
inless
ucial
the
aimn
ite.

ple, experience -
tensire

g 1. 1090
ceBAUAY -« aepths
_..ure being clamored for food.
10 be hungry was not a sin; it was a
proper desire. But through a 40-day
intensification, His gnawing hunger
became equivalent to the worst sinful
drives ever experienced by humans.
Although spotlessly sinless, Jesus can
understand the mnner forces of the
most degraded addict. His example
didn’t violate His ability to be our
substitute. In fact, His substitution
added to the intensification of His
suffering, and hence contributed to

' hengic example. For “His an-

uched witp

the indulgence
sion upon the
Hebre .
i WS 4:15 e weight of the
sins of the world Wwas pressing His
soul, and His countenance expressed
unutterable sorrow, a depth of an-
guish that fallen man had never real-
ized. He felt the overwhelming tide of
woe that deluged the world. He real-
ized the strength of indulged appetite
and of unholy passion thar controlled
the world." ' As the sin-bearer “He
humiliated Himself to the lowest
depths of human woe, that He might
be qualified to reach man, and bring
him up from the degradation in which
sin had plunged him.” "7

Those sins devastated His frail hu-
manity! How could one man, even a
sinless man, bear the weight of a
world’s sin? There i1s mystery here
that must be understood withourt vi-
olaing His example. To a degree,
perhaps inexplicable this side of eter-
nity, His substitution necessitated
His divinity, nort just to have His sac-
rifice acceptable, but even to bear the

(125) 21



M. GORDON: [Direcied the song service. |

M. H. TARACENA-TORRES: [Offered
opening prayer. |

R.J. KLOOSTERHUIS: Before we begm our
afternoon business session [ would hike to mvite
B. B. Beach to come to the podium and intro-
duce one of our special invitees.

B. B. BEACH: | am pleased to introduce to

SESSION P

Ninth business meeting

Fifty-fifth General Conference session, July 10, 1990, 3:15 p.m.

the assembly this afternoon T. J. Murphy ., pas-

tor of Saint Joan of Are Church in Indianapolis.

as an ohserver und official guest representing

GC SNAPSHOT

P

the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christien

the Roman Catholic Church. | Appliuse.]
IRPHY ing this occasion, the fifty

fifth world sessson of the General Conference of
the Seventh-day Adventists, 1 convey to you
grectings and prayerful best wishes from the pres-
ident, secretary, and members of the Pontifical
Council for Promoting Christian Unity, | hring
you personal greetings from the archhishop of
Indianapohis, promising and assuring you that
prayers are being offered within our community
for the hlessed success of this General Confer-
ence. It is a deep honor to be present as an ob-
server of these momentous and Spirit-filled pro-
ceedngs and deliberations. For it is the desire of
the Saviour Himself that His disciples might all be
one so that the world may beheve

I conclude with # prayer from our liturgy, a
prayer we can vonce from all our hearts. **De-
hiver us, Lord, from every ewil, and grant us
peace in our day. In Your mercy, keep us free
from sm and protect us from all unxiety as we
wait in joyful hope for the coming of our Sav-

8 (872)

Unity. He is bere to give greetings on behalf of

lhf’ l/_,i \

wur, Jesus Christ, Amen.™

R. J. KLOOSTERHUIS: We'd like to con-
sider the item entitled **Ordination of Women
to the Gospel Ministry. "’

Before we begin, | would like to make a
statement. The General Conference leadership
would like to make it very clear that whatever
is the final vote, we shall abide by that vote, We
recogmize that in the Seventh-day Adventist
Church. the highest authority is the General
Conference in session. We are in session. And

once the vote 15 taken, we
fulfill the wisk-

wally dd \S &
jtself a0

the adopt
JLV.S u
could you clanfy that we are dealing only with the

ommendation that we don’t ordain women?

R. J KLOOSTERHUIS: That is correct
Nothing else.

1. V. STEVENS: The Bible tells us very
clearly that we should have a plain **Thus saith
the Lord."" We don’t have that for the women-
in-the-pulpit ministry, although there is a need
for them to assist in the church. Culturally,
there were priestesses in Egypt, but God went
against culture i establishing a male priest-
hood. The same was true in Christ's time
—when there were pnestesses. God established
# male ministry. So God was certainly not in
timicdated by culture. Sometimes we don't un-
derstand what God is trying to say, but God is
certainly night

L. TRUSTY: Are we suggesting discrimina-
tion in this regard? My understanding is that our
colleges and universities are willing to accept
tuition and moneys from women who choose to
prepare themselves for the ministry,

ESTELLA GREIG: T would like to speak
against the motion—that is, | would Tike to
speak in favor of the ordination of women to the
gospel ministry, | believe that at this time in our
church’s history, we need o liberate the Holy
Spiritto work with whatever church member He
sees fit to work with. And if we as an organized
church limit His work, then | think it is going
to prolong the time as we wait for the Second
Coming. Let us not hind the wings or the work
of the Holy Spirit

L. GUDMUNDSSON: It seems to me that
this question of ordaining women is really a
problem that the Seventh-day Adventist Church
has with the entire question of ordination

It appears that we as a church carry a weight
of conscience with the women that we presently
have working in the ministry. These women are
doing the work of the Holy Spirit -

om for such a time as this.

