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An Appeal to the Church

I was shown, Oct. 2, 1868, the state of
God's professed people.(Many of them were in
great darkness, yet seemed to be insensible of
their true condition. The sensibilities of a large
number seemed to be benumbed in regard to
spiritual and eternal things, while their minds
seemed all awake to their worldly interest.
Were cherishing idols in their hearts, and
were practicing iniquity which separated them
from God, and caused them to be bodies of
darkness. Yet | saw but few standing in the
light, having discernment and spirituality to
discover these stumbling blocks and remove
them out of the way. The Lord has shown me
that men standing in very responsible places at
the heart of the work are asleep. They are para-
lyzed by Satan, that his plans and devices may
not be discerned while he is active to ensnare,
deceive, and destroy. Some who are occupying
the position of watchmen to warn the people of
danger, have given up their watch, and recline
at ease. They are unfaithful sentinels. They
have remained inactive and indolent while their
wily foe has entered the fort, and works suc-
cessfully by their side to tear down what God
has commanded to be built up. They see that
Satan is deceiving the inexperienced and un-
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suspecting, yet they take it all quietly, as
though they had no special interest, as though
these things did not concern them. They appre-
hend no special danger. They see no cause to
raise an alarm. All to them seems to be going
well, and they see no necessity of raising the
faithful, trumpet tones of warning they hear in
the plain testimonies borne showing the people
their transgressions and the house of Israel
their sins. These reproofs and warning disturb
the quiet of these sleepy, ease-loving sentinels.
They are not pleased. They say in heart, if not
in words, This is uncalled for. It is too severe,
too harsh. These men are unnecessarily dis-
turbed and excited, and seem unwilling to give
us any quietude or rest. Ye take too much upon

Faith fuyy
Ones

yvourselves, seeing the congregation is holy,

every one of them. They are unwilling @

should have any comfort, peace, or happiness.
It is active labor, toil, and unceasing vigilance
alone which will satisfy these unreasonable,
hard-to-be-suited watchmen. Why don't they
prophecy smooth things, and cry, Peace, peace?

These are the true feelings of (many>of Ofi’,ll"é:

people. And Satan exults at his success in con-:
many who profess to be :
them, benumbed ‘:
ts\hellish ban- :

trolling the minds o
Christians. He has deceiv
their sensibilities, and planted

G
Then every thing would move on smoothly. 694\

ner _right in their midst, and they ar com- i
pletely deceived that they know not that it iS he. :
The people have not erected graven images, yet

their sin is no less in the sight of God. They
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worship mammon. They love worldly gain.
Some will make any sacrifice of conscience to
obtain their object. God's professed pedple-are, kS
selfish and self-caring. They love the things Qés
this world, and have fellowship with the _yvol"'ks
of darkness. They have pleasure in.urrighte-
ousness. They have not love toward God, nor
love for their neighbors. They are idolaters,
worse, far worse, in the sight of God, than the
heathen graven-image worshipers who have no
knowledge of a better way.

<Christ's followers>are required to come out
from the world and be separate, and touch not
the unclean, and they shall be sons and daugh-
ters of the Lord. If the conditions are not com-
plied with on their part, they will not, cannot,
realize the fulfillment of the promise of being
children of the most high God, members of the
royal family. A profession of Christianity is noth-
ing in the sight of God; but true, humble, willing
obedience to his requirements designates them
as the children of his adoption, the recipients of
his grace, the partakers of his great salvation.
Such will be peculiar, a spectacle unto the
world, to angels, and to men. Their peculiar,
holy character will be discernible, and will dis-
tinctly separate them from the world, from it$ . 1868
affections and lust. »>5DAS "

description. Their love to God is in words, not
in deed and in truth. Their course of action,
their works testify of them, that they are not
children of the light, but of darkness. Their
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works have been in selfishness, in unrighteous-
ness. Their works have not been wrought in
God. Their hearts are strangers to his renewing
grace. They have not experienced the trans-
forming power which leads them to walk even
as Christ walked. Those who are living
branches of the heavenly Vine, will partake of
the sap and nourishment of the vine. They will
not be withered and fruitless branches. They
will show life, and vigor, and will flourish and
«* bear fruit to the glory of God. They will be care-
-oh<..ful to depart from all iniquity, and perfect holi-

