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The Tithe Question 
A Personal Responsibility 

A LETTER TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE COLORADO CONFERENCE 

     “Elder Watson My brother, I wish to say to you, Be careful how you move. 
You are not moving wisely. The least you have to speak about the tithe that has 
been appropriated to the most needy and the most discouraging field in the 
world, the more sensible you will be.   
     It has been presented to me for years that my tithe was to be appropriated 
by myself to aid the white and colored ministers who were neglected and did 
not receive sufficient properly to support their families. When my attention was 
called to aged ministers, white or black, it was my special duty to investigate 
into their necessities and supply their needs. This was to be my special work, 
and I have done this in a number of cases. No man should give notoriety to the 
fact that in special cases the tithe is used in that way.   
     In regard to the colored work in the South, that field has been and is still 
being robbed of the means that should come to the workers of that field. If there 
has been cases where our sisters have appropriated their tithe to the support 
of the ministers working for the colored people in the South, let every man, if he 
is wise, hold his peace.   
     I have myself appropriated my tithe to the most needy cases brought to my 
notice. I have been instructed to do this; and as the money is not withheld 
from the Lord's treasury, it is not a matter that should be commented upon; for it 
will necessitate my making known these matters, which I do not desire to do, 
because it is not best.   
     Some cases have been kept before me for years, and I have supplied their 
needs from the tithe, as God has instructed me to do. And if any person shall 
say to me, Sister White, will you appropriate my tithe where you know it is most 
needed, I shall say, Yes, I will; and I have done so. I commend those sisters 
who have placed their tithe where it is most needed to help to do a work that is 
being left undone; and if this matter is given publicity, it will create knowledge 
which would better be left as it is. I do not care to give publicity to this work 
which the Lord has appointed me to do, and others to do.   
     I send this matter to you so that you shall not make a mistake. Circum-
stances alter cases. I would not advise that any should make a practice of gath-
ering up tithe money. But for years there have now and then been persons who 
have lost confidence in the appropriation of the tithe who have placed their 
tithe in my hands, and said that if I did not take it they would themselves appro-
priate it to the families of the most needy minister they could find. I have taken 
the money, given a receipt for it, and told them how it was appropriated.  
     I write this to you so that you shall keep cool and not become stirred up and 
give publicity to this matter, lest many more shall follow their example.”  

January 22, 1905 Spalding & Magan p. 215 
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More Than One Channel Through Which  
Means Can Be Disbursed 

     “Some men or councils may say, That is just what we wish you to do. The 
Conference Committee will take your capital, and will appropriate it for this very 
object. But the Lord has made us individually his stewards. We each hold a 
solemn responsibility to invest this means ourselves…. It is not in the prov-
ince of the Conference or any other organization to relieve us of this 
stewardship. If you lack wisdom, go to God; ask him for yourself, and then 
work with an eye single to his glory.  By exercising your judgment, by giving 
where you see there is need in any line of the work, you are putting out your 
money to the exchangers. If you see in any locality that the truth is gaining a 
foothold, and there is no place of worship, then do something to meet the ne-
cessity….  God does not lay upon you the burden of asking the Conference or 
any council of men whether you shall use your means as you see fit to advance 
the work of God in destitute towns and cities, and impoverished localities. If the 
right plan had been followed, so much means would not have been used in 
some localities, and so little in other places where the banner of truth has not 
been raised. We are not to merge our individuality of judgment into any institu-
tion in our world…. Do we individually realize our true position, that as God's 
hired servants we are not to bargain away our stewardship; but that before the 
heavenly universe we are to administer the truth committed to us by God? Our 
own hearts are to be sanctified, our hands are to have something to impart as 
occasion demands, of the income that God entrusts to us.”      

Pamphlet No. 80 p. 41, 42 Sept. 19, 1895 
 
      “Those who have had experience in the work of God should be encouraged 
to follow the guidance and counsel of the Lord.  Do not worry lest some means 
shall go direct to those who are trying to do missionary work in a quiet and ef-
fective way. All the means is not to be handled by one agency or organiza-
tion…. To those in our conferences who have felt that they had authority to 
forbid the gathering of means in certain territory I now say: This matter has 
been presented to me again and again. I now bear my testimony in the name of 
the Lord to those whom it concerns. Wherever you are, withhold your forbid-
dings. The work of God is not to be thus trammeled…. This wonderful burden of 
responsibility which some suppose God has placed upon them with their official 
position, has never been laid upon them.”  