We all want God's work to be fimished. We
implore Him with prayers for the finishing of
His work. And God has committed Himself to
working through broken vessels, human ves-
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Yel it is a person-centered awareness. We look for
our Saviour. our Friend, the Brndegroom.
In the Epistle to the Ephesians the doctrine of the church
is set forth in sweeping cosmic terms.
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embraceu mese understndings.

A series of Bible conferences
developed a platform of “present
truth.” Now they had a banner—"the
commandments of God and the faith
of Jesus™ (Rev. 14:12, RSV).

Early Seventh-day Adventists were
mostly anti-organization. To form a

Ministry belongs to the
whole people of God,
not a privileged few.

The believers are witnesses to humans
and angels. They were chosen “before
the creation of the world to be holy and
blameless in his sight™ (Eph. 1:4). They
are somehow used by God in bringing
about the consummation of all things—
“to bring all things in heaven and on
earth together under one head. even

new denomination was to returmn to Babylon, out of
which they had been cast. Unthinkable! But the die was
cast. The differences between Seventh-day Adventists
and their former communions were irreconcilable. They
needed also to be distinguished from Adventists who
had not accepted “present truth.” Organization was
inevitable (1861).

Seventh-day Adventists have always looked upon them-
selves as bemg in solidarity with historic Christianity.
Seventh-day Adventists hold 1o the central core of truths of
the Christian faith: God is one, yet manifest as three
Persons—Father, Son, and Holy Spint: the Son is of the
same substance and nature as the Father (we believe in the
Son's preexistence. His eternal power and Godhead), the
Holy Spinit 1s also coequal. It is not necessary 10 review a
long list. Seventh-day Adventists do not preach another
gospel.

The point 1s that Seventh-day Adventists meet all the
critena of an suthentic church. The idea of cult (follow-
ing one individual who dictates all beliefs) or sect does
not apply.

The four classical marks of the biblical church apply

1o Seventh-day Adventists: its holiness (in Jesus Christ),

its catholicuy (universahty), its apostolicity (in harmony

with the witness of the apostles/founders). its unify (one

Lord. one faith. one baptism).

Whatever the judgment of fellow Christians,
Seventh-day Adventists are centain that before God their
fellowship is an authentic expression of the body of
Christ. Within the biblical parameters and guidelines, it

AOVENTSST REVE W. DCTORER 1, 1962

Christ™ (verse 10). “Having believed,
you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy
Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until
the redemption of those who are God's possession—to the
praise of his glory™ (verses 13, 14),

The church 1s on her way 10 meet the Bridegroom,
who vouchsafes her ultimate salvation. She does not
face an uncertain future.

The imagery of the bridal procession and the subse-
quent marrigge ceremony is a familiar mouf in
Scripture. Closely associated with the marmage symbol-
ism is the picture of an enthronement (see Ps. 45). The
King is being married 1o His people. Psalm 68 forms a
background for Ephesians 4. The Perfect Man. Jesus.
has promised 1o return for His chosen bnide. At His
coming He grants her status (immortality). He has loved
her and given “himself up for her 10 make her holy.
cleansing her by the washing with water through the
word, and 10 present her to himself as a radiant church,
without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy
and blameless™ (Eph. 4:25-27).

In this He “will not falter or be discouraged™ (Isa.
42:4). We have His assurance that the church militant
will become the church tiumphant. =

* Unlens otherwine noted. all Bible references m this amicle are from the
New Internatonal Version
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HE BIBLE does not support the
common system of ecclestastical
order, as we know 1it, within
the Chnstian Church,
The Seventh-day Adventist Church

follows a model of organizational

order in the church which 18 modihied

L

trom the orders of Koman
Catholicism, but it retains the same
notions of clencal order which
separates the members of the Church
into two classes—clergy and laity. The
Bible knows no such Difurcation or
division. In fact, Martin Luther was

ew Testament knows only one
“order’ of believers—the laity, which
means ‘‘the people of God

Of the people of God, the Bible
says.