The church has departed from the light,
neglected her duties, abused her high and ex-
alted privileges of being peculiar and holy in

. character, and thereby dishonored her God,
Qast“"“s like ancient Israel.They> have violated their
w069 <..covenant to live for God and him only. They>

ished, and Christ has departed. His Spirit has
been quenched in the church. Satan works side
by side with professed Christians; yet they are
so destitute of spirituality and discernment that
they do not detect him. They have not the bur-
den of the work. The solemn truths&
fess to believe are not a reality to them.
They have not genuine faith. Men and
women will act out all the faith they in reality
possess. By their fruits ye shall know them. Not
their profession, but the fruit they bear, shows
the character of the true.(Many>have a form of
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godliness, their names are upon the church
records, but they have a spotted record in
Heaven. The recording angel has written deeds.
Their acts have been faithfully written. Every
selfish act, every wrong word, every unfulfilled
duty, and every secret sin, with every artful dis-
sembling, is faithfully chronicled in the book of
records kept by the recording angel.

Verycmany> profess to be servants of Jesus
Christ who are none of his.(They>are deceiving
their own souls to their own destruction. While
‘they) profess to be servants of Jesus Christ,
they are not living in obedience to his will.
Know ye not that to whom ye yield yourselves
servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom
ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedi-
ence unto righteousness? Many, while profess-
Ing to be servants of Jesus Christ, are obeying
another master and working daily against the
Master of whom they profess to be servants. No
man can serve two masters; for either he will
hate the one, and love the other; or else he will
hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye can-
not serve God and mammon.

Earthly and selfish interests engage the
mind, soul, and strength, of God's professed
followers.(Theyare, to all intents and purposes,
servants of mammon.have not experi-
enced a crucifixion to the world, with its affec-
tions and lusts. | saw that butew) among the
many who profess to be Christ's followers can
say in the language of the apostle, "But God
forbid that | should glory, save in the cross of
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our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is
crucified unto me, and | unto the world." "I am
crucified with Christ; nevertheless | live; yet not
I, but Christ liveth in me; and the life which 1
now live in the flesh, I live by the faith of the
Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for
me." If willing obedience and true love charac-
terize the lives of the people of God, their light
will shine with a holy brightness to the world.

The words of Christ, addressed to his disci-
ples, were designed for all who should believe
on his name: "Ye are the salt of the earth; but if
the salt have lost his savor, wherewith shall it
be salted? It is thenceforth good for nothing but
to be cast out and to be trodden under foot of
men." A profession of godliness without the liv-
ing principle is as utterly valueless as salt with-
out its saving properties. An_unprincipled pro-
fessed Christian is a byword, a reproach to
Christ, a dishonor to his name. "Ye are the light
of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot
be hid. Neither do men light a candle and put it
under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it
giveth light unto all that are in the house. Let
your light so shine before men, that they may
see your good works, and glorify your Father
which is in Heaven."

The good works of God's people have a more
powerful influence than words. The beholder is
attracted by their virtuous life and unselfish
acts, to desire the same righteousness which
produced so good fruit. They are charmed with
that power from God which would transform
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selfish human beings into the divine, and God
iIs honored, his name glorified. God is dishon-
ored and his course reproached by his people's
being in bondage to the world. They are in
friendship with the world, the enemies of God.
The only hope of their salvation is a separation
from the world, and to zealously maintain their
separate, holy and peculiar character. Oh! why
will not God's people comply with the condi-
tions laid down in the word of God? If they
would do this, they would not fail to realize the

excellent blessings freely given of God to the 0,;

humble and obedient.

| was amazed as | beheld the tern,blid\arky
ness of gany of the members of our churches>
The lack of true godliness was such that they
were bodies of darkness and death, instead of
being the light of the world. There were many
professing to love God, but in_works denying
him. They did not love him, serve, nor obey
him. Their own selfish interests were primary.
There seemed to be an alarming lack of princi-
ple with a large share. They were swayed by un-
consecrated influence, and seemed to have no
root in themselves. | inquired what these things
meant. Why was there such a destitution of
spirituality, so’few who had a living experience
in_religious things? | was referred to the words
of the prophet, "Son of man, these men have set
up their idols in their heart, and put the stum-
bling block of their iniquity before their face:
should | be inquired of at all by them? There-
fore speak unto them, and say unto them, Thus

