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Gospel Order of Baptism  
 

Baptism- What is its purpose? 

     “I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but he that 

cometh after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to 

bear: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire:” Matt. 

3:11  

     “John did baptize in the wilderness, and preach the baptism of 

repentance for the remission of sins.” Mark 1:4   

     “I indeed have baptized you with water: but he shall baptize you 

with the Holy Ghost.” Mark 1:8   

    “John answered, saying unto them all, I indeed baptize you with 

water; but one mightier than I cometh, the latchet of whose shoes I 

am not worthy to unloose: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost 

and with fire:” Luke 3:16   

 

Who Called John to Baptize? 

     “And I knew him not: but he that sent me to baptize with water, 

the same said unto me, Upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit de-

scending, and remaining on him, the same is he which baptizeth 

with the Holy Ghost.” John 1:33    

     “But what went ye out for to see? A prophet? yea, I say unto 

you, and more than a prophet. For this is he, of whom it is written, 

Behold, I send my messenger before thy face, which shall prepare 

thy way before thee.” Mat. 11:9-10 

 

Why Did the People Have to –“Go Out” to See Him? 

     “And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, and was in the 

deserts till the day of his shewing unto Israel.” Luke 1:80  

     “John the Baptist was a reformer. To him was committed a great 

work for the people of his time. And in preparation for that work, all 

his habits were carefully regulated, even from his birth. The angel 

Gabriel was sent from heaven to instruct the parents of John in the 

principles of health reform. He “shall drink neither wine nor strong 

drink,” said the heavenly messenger; “and he shall be filled with the 

Holy Ghost.” Luke 1:15.  Christian Temperance & Bible Hygiene 

pg. 38  

     John separated himself from his friends, and from the luxuries of 

life, dwelling alone in the wilderness, and subsisting upon a purely 
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vegetable diet. The simplicity of his dress — a garment woven of 

camel's hair — was a rebuke to the extravagance and display of the 

people of his generation, especially of the Jewish priests (pastors) . 

His diet also, of locusts (St. John’s Bread= Locusts bean= Carob) 

and wild honey, was a rebuke to the gluttony that everywhere pre-

vailed.   

     The work of John was foretold by the prophet Malachi: “Behold, 

I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and 

dreadful day of the Lord; and he shall turn the heart of the fathers to 

the children, and the heart of the children to their fathers.” [Malachi 

4:5, 6.] John the Baptist went forth in the spirit and power of Elijah, 

to prepare the way of the Lord, and to turn the people to the wisdom 

of the just. He was a representative of those living in the last days, 

to whom God has intrusted sacred truths to present before the peo-

ple, to prepare the way for the second appearing of Christ. And the 

same principles of temperance which John practiced should be ob-

served by those who in our day are to warn the world of the coming 

of the Son of man.”  Christian Temperance & Bible Hygiene pg. 39 

     “John the Baptist made his home in the wilderness, there to re-

ceive of God the message he was to bear to prepare the way for the 

Coming One. So far as consistent, we should shun every influence 

which would tend to divert the mind from the work of God. And 

those especially who are young in faith and experience should be-

ware that they do not in self-confidence place themselves in the way 

of temptation.”  Gospel Workers 1892 Pg. 286 

     “John the Baptist was not fitted for his high calling as the fore-

runner of Christ by association with the great men (conference lead-

ers, pastors, and teachers) of the nation in the schools at Jerusalem. 

He went out into the wilderness, where the customs and doctrines of 

men could not mold his mind, and where he could hold unob-

structed communion with God.”  Special Testimonies on Education 

Pg. 46 

    “All unnecessary matters need to be weeded from the course of 

study, and only such studies placed before the student as will be of 

real value to him. With these alone he needs to become familiarized, 

that he may secure for himself that life which measures with the life 

of God. And as he learns of these, his mind will strengthen and ex-

pand as did the mind of Christ and of John the Baptist. What was it 

that made John great? --He closed his mind to the mass of tradition 

taught by the teachers of the Jewish nation, opening it to the wis-
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dom "which cometh down from above." Before his birth, the Holy 

Spirit testified of John: "For he shall be great in the sight of the 

Lord, and shall drink neither wine nor strong drink; and he shall be 

filled with the Holy Ghost, even from his mother's womb. And 

many of the children of Israel shall he turn to the Lord their God. 

And he shall go before him in the spirit and power of Elias, to turn 

the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the 

wisdom of the just; to make ready a people prepared for the Lord." 