But you are a chosen race, a royal
priesthoed, @ holy nation, God's oum
peopic, that you may declare the
wonderful deeds of him whe called you
out of darkness mto his marvelous light.

D.1Douglas Devnich

Once you were no people bul now you are
Gad's peeple; once you had not recerved
mercy but now you have recewved mercy.
(1 Peter 2:9, 10)

Clearly this speaks of all of us,
whether or not we are employees of
the Church. All of us are in the
priesthood once we have become
God's people.

Possibly, the Remnant church of

ead, ought also
e Reformation in the
atter of hierarchicalism, or shall we
say "clericalism.”” The so-called
“laity”” of the Church is now ready
for it. The question may be: Are the
“clergy’” ready?

Let us briefly review history.

When the Protestant reformers
awakened to the Divine call to restore
the Gospel of Salvation by Faith
Alone, they confronted a church that
was hierarchical, sacerdotal (priestly),
and clerical (dominated by clergy).

equal to and often above the state.
This dominance over people’s lives
was undergirded by the theology of

f

The clergy held ““power to command””

the Church that said that Jesus Chnst l
had delegated to the clergy-controlled
Church the right to dispense or
withhold grace. It was inconceivable
at that time that the common people
could relate with God on a personal
and relational basis. There was no
grace of God for the people apart
from the Church. Thus, the leaders
of the church were the dispensers of
grace and the guardians of Church
order
In harmony with the Reformation,
most every Adventist realizes that it is
not in God’s order of things that any
other person can stand as mediator
between the believer and his'her tri- ‘
une God. Why then do we retain the
false idea that clergy are a
classification of people within the )
Church which live in some superior
state of spiritual achievement?
Fundamental to the Reformation is the
truth that the reception of Grace is
dependent upon the response of the
individual to Christ in a direct and
personal way. Being made night with
God s not mediated through the
church institution, but directly
through Jesus Chnst.
There are several exa

was a recognition given to all
believers and not only to apostles,
elders or deacons, In that sense, every
one who believed in Christ was equal
with everyone else in the ministry of
spiritual gifts. This along with other
references helps us to understand that
the New Testament did not
contemplate that in the centuries to
follow, a special order of ““clergy”
would arise to exercise their spiritual
gifts while others (the laity) would be
spectators in the spiritual enterprise of
bringing others to believe in Jesus
Chnist.

Perhaps it 1s time for us to 1
reconsider the New Testament model
of the “priesthood of all believers”
and recognize that in the work of the
Church, all are ministers. Then the

2 MESSENGER'DECEMBER 1993
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GEORGE H. CRUMLEY

How Do You Spend
$500 Million?

r—;—"—-‘\uhc in North America\his year will top $3500 Adventst Medi
i million for the first nme)in Adventist history. A -
half killion dollars!

ficy. We're obligated to spend God's

y s way.
So how will we spend $500 mullion next year!

We'll spend abour $200 million making sure that there
are pastors for our churches in North America. That
includes paying salaries, benefits (such as health-care
coverage), retirement fund contributions, and expenses for
continuing education and professional improvement.

About another $150 million will be spent to support
Advenust church schools and academies. (Tuirion, local
church subsidies, alumni donations, and other funds make
the total spent for our K-12 education system more like
$400 million.)

Church programs—like evangelism, summer camps, and
camp meetings—use about $70 million. Another $70 million
18 spent on support functions, such as staffing conference
offices, maintamning buildings, and insurance costs.

The final $10 million is left in reserve, for
unforeseen opportunities or emergencies.
It’s an awesome responsibility. We, your
caders, need your prayers: that we'll be able
o make wise decisions; thar we'll stick to
ur budgets; that God will help us see
ays in which we can use His funds in
1 \e wisest passible manner

o addition to what thes:

Geoge H. Cranley is treaswrer of the Seventh-
day Advenust Church m Novth America,
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March 30, 2001

Dear Friend(s),

_ We should like to introduce ourselves to vou. The Office of United Mations Liaison is located at the
Seventh-day Adventist Church world headquarters and operates as part of the department of Public Affairs and

Religious Liberty. Its mandate is to provide a channel of communication and influence at ‘r
working with the main organization and its 48 different subsidiaries, such as the World Health Organization, the
High Commission for Human Rights, United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and many more,

The Church holds consultative status with the Economic and Social Committee of the UN (ECOS0C) and
is consulted on a wide range of different subjects including religious freedom, human rights, health and medical
work, and education.