(0“
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saith the Lord God: Every man of the house of
Israel that setteth up his idols in his heart, and
putteth the stumbling block of his iniquity be-
fore his face, and cometh to the prophet; | the
Lord will answer him that cometh according to
the multitude of his idols; that | may take the
house of Israel in their own heart, becausehey

are all estranged from me through their idols."
Eze. 14:3-5

The people of God were represented to me
in_a backslidden state. They have not an eye
single to the glory of God. Their own glory is
prominent.eek to glorify themselves, and
yet call themselves Christians. Holiness of heart
and purity of life were the great subjects of the
teachings of Christ. In his sermon on the
mount, after specifying what must be done in
order to be blest, and what not be done, he
says, "Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Fa-
ther which is in Heaven is perfect. Perfection
holiness, nothing short of this would give them
success in carrying out the principles He had
given them. Without this holiness, the human
heart is selfish, sinful, and vicious. Holiness
will lead its possessor to be fruitful, and
abound in all good works. He will never become
weary in well doing, neither look for promotion
here in this world. He will look forward to be
promoted by the Majesty of Heaven when He
shall exalt His sanctified and holy ones to His
throne. Then shall he say unto them, "Come, ye
blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom pre-
pared for you from the foundation of the world."
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The Lord enumerates the works of self-denial
and mercy, compassion, and righteousness,
they had wrought. Holiness of heart will pro-
duce right actions. It is the absence of spiritu-
ality, of holiness, which has led to unrighteous
acts, to envy, hatred, jealousy, evil surmisings,
and every hateful and abominable sin.

I have tried in the fear of God to set before
his people their danger and their sins; and have
endeavored to the best of my feeble powers to
arouse them. | have stated startling things,
which, if they had believed, would have caused
them distress and terror, and led them to zeal
in repenting of their sins and iniquities. | have
stated before them that, from what was shown
me, but a small number of those now profess-
ing to believe the truth, would eventually be
saved, not because they cannot be saved, but
because they will not be saved in God's own ap-
pointed way. The way marked out by our divine
Lord is too narrow and the gate too strait to ad-
mit them with their grasp upon the world, or
while cherishing selfishness, or anything
wrong. There is no room for these, and yet
there are butfew) who will consent to part with
these things, that they may pass the narrow
way, and enter the strait gate.

The words of Christ have been plain. "Strive
[agonize] to enter in at the strait gate; for many
| say unto you shall seek to enter in and shall
not be able.” Lk. 13:24 Professed Christians are
not all so at heart. There are sinners in Zion
now, as there were anciently. Isaiah speaks of
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them in referring to the day of God: "The sin-
ners in Zion are afraid; fearfulness hath sur-
prised the hypocrites. Who among us shall
dwell with the devouring fire? Who among us
shall dwell with everlasting burnings? He that
walketh righteously, and speaketh uprightly; he
that despiseth the gain of oppressions, that
shaketh his hands from the holding of bribes,
that stoppeth his ears from hearing of blood,
and shutteth his eyes from seeing evil. He shall
dwell on high; his defense shall be the muni-
tions of rocks; bread shall be given him, his wa-
ters shall be sure” Isa. 33:14

There are hypocrites now who will tremble
when they obtain a view of themselves. Their
own vileness will terrify them in the day of God
which is soon to come upon us, when the Lord
"cometh out of his place to punish the inhabi-
tants of the earth for their iniquity." Oh! that
terror may now get hold upon them, that they
may have a vivid sense of their condition, and
arouse while there is mercy and hope, confess
their sins, and humble their souls greatly be-
fore God, that he may pardon their transgres-
sions, and heal their backslidings. The people

?....o.f......G.od are unready for the fearful, trying

this-degenerate age:<They have not on the ar-
mor of-righteousness, and are unprepared to
war agaiiist the prevailing sin and iniquity
around them:{Many>are not obeying the com-
mandments of God; yet they profess so to do. If

* |sa. 26:21
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they would be faithful to obey all the statutes of
God, they would have a power which would
carry conviction to the hearts of the unbeliev-
ing.