Spalding & Magan p. 421, 422 Jan. 6, 1908 

  
    “The Lord has shown me that men in responsible positions are standing di-
rectly in the way of His work, because they think the work must be done and 
the blessing must come in a certain way, and they will not recognize that which 
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comes in any other way. My brethren, may the Lord place this matter before 
you as it is. God does not work as men plan, or as they wish; He "moves in a 
mysterious way, His wonders to perform." Why reject the Lord's methods of 
working because they do not coincide with our ideas? God has His appointed 
channels of light, but these are not necessarily the minds of any particular set 
of men. When all shall take their appointed place in God's work, earnestly seek-
ing wisdom and guidance from Him, then a great advancement will have been 
made toward letting light shine upon the world. When men shall cease to place 
themselves in the way, God will work among us as never before.”                                     

Special Testimonies Series B #10 p.24  
  

Unsanctified Ministers Should Not Be  
Supported From God’s Treasury 

     “It would be poor policy to support from the treasury of God those who really 
mar and injure His work, and who are constantly lowering the standard of Chris-
tianity.”                                                                                     Testimonies Vol. 3 p. 553 
 
     “No man should be set apart as a teacher of the people while his own teach-
ing or example contradicts the testimony God has given His servants to bear in 
regard to diet; for this will bring confusion.  And your disregard of health reform 
is unfitting you to stand as the Lord's messenger.”          1896 Manuscript Release #7 p.338 

 
We Are Held Responsible as to  

How Our Means Are Used 
     “There are fearful woes for those who preach the truth, but are not sanctified 
by it, and also for those who consent to receive and maintain the unsanctified to 
minister to them in word and doctrine…. All who preach the truth will not them-
selves be saved by it. Said the angel: "Be ye clean, that bear the vessels of the 
Lord."                                                                                        Testimonies Vol. 1 p.261 
 
     “If God pronounces a woe upon those who are called to preach the truth and 
refuse to obey, a heavier woe rests upon those who take upon them this sacred 
work without clean hands and pure hearts. As there are woes for those who 
preach the truth while they are unsanctified in heart and life, so there are woes 
for those who receive and maintain the unsanctified in the position which they 
cannot fill.”                                                                            1892 Gospel Workers p.245 
  
    “Whoever imitates the great deceiver becomes his aid. Those who give their 
influence to sustain an evil work are doing Satan's drudgery.” Testimonies Vol. 5 p.102 
       



16  

     “Ministers who are neglectful of the duties devolving on a faithful pastor, give 
evidence that they are not sanctified by the truths they present to others, and 
should not be sustained as laborers in the vineyard of the Lord, till they have a 
high sense of the sacredness of the work of a minister of Christ.”  

Testimonies Vol. 3, p. 233 

 
     “I call upon God's people to open their eyes. When you sanction or carry out 
the decisions of men who, as you know, are not in harmony with truth and right-
eousness, you weaken your own faith, and lose your relish for communion with 
God.”                                                                              May 1, 1895 Pamphlet # 154 p.35 

 
Those Who Should Be Supported  

From the Lord’s Treasury 
     “The tithe should go to those who labor in word and doctrine, be they men or 
women.”                                                     October 24, 1899  Manuscript Release Vol. 1 p.263 

 
     “Instruction has been given me that there is a withholding of the tithe 
that should be faithfully brought into the Lord's treasury, for the support 
of the ministers and missionaries who are opening the Scriptures to the 
people, and working from house to house.”              Review & Herald, April 20, 1905 
  
     “In enlightening and confirming souls in the truth the publications will 
do a far greater work than can be accomplished by the ministry of the 
word alone. The silent messengers that are placed in the homes of the 
people through the work of the canvasser will strengthen the gospel min-
istry in every way; for the Holy Spirit will impress minds as they read the 
books, just as He impresses the minds of those who listen to the preach-
ing of the word. The same ministry of angels attends the books that con-
tain the truth as attends the work of the minister.”           Testimonies Vol. 6 p.315   
  
    “I was shown that the truth once published now, will stand, for it is the 
truth for the last days;… I saw that all the light they had received in some 
places had come from the paper; that souls had received the truth in this 
way, and then talked it to others; and that now in places where there are 
several, they had been raised up by this silent messenger. It was their 
only preacher. The cause of truth should not be hindered in its onward 
progress for want of means.”                                                 Early Writings p.96  
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Improper Uses 

“Meeting expenses of 

local churches and 

Conference offices. 
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