Last year 1 was privileged to attend the Millennium Summit (54" General Assembly of the UN), the W
Religious Leaders Summit, the celebration of Human Rights Day, and various committees as =+
and health. This gave me opportunity to speak to national representatius=
Sudan, Colombia, Algeria and many others, sharing wi

The most significant conferences sponsored by
{LDC) Conference in May, and the Conference on Racii P
addition, we shall be participating in the Commission or| heath

Onr immediate need right now is to start a volu
777 UN Plaza in New York can be staffed and physical p
credible “UN Witness™ be maintained. Enclosed is a cop
reading. Please let us know if you'd like to receive the ne
our contact information is on the newsletter. And feel freq

| the civil gov‘er eb e church o acc

also be eMPD Last Day Events - 228

< United Nations Liaison Diretts

fnue our unique opportunity to witness 1o everyone working at the United
ission, and thought leaders from all around the world.

qtroversy (1911) P-
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Home > Blog > On Religious Liberty, Adventists Join Hands With Catholics

On Religious Liberty, Adventists Join Hands With

Catholics

L e e

In a landmark decision handed down on January 11, the
U.S. Supreme Court unanimously ruled that church employ-
ees do not have the right to sue the religious institutions that
hire them under Federal workplace anti-discrimination laws.
The lawyers at the Office of General Counsel for the Sev-
enth-day Adventist Church hailed the decision as a triumph
for religious liberty. In a statement published by the Advent-
ist Review, church officials expressed their pleasure.

The General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists wel-
comed the court’s unanimous decision. As one of many
religious organizations that filed friend of the court briefs in
support of the Lutheran run church school, we are pleased
with the outcome. For the Adventist Church in the United
States this means courts will not be second-guessing the
hiring and firing of our pastors and teachers. No longer can the church be hauled into court when it dis-
misses a pastor or teacher for immoral conduct or straying from the teachings of the church. Rather, the
church is free to make these decisions without fear that a secular judge and jury will decide it
was instead pretext for an improper motive....
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«Angels were sent to aid the mighty angel from heaven, and I heard Vmceti1 QZ?;C;
e und every where, Come out of her, my people, that ye be not par ers
seem_ed . S((j) that ye receive n’ot of her plagues; for her sins have reached unt((j)d_ San tc;
o Cor ar? th rer%lembered her iniquities. This message seemed to k_)e an addi f10" o
e G'Od . age, and joined it,.. the last solemn warning, proclaiming the fa o
e ion m?s agljli,n upon God's people to come out of her; that they might escapt}el
oo, Theg lieht that was shed upon the waiting ones penetrate_d everyh wt her;:é
e d()m;\..'had anyg light in the churches, who had not heard and rejected t ‘t? r ;
?rr\]gs;gogzg,\l;ngwered to the call, and left the fallen cgul(rcheg... ”S?]rigecgtr;oraz r&i r%ea:tls
i i [ their Lord, and keeping a nts.
E?t?ktthhi?:jr iggga\é\gt\?vgsl?csoe(jlgoirslrﬁoﬁr; all were to be tested upon it, and the_precious
ongs were to be called out from the religious bodies.

Spiritual Gifts Vol.4 p.195

The Question that Changed My Life

A number of years ago, | had the privilege of teaching at a school of ministry. My students were hungry for
God, and I was constantly searching for ways to challenge them to fall more in love with Jesus and to become

voices for revival in the Church. | came across a quote attributed most often to Rev. Sam Pascoe. It is a short
version of the history of Christianity, and it goes like this:

Christianity started in Palestine as a fellowship;
it moved to Greece and became a philosophy;
it moved to Italy and became an institution;
it moved to Europe and became a culture;
it came to America and became an enterprise.

Some of the students were only 18 or 19 years old—barely out of diapers—and | wanted them to understand and
appreciate the import of the last line, so I clarified it by adding, “An enterprise. That’s a business.” After a few
moments Martha, the youngest student in the class, raised her hand. | could not imagine what her question
might be. I thought the little vignette was self-explanatory, and that | had performed it brilliantly. Neverthe-
less, I acknowledged Martha’s raised hand, “Yes, Martha.” She asked such a simple question, “A business?
But isn’t it supposed to be a body?” I could not envision where this line of questioning was going, and the

only response I could think of was, “Yes.” She continued, “But when a body becomes a business, isn’t that a
prostitute?”




YOUR THOUGHTS BECOME YOQUR DESTINY

Watch your thoughts for they become your words,
Choose your words for they become your actions,
Understand your actions for they become your habits,
Study your habits for they will become your character,
Develop your character for it will become your DESTINY

“Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge
of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ”
2 Corinthians 10:5
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