| have sought to do my duty. | have pointed
out the special sins of some. | was shown that
the sins and errors of all in the wisdom of God
would not be revealed. All would have sufficient
light; all could see, if they desired to do so, and
earnestly wished to put their sins and errors
from them, and perfect holiness in the fear of
the Lord. They could see what sins God marked
and reproved in others. If these sins were cher-
ished by them, they should know that they
were abhorred of God, and were separated from
him; and unless they earnestly and zealously
set about the work to put them away, they
would be left in darkness. God is too pure to
behold iniquity. A sin marked in one is just as
grievous in the sight of God in every case. There
will be no exception made by an impartial God.
All who are guilty are addressed in these indi-
vidual testimonies, although their names may
not be attached to the special testimony borne;
and if individuals pass over their own sins be-
cause their names are not especially called, if
they cover their sins, they will not be prospered
of God.Theycannot advance in the divine life,
but will become darker and darker until the

Men and women professing godliness, yet
not sanctified by the truth they profess, will not
change materially their course of action, which
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they know is hateful before God, because they
are not subjected to the trial of being reproved
individually for their sins. They see, by the tes-
timonies of others, their own case faithfully
pointed out before them. They are cherishing
the same evil. By continuing their course of sin,
they are violating their consciences, hardening
their hearts, and stiffening their necks, just the
same as if the testimony had been borne di-
rectly to them. In passing on, and refusing to
put away their sins and correct their wrongs by
humble confession, repentance, and humiliation,
&heychoose their own way, and are given up to
the same, and are finally led captive by Satan at
his wiII.may become quite bold because
they are able to conceal their sins from oth-
ers, and because the judgments of God are
not seen in a visible manner upon them,
They may be apparently prosperous in this
world. They may deceive poor, shortsighted
mortals, and be regarded as patterns of piety
while in their sins. God cannot be deceived.
"Because sentence against an evil work is not
executed speedily, therefore the heart of the
sons of men is fully set in them to do evil.
Though a sinner do evil an hundred times, and
his days be prolonged, yet surely | know that it
shall be well with them that fear God, which
fear before him. But it shall not be well with the
wicked, neither shall he prolong his days,
which are as a shadow; because he feareth not
before God." Eze. 8:11-13 Although the life of the
sinner may be prolonged upon the earth, yet
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not in the earth made new. He shall be of that
number David mentions in his psalm: "For yet
a little while, and the wicked shall not be: yea,
thou shalt diligently consider his place, and it
shall not be. But the meek shall inherit the
earth.” ps. 37:10

Mercy and truth are promised to the
humble and penitent, and judgments are
prepared for the sinful and rebellious.
"Justice and judgments are the habitation of
Thy throne." Ps. 89:14 A wicked and adulterous
people will not escape the wrath of God and the
punishment they have justly earned. Man has
fallen, and his is a work of a lifetime, be it
longer or shorter, to recover from his fall, and
regain, through Christ, the image of the divine,
which he has lost by sin and continued trans-
gression. God requires a thorough transforma-
tion of soul, body and spirit, in order to regain
the estate lost through Adam. The Lord merci-
fully sends rays of light to show him his true
condition. If he will not walk in the light, he
manifests a pleasure in darkness. He will not
come to the light lest his deeds shall be re-
proved. Jn. 3:20, 21

The case of N. Fuller has caused me much
grief and anguish of spirit. That he should yield
himself to the control of Satan to work wicked-
ness as he has done, is terrible. | believe that
God designed this case of hypocrisy and villainy
should be brought to light in the manner it has
been, to prove a warning to others. Here is a
man acquainted with the Bible teachings. He
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has listened to testimonies that | have borne in
his presence against the very sins he has been
practicing. He has heard me speak, more than
once, decidedly in regard to the prevailing sins
of this generation, that corruption was teeming
everywhere, that base passions controlled men
and women generally; that among the masses
crimes of the darkest dye were continually
practiced, and they were reeking in their own
corruption. The nominal churches are filled
with these sins of “fornication and adultery,
crime_and murder, the result of base, lustful
passion, but these things are kept covered. Min-
isters, in high p-l'aces, are guilty, yet a cloak of
godliness covers their dark deeds, and they
pass on fromg year to year in their course of hy-
pocrisy.(Theid sins_have reached unto Heaven,
and the honest in heart will be brought to the
light, and come out of her.