And in his prophecy, Zacharias said of John, "And thou, child, shalt 

be called the prophet of the Highest: for thou shalt go before the 

face of the Lord to prepare his ways; to give knowledge of salvation 

unto his people by the remission of their sins, through the tender 

mercy of our God; whereby the dayspring from on high hath visited 

us, to give light to them that sit in darkness and in the shadow of 

death, to guide our feet into the way of peace. And the child grew, 

and waxed strong in spirit, and was in the deserts till the day of his 

showing unto Israel."  Special Testimony on Education Pg. 151   

     Simeon said of Christ, "Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart 

in peace, according to thy word: for mine eyes have seen thy salva-

tion, which thou hast prepared before the face of all people; a light 

to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel." "And 

Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and 

man." Jesus and John were represented by the educators of that day 

as ignorant, because they had not learned under them. But the God 

of heaven was their teacher, and all who heard were astonished at 

their knowledge of the Scripture, having never learned. Of them, 

they had not, truly; but from God they had learned the highest kind 

of wisdom.  Special Testimony on Education Pg. 152 

     The judgment of men, even of teachers, may be very wide of the 

mark as to what constitutes true education. The teachers in the days 

of Christ did not educate the youth in the correct knowledge of the 

Scriptures, which lie at the foundation of all education worthy of the 

name. Christ declared to the Pharisees, "Ye do err, not knowing the 

Scriptures, nor the power of God," "teaching for doctrines the com-

mandments of men." And he prayed for his disciples, "Sanctify 

them through thy truth: thy word is truth. As thou hast sent me into 

the world, even so have I also sent them into the world. And for 

their sakes I sanctify myself, that they also might be sanctified 

through the truth."  
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What Was His Message? 

     “The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the 

way of the LORD, make straight in the desert a highway for our 

God.” Isa. 40:3   

    “As it is written in the prophets, Behold, I send my messenger 

before thy face, which shall prepare thy way before thee. The voice 

of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, 

make his paths straight. John did baptize in the wilderness, and 

preach the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins. And 

there went out unto him all the land of Judaea, and they of Jerusa-

lem, and were all baptized of him in the river of Jordan, confessing 

their sins.” Mark 1:2-5   

    “The message of John the Baptist was a new and startling mes-

sage, and could not be interwoven with the superstitions and tradi-

tions of the Pharisees (pastors). The disciples of John were not to 

think that his self-denial, his self-sacrifice, his prayers, his devo-

tions, his fastings, were like those of the Pharisees (pastors). The 

Pharisees (pastors) fasted in hypocrisy, and there was no vitality in 

their religious exercises. To seek to blend the pretense of the Phari-

sees (pastors) with the devotion of John would be only to make 

more evident the breach between them. The work of John was to 

expose the character of the works of the Pharisees (pastors), to set 

their traditions and heresies in their true light before the people”. 

    “In John the Baptist, God raised up a messenger to prepare the 

way of the Lord. He was to bear to the world an unflinching testi-

mony, reproving and denouncing sin. In announcing John's mission 

and work, the angel said: "He shall go before him in the spirit and 

power of Elias, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and 

the disobedient to the wisdom of the just; to make ready a people 

prepared for the Lord."   

     John had not been educated in the schools of the rabbis 

(theological seminaries). He had obtained no human scholarship. 

God and nature had been his teachers. The forerunner of Christ did 

not expose himself to evil conversation and the corrupting influ-

ences of the world. He chose to have his home in the wilderness, 

where, by studying the book of nature, he could become acquainted 

with the character of God, and preserve the sacred sense of his maj-

esty.   

     To prepare the way before Christ, one was needed who, like the 

prophets of old, could summon the degenerate (denomi—) nation to 
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repentance, and the voice of John was lifted up like a trumpet. His 

commission was, "Show my people their transgression, and the 

house of Jacob their sins." He presented no long arguments, no fine-

spun theories, elaborately delivered in their "first," "secondly," and 

"thirdly." Pure, native eloquence was revealed; every word carried 

with it certainty and truth.”  Advent Review & Sabbath Herald, Au-

gust 2, 1898 

 

“What is our work?  

     “The same as that given to John the Baptist, of whom we read, 

"In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the wilderness of 

Judea, and saying, Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. 

For this is he that was spoken of by the prophet Esaias, saying, The 

voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the 

Lord, make his paths straight."  

     “All who are truly engaged in the work of the Lord for these last 

days will have a decided message to bear. Read the first few verses 

of the fortieth chapter of Isaiah:” Advent Review & Sabbath Herald, 

October 1, 1903   

 

Why Should We Baptize? 

     “And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is 

given unto me in heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore, and teach all 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatso-

ever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even 

unto the end of the world. Amen.” Mat 28:18-20   

 

How Should We Baptize? 

     “And John also was baptizing in Aenon near to Salim, because 

there was much water there: and they came, and were baptized.” 

John 3:23   

     “And as they went on their way, they came unto a certain water: 

and the eunuch said, See, here is water; what doth hinder me to be 

baptized? And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou 

mayest. And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the 

Son of God. And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they 

went down both into the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he 

baptized him.” Act 8:36  
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Whom Should We Baptize? 

     “Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one 

of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye 

shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.” Acts 2:38   

      “Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the 

same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls.” 