From the light God has given me, fornication
and adultery are estimated, by a large number
of the first-day Adventists, as sins which God
winketh at. These sins are practiced to a great
extent. They do not acknowledge the claims
upon them. They have broken the command-
ments of the great Jehovah, and are zealously
teaching their hearers to do the same, declaring
the law of God abolished, having no claims
upon them. In accordance with this free state of
things, sin does not appear so exceedingly sin-
ful; for by the law is the knowledge of sin. We
may expect to find men in this company who
will deceive, and lie, and give loose reign to
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lustful passions. But men and women who ac-
knowledge the ten commandments binding,
who observe the fourth commandment of the
decalogue, should carry out in their lives, the
principles of all ten of the precepts given in aw-
ful grandeur from Sinai.

The Seventh-day Adventists who profess to
be looking for, and loving, the appearing of
Christ, should not follow the course of world-
lings. They are no criterion for commandment-
keepers. Neither should they pattern after the
first-day Adventists, who trample under foot the
law of God, and who will not acknowledge its
claims. This class should be no criterion for
them. Commandment-keeping Adventist are
occupying a peculiar, exalted position. John
viewed them in holy vision, and described
them. Here are they who keep the command-
ments of God and have the testimony of Jesus.

The Lord made a special covenant with his
ancient Israel @they would prove faithful, "Now,
therefore, @ye will obey my voice indeed, and
keep my covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar
treasure unto me above all people: for all the
earth is mine. And ye shall be unto me a king-
dom of priests, and an holy nation." Ex. 19:5, 6
He addresses his commandment keeping people
in these last days, "But ye are a chosen genera-
tion, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a pecu-
liar people; that ye should show forth the
praises of Him who hath called you out of dark-
ness into his marvelous light." "Dearly beloved,
| beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, ab-
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stain from fleshly lusts which war against the

ho profess to keep the commandments

=, of God are not possessing their bodies in sanc-

"‘tj.fication and honor. The most solemn message
ever committed to mortals has been intrusted

tocthis peopleé>and they can have a powerful in-

the elevated platform of eternal truth, keeping
all of God's commandments; therefore, if they
indulge in sin, if they commit fornication and
adultery, their crime is of tenfold greater mag-
nitude than the classes | have named who do
not acknowledge the law of God binding upon
them. In a peculiar sense do those who profess
to keep God's law dishonor him and reproach
the truth by transgressing the law of God.

This very sin, fornication, prevailed among
ancient lIsrael, which brought the signal mani-
festation of God's displeasure. The judgments of
God then followed close upon their heinous sin,
and thousands of them fell, and their polluted
bodies were left in the wilderness. "But with
@any> of them God was not well pleased; for
they were overthrown in the wilderness. Now
these things were our _examples, to the intent
we should not lust after evil things, as they also
lusted. Neither be ye idolaters, as were some of
them; as it is written, The people sat down to
eat and drink, and rose up to play.¢1! Neither

NOTE: Strong’s # 6711 —by implication to sport, sports.
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let us commit fornication, as some of them
committed, and fell in one day three and twenty
thousand. Neither let us tempt Christ, as some
of them also tempted, and were destroyed of
serpents. Neither murmur ye, as some of them
also murmured, and were destroyed of the de-
stroyer. Now all these things happened unto
them for ensamples; and they are written for
our_admonition, upon whom the ends of the
world are come. Wherefore let him that thin-
keth he standeth, take heed lest he fall.”

Seventh-day Adventists, above all people
in the world, should be patterns of piety, holy
in heart and in conversation. | related in the
presence of N. Fuller that the people whom God
had chosen as his peculiar treasure, he re-
quired to be elevated, refined, sanctified; par-
takers of the divine nature, having escaped the
corruption that is in the world through lust.
Should they indulge in sin and iniquity who
make so high a profession, their guilt would be
very great. He would reprove the sins of one,
that others might take warning, and fear.

The warnings, and corrections, and re-
proofs, are not given to the erring among Sev-
enth-day Adventists because their lives are
more blameworthy than professed Christians of
the nominal churches, or because their acts
and example are worse than the Adventists who
will not yield obedience to the claims of God's
law; but because they have great light, and
have by their profession taken their position as
God's special, chosen people, having the law of
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God written in their hearts. They signify their
loyalty to the God of Heaven by yielding obedi-
ence to the laws of his government. They are
God's representatives upon the earth. Any sin
or_transgression in them, separates them
from God, and, in a special manner, dishonors
his name by giving the enemies of God's holy
law occasion to reproach his cause and his peo-
ple, whom he has called "a chosen generation, a
royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar
people,” that they should show forth the praises
of Him that hath called them out of darkness
into his marvelous light.

The people who are at war with the law of
the great Jehovah, who consider it a special vir-
tue to talk, and write, and act, the most bitter
and hateful things, to show their contempt of
that law, may make high and exalted profession
of love to God, and apparently have much reli-
gious zeal, as did the Jewish chief priests and
elders; yet in the day of God, "Found wanting"
will be said by the Majesty of Heaven. By the
law is the knowledge of sin. The mirror which
would discover to them the defects in their
character, they are infuriated against, because
it points out their sins. Leading Adventists
who have rejected the light ag@ firedd with mad-
ness against God's holy Iaw,.-""as the: Jewish na-
tion were against the Son of God.(Thepare in a
terrible deception, deceiving souls _and being
deceived themselves. (They) will not come to
the light lest their deeds should be reproved.
Such will not be taught. But the people who
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profess to keep the law of God, he corrects, he
reproves. He points out their sins, and lays
open their iniquity; because he wishes to sepa-
rate all sin and wickedness from them, that
they may perfect holiness in his fear, and be
prepared to die in the Lord, or for translation to
Heaven. God will rebuke, reprove, and correct
them. That they may be refined, sanctified, ele-
vated, and finally exalted to his own throne.

Eld. Fuller has heard the testimony borne in
public, that the professed people of God were
not all holy; some were corrupt. God was seek-
ing to elevate them, but@hey refused to come
up upon a high plane of action. The animal
passions bore sway, and the moral and intellec-
tual were overborne, and made servants to the
corrupt passions. Those who do not control
their base passions cannot appreciate the
atonement, or place right value upon the
worth of the soul. Salvation to them is not ex-
perienced nor understood. The gratification of
their animal passions is to them the highest
ambition of their lives. Nothing but purity and
holiness will God accept; one spot, one wrinkle,
one defect in the character, will debar Heaven,
with all its glories and treasure, from them for-
ever.

Ample provisions have been made for all
who sincerely, earnestly, and thoughtfully,
set about the work of perfecting holiness in
the fear of God. Power and strength, grace and
glory, have been provided through Christ, to be
brought by ministering angels to the heirs of
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salvation. None are so low, and corrupt, and
vile, but that they can find in Jesus, who died

for them, strength, purity, and righteousness, if
of iniquity, and turn with full purpose of heart
to the living God. He is waiting to strip them of
their _garments, stained and polluted by sin,
and to put upon them the white, bright robes of
righteousness; and he bids them live and not

die. In him they may flourish. Their branches
will not wither nor be fruitless. If they abide in

him, they can draw sap and nourishment from
him, be imbued with his Spirit, and walk even
as he has walked, and overcome as he has
overcome, and be exalted to his own right hand.
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Appendix:

The following references are in order by date.

“The church has turned back from following Christ her
Leader, and is steadily retreating toward Egypt. Yet few are
alarmed or astonished at their want of spiritual power. Doubt
and even disbelief of the testimonies of the Spirit of God is
leavening our churches everywhere. Satan would have it thus.
Ministers who preach self instead of Christ, would have it
thus. The testimonies are unread and unappreciated. God has
spoken to you. Light has been shining from his word and from
the testimonies, and both have been slighted and disregarded.
The result is apparent in the lack of purity and devotion and
earnest faith among us.” Pamphlet #1 May 30, 1882

“The solemn question should come home to every member of
our churches, How are we standing before God, as the pro-
fessB )l followers of Jesus Christ? Is our light shining forth to
the warld in clear, steady rays? Have we, as a people sol-
emnly dedicated to God, preserved our union with the Source
of all light? Are not the symptoms of decay and declension
painfully wisible in the midst of the Christian churches of to-
day? Spiritial death has come upon the people that should be
manifesting life and zeal, purity and consecration, by the most
earnest devotion to the cause of truth. The facts concerning
the real condition of the professed people of God, speak
more loudly than their profession, and make it evident that
some power has cut the cable that anchored them to the Eter-
nal Rock, and thatthey are drifting away to sea, without
chart or compass.” Review & Sabbath Herald, July 24, 1888