Acts 2:41   

     “And the angel of the Lord spake unto Philip, saying, Arise, and 

go toward the south unto the way that goeth down from Jerusalem 

unto Gaza, which is desert. And he arose and went: and, behold, a 

man of Ethiopia, an eunuch of great authority under Candace queen 

of the Ethiopians, who had the charge of all her treasure, and had 

come to Jerusalem for to worship, (He kept the Jewish faith) Was 

returning, and sitting in his chariot read Esaias the prophet. Then the 

Spirit said unto Philip, Go near, and join thyself to this chariot. And 

Philip ran thither to him, and heard him read the prophet Esaias, and 

said, Understandest thou what thou readest? And he said, How can 

I, except some man should guide me? And he desired Philip that he 

would come up and sit with him. The place of the scripture which 

he read was this, He was led as a sheep to the slaughter; and like a 

lamb dumb before his shearer, so opened he not his mouth: In his 

humiliation his judgment was taken away: and who shall declare his 

generation? for his life is taken from the earth. And the eunuch an-

swered Philip, and said, I pray thee, of whom speaketh the prophet 

this? of himself, or of some other man? Then Philip opened his 

mouth, and began at the same scripture, and preached unto him Je-

sus. And as they went on their way, they came unto a certain water: 

and the eunuch said, See, here is water; what doth hinder me to be 

baptized? And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou 

mayest. And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the 

Son of God. And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they 

went down both into the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he 

baptized him. And when they were come up out of the water, the 

Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip, that the eunuch saw him no 

more: and he went on his way rejoicing. But Philip was found at 

Azotus: and passing through he preached in all the cities, till he 

came to Caesarea.” Act 8:28-40  “And Crispus, the chief ruler of the 

synagogue (Senior Pastor of the church), believed on the Lord with 

all his house; and many of the Corinthians hearing believed, and 

were baptized.” Acts 18:8   
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Who Can Baptize? 

     “After these things came Jesus and his disciples into the land of 

Judaea; and there he tarried with them, and baptized. John 3:22  

When therefore the Lord knew how the Pharisees had heard that 

Jesus made and baptized more disciples than John, (Though Jesus 

himself baptized not, but his disciples,)” John 4:1-2   

 

Is it ONLY the Preacher’s Job to Baptize? 

     I thank God that I baptized none of you, but Crispus and Gaius; 

Lest any should say that I had baptized in mine own name.  

     “For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel: not 

with wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ should be made of 

none effect.” 1Cor. 1:14-15, 17   

     …Jesus himself baptized not, but his disciples. John 4:2   

 

When Should We Baptize? 

     Then Philip opened his mouth, and began at the same scripture, 

and preached unto him Jesus. And as they went on their way, they 

came unto a certain water: and the eunuch said, See, here is water; 

what doth hinder me to be baptized? And Philip said, If thou be-

lievest with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered and said, 

I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. And he commanded 

the chariot to stand still: and they went down both into the water, 

both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him.” Act 8:28-40  

    “And on the Sabbath we went out of the city by a river side, 

where prayer was wont to be made; and we sat down, and spake 

unto the women which resorted thither. And a certain woman 

named Lydia, a seller of purple, of the city of Thyatira, which wor-

shipped God, heard us: whose heart the Lord opened, that she at-

tended unto the things which were spoken of Paul. And when she 

was baptized, and her household, she besought us, saying, If ye 

have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come into my house, and 

abide there. And she constrained us.” Act 16:13-15  

      “Then he called for a light, and sprang in, and came trembling, 

and fell down before Paul and Silas, And brought them out, and 

said, Sirs, what must I do to be saved? And they said, Believe on the 

Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house. And they 

spake unto him the word of the Lord, and to all that were in his 

house. And he took them the same hour of the night, and washed 
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their stripes; and was baptized, he and all his, straightway. And 

when he had brought them into his house, he set meat before them, 

and rejoiced, believing in God with all his house.”  Act 16:29-34   

 

What Are We to Baptize Into? 

     “Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus 

Christ were baptized into his death?” Rom 6:3   

     “For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put 

on Christ.” Gal. 3:27   

 

When Did Baptism get separated from Receiving Christ? 

     “It began in the early second century. Certain influential Chris-

tians taught that baptism must be preceded by a period of instruc-

tion, prayer, and fasting. This trend grew worse in the third century 

when young converts had to wait three years before they could be 

baptized!  

       If you were a baptismal candidate in this era, your life was me-

ticulously scrutinized. You had to show yourself worthy of baptism 

by your conduct. Baptism became a rigid and embellished ritual that 

borrowed much from Jewish and Greek culture- elaborate with 

blessing the water, full disrobing, the uttering of a creed, anointing 

oil with exorcism, and giving milk and honey to the newly baptized 

person. It had devolved into an act associated with works rather 

than with faith.” Pagan Christianity pg. 189,190 Frank Viola & 

George Barna 2007 

         Today, it symbolizes joining a church with a certain set of 

creeds and promising to support that church with ones time, and 

money. 

     Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for 

the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall 

find rest for your souls. But they said, We will not walk therein. Jer. 

6:16   
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