"I will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candle-
stick out of his place, except thou repent.” The church is like
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the unproductive tree, which, receiving the dew, and rain, and
the sunshine, should have produced an abundance of fruit, but
on which the divine Searcher finds nothing but leaves. Sol-
emn thought for our churches, solemn indeed for every indi-
vidual. Marvelous is the patience and forbearance of God, but
"except thou repent,” it shall be exhausted; the churches, our
institutions, will go from weakness to weakness, from cold
formality to deadness while they are saying, "I am rich and

increased in goods, and have need of nothing." Paulson Collection
Pg. 341 May 9, 1892

“There is a little hope in one direction: Take the young men
and women, and place them where they will come as little in
contact with our_churches as possible, that the low grade of
piety which is current in this day shall not leaven their ideas

of what it means to be a Christian.” Manuscript Release Vol. 12 Pg.
333 Letter 16f, 1892

“Among the professed children of God, how little patience
has been manifested, how many bitter words have been spo-
ken, how much denunciation has been uttered against those
not of our faith. Many have looked upon those belonging to
other churches as great sinners, when the Lord does not thus
regard them. Those who look thus upon the members of other
churches, have need to humble themselves under the mighty
hand of God. Those whom they condemn may have had but
little light, few opportunities and privileges. If they had had
the light that many of the members of our churches have had,
they might have advanced at a far greater rate, and have better
represented their faith to the world. Of those who boast of
their light, and yet fail to walk in it, Christ says, "But | say
unto you, It shall be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at
the day of judgment, than for you. And thou, Capernaum



23

[Seventh-day Adventists, who have had great light], which
art exalted unto heaven [in point of privilege], shalt be
brought down to hell: for if the mighty works, which have
been done in thee, had been done in Sodom, it would have
remained until this day. But | say unto you, That it shall be
more tolerable for the land of Sodom in the day of judg-
ment, than for thee."” Review and Sabbath Herald, August 1, 1893

“As things now exist in Battle Creek, (church headquarters)
the work of God can not be carried forward on a correct basis.
How long will these things be? When will the perceptions of
men be made clear and sharp by the ministration of the Holy
Spirit? Some there do not detect the injurious effects of the
plans which for years have been working in an underhanded
manner. Some of the managers at the present time are walking
in the light they have received and are doing the best they can,
but their fellow workers are making things so oppressive for
them that they can do but little. The enslaving of the souls of
men by their fellow men is deepening the darkness which al-
ready envelopes them. Who can now feel sure that they are

No, not for a moment. I have been shown that the people at
large do not know that the heart of the work is being diseased
and corrupted at Battle Creek. Many of the people are in a le-
thargic, listless, apathetic condition, and assent to plans which
they do not understand. Where is the voice, from whence will
it come, to whom the people may listen, knowing that it
comes from the true Shepherd? | am called upon by the Spirit
of God to present these things before you, and they are correct
to the life, according to the practice of the past few years.”
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Spalding & Magan Collection Pg. 35, May 31, 1896

“The church is in the Laodicean state. The presence of God
is_not in_her midst. If Christ were formed within, the hope of
glory, conformity to His image would be seen, and the church
trials which separate the members from Christ would disap-

bh

pear.” 1Note Book Leaflets Pg. 99 MS. 156, 1898.

«It is working upon wrong principles that has brought the
cause of God into its present embarrassment. The people have
lost confidence in those who have the management of the
work. Yet we hear that the voice of the conference is the
voice of God. Every time | have heard this, | have thought
that it was almost blasphemy. The voice of the conference
ought to be the voice of God, but it is not, because some in
connection with it are not men of faith and prayer; they are
not men of elevated principle. There is not a seeking of God
with the whole heart; there is not a realization of the terrible
responsibility that rests upon those in this institution to mold

and fashion minds after the divine similitude.” 2 Sermons & Talks
Pg. 159 Ms 37, 1901

“My brethren, I feel great sorrow of heart. | shall not appear
before you again in our general gatherings unless I am im-
pressed by the Spirit of God that | should. The last General
Conference that | attended gave you all the evidence that you
will ever have in any meeting that shall be convened. If that
meeting did not convince you that God is working by His
Spirit through His humble servant, it is because the candle-
stick has been removed out of its place. I thought that after
the last General Conference there would be a change of heart,
but during that meeting the work was not done that ought to
have been done that God might come in, nor_has this work

been _done since that time.” Manuscript Release Vol. #18 Pg. 195, Ms
166, 